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IELTS Superior Speaking has been specifically designed for IELTS candidates whose
first language is Chinese. The aim of this IELTS speaking book is threefold.

Firstly, to help you beat the test in a timely manner so that you can get the IELTS score
that you require and more importantly make your conditional offer unconditional for the
university of your choice.

Secondly, to build your confidence for the section of the IELTS that most students find
the most daunting and nerve-racking. By giving you the inside knowledge of the test
and the strategies you can be sure that you will be able to express yourself fluently,
coherently, clearly, naturally, accurately, appropriately and in a sophisticated manner.

Lastly, to equip you with the speaking skills needed to not just survive in an English
speaking country but also impress in an academic environment.

There is no time like the present so stop making excuses and putting off until tomorrow
what can be done today. The most important thing to remember is that you have chosen
to venture forth to new heights in your life filled with greater opportunities and
promises, so now is the time to get off on the right foot and take a step in the right
direction.
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Speaking Overview 033/} 42

This is designed to provide a general understanding of what happens in the official test.
The more familiar you are with the test proceedings, the less nervous and more
confident you will feel in the real test.

BRI DA IR TR, VREAERIATT R, MRSt (00,

FAQs o) @g

Although you’ve probably done a bit of research on IELTS already, I'm sure you still
have a number of questions unanswered. The FAQs has been compiled by IELTS
examiners, IELTS teachers, IELTS consultants and IELTS students with the aim of
putting ' your nerves at ease.

HILIRRREE B DR | IELTS 55800 | BRIRIL I 2 et H 52 iR, RS2 A% IBLTS H &Pk

Marking Criteria [1%A9 4 MEDIRE

This will highlight the examiners” expectations of candidates, let you know what will be
penalised and what won’t and what you should and shouldn’t do.

FREY 4 DIPOARAEFTIRAE S AR 1 25 LA R AEIOHR SR , ATRECSE RS 14) , ks
A&

Sample Interviews [ I 7440
These have been provided with “comments” to give you a deeper insight into how the
examiner will assess your performance. The IELTS 9 samples include the scripts.

£ 4.5, 6.7, 9 B EOBEILIRERIES %, BN AR —F TRITHHN . 9 2M0R
TR SEEERHEAZ .

Do It Yourself Study Guide [iERE j—— B S Eik

After hearing other students’ weaknesses and thinking about your own, you can use
the study tips to help you plan your study schedule. Tips are provided for each criterion
of the speaking test.

HERDM RGBS I 4 PR PRER MBI T2, BB R% S,
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Speaking Test: Part +=max =50

This will introduce the most common question types encountered in Part 1 and give you
tips on how to state and develop your opinion using the QPS strategy.

AEF RSN QPS K% SEMEIHIES Part 1 H% JLIALE,

Speaking Test: Part 2 [ & — 234>

This will advise you on the best way to make notes and the most common types of topic
cards. Sample answers are provided on how your notes turn into a short presentation.
UEEBARAL Part 2 W IIER, HI8SBAMEID, HHE DEM R — SRR £,

Speaking Test: Part 3 OidZE=#4)

This will introduce the most'common question types encountered in Part 3 and give you
tips onhow to state.and.deVelop Jolir opinion again using the QPS strategy.

UEHER Part 3TN, FHE S54RI QPS REE SIS R R L.

Topic-Based Question Bank 3 543 3% (o) B4

There are general topics, as well as subtopics, for Parts 1, 2 and 3 which are given
primarily to build your vocabulary and confidence on the most common themes
encountered in the official test. In the real test questions will be arranged randomly and
not by topic. Therefore, some “Official Samples”, located after the sample interviews,
and after this Question Bank, have also been compiled to give you an idea of the variety
of questions that will be asked.

B R ER SRS LA, 76 IELTS EURE, MR RR TR, Hut
RIS A BRSNS,

Test Bank i

In the real test topics are arranged randomly so use this to improve your ability to talk
about a variety of topics in a short period of time.

IELTS s 958 E AR BERL e HER , BRI R 3 B2 A T e S RO R 2 e i B
ARG,

Cut-Up Study Notes [ &% 5] &

These have been compiled so that you can review everything conveniently anytime,
anywhere.

W65 5 5] IR AL I B ) & bR S R 75 7
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Speaking Overview {142

This is designed to provide a general understanding of what happens in the official test.
The more familiar you are with the test proceedings, the less nervous and more
confident you will feel in the real test.

BEEB R B RIRA T IR, KBRS R, MRSt E 0.

FAQs % L[R5 ,
Although you’ve probably done a bit of research on IELTS already, I’m sure you still
have 2 number of questions unanswered. The FAQs has been compiled by IELTS
examiners, IELTS teachers, IELTS consultants and IELTS students with the aim of
putting/your nefves at ease!

H LTRRRER t DU | IBLTS BREUT . BURIDAR S oD 52 hk , SRS 22 IELTS B

Marking Criteria 3£ 4 NMEDHRE 7
This will highlight the examiners’ expectations of candidates, let you know what will be
penalised and what won’t and what you should and shouldn’t do.

FHAE) 4 MFSPRETTIREESE A 8 AR RARSDIREESEIR , A RS IR St 4) , Bhke
A&

Sample Interviews [ I 37 4% )
These have been provided with “comments” to give you a deeper insight into how the
examiner will assess your performance. The IELTS 9 samples include the scripts.

Rt 4.5, 6. 7.9 DHBEORBHURNENITS R, BEEER—F 7RIS 9 S0
TR SRR RN

Do It Yourself Study Guide {545 H—— 5 %k

After hearing other students’ weaknesses and thinking about your own, you can use
the study tips to help you plan your study schedule. Tips are provided for each criterion
of the speaking test.

BB RO O 4 MPSIRER AN BB S, BB RES,
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Speaking Test: Part-4sm i - 7
This will introduce the most common question types encountered in Part 1 and give you

tips on how to state and develop your opinion using the QPS strategy.
AR S5 EINMTRL F QPS RZ% S Part 1 HOH ILIAIE,

Speaking Test: Part 2 [ 55 — 234>

This will advise you on the best way to make notes and the most common types of topic
cards. Sample answers are provided on how your notes turn into a short presentation.
BB PRAL Part 2 W LB, HAEFHAMEID, HifH LI — R =k,

Speaking Test:Rart.3 DA S5=#87)

This will introduee the most'common question types encountered in Part 3 and give you
tips onthow to state.and dévelop Yolir opinion again using the QPS strategy.

AR Part 3 HELIFIEL, THE S54RI QPS RIZ5IR R RS Mo

Topic-Based Question Bank = B4} 3 o] i &

There are general topics, as well as subtopics, for Parts 1, 2 and 3 which are given
primarily to build your vocabulary and confidence on the most common themes
encountered in the official test. In the real test questions will be arranged randomly and
not by topic. Therefore, some “Official Samples”, located after the sample interviews,
and after this Question Bank, have also been compiled to give you an idea of the variety
of questions that will be asked.

BEBREEAZ AR B S LIRS, 7F LTS ER MRS, B ARRT—Rhmd, #ut
O RUCE A R R RTINS

Test Bank /& v
In the real test topics are arranged randomly so use this to improve your ability to talk

about a variety of topics in a short period of time.

IELTS it AORE B #BR BB 22HERY , R 6 FA B R AD B2 AR T e S R I T R
BTN LRI .

Cut-Up Study Notes [ 5 % 5k

These have been compiled so that you can review everything conveniently anytime,
anywhere.

B 5 SR U AL I R S ) & Fhim) s R &R 5
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Topic-Based Glossary 3 S} 2& 5 3550

The following vocabulary, if used correctly, would typify some of the vocabulary an
IELTS 7 and above candidate would produce. It has been arranged according to topic
and includes a number of idioms.

AR FER IRIC IR, WERE LTS 7 4Bl T 3EiEaEH.

Introduction of Speakers’ Accents 3= 5 [ /)43

In the IELTS test you will hear a range of accents, as the exam tests international
English—not just British. Oral examiners also have varying backgrounds so it is
important that you expose yourself to a number of different accents in order to perform
well in the IELTS.

IBLTS {IHIAEREENER, BEATRESIBEIE M OSHNORE , ABEEHE S %
DARFAEKWEW FEFA, DIPTSR AN TS BRI g FhO

Recordist Accent

Jex (Waterloo, England) standard British Tréck 02-08
Petula (southwest, England) standard British Trédck 13

John (Newcastle, England) northern (Geordie) British | Trdck 14-15
Natasha (Auckland, New Zealand) New Zealand Tréck 16-17
Mark (Brighton, England) standard British Track 18-19
Catherine (Manchester, England) southern British Tréck 20-21
Matthew (northeast England) slightly northern British Track 22-23
Olivia (Pretoria, South Africa) South African Track 24-25
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IELTS R A & -

® [ELTS Listening Module- ¥ 71

* MUIEIR] 40 4350, Hoobr 10 23 pEE R

S EEREEE S AL BRSSO TR
- UTHHEEIIRG, It PSS ERTR RS AR X RNER

#
- 538 44y, HA 4050
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e
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m [ELTS Reading Module - i

- TUAEE] 1 /0NE, SIE B A
- JE 3RNE, SREAHE 800~900 17
- MR E 3L 40

- FESHAL, BT AR, MEEEA LTS TR
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® [ELTS Writing Module - 54E
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|ELTFS T 5t i+ 87y =0 | L

IELTS M52 Listening. Reading., Writing 11 Speaking POIH, thPUTRENH4Y, &5
BN EE T, BRI 558, FRLER SR EL5 TR S SR 5.
IELTS WYi#53 4 9 43, FERSHIA Band 9, FoRiZ B4R HAnHE3GE, AEEHEESER
FIMREN R, ERSTR Band 1, NIZRZ2ERREEEIEESERF INEERN
P RHEER IR IR SRS R, — ki, KD F AR S EE /DAL [ELTS
6.0~6.5 BRI EREEE I A Ehrits,

m iTEAR
PUKIGEDE 0.5 43(415.5,6.5),
B9y KPS G, B 0.5 534, 48 0.25 #—AHA1(0.5)

Bl Bl— Bl=

7713 Listening Band | 7.5 6.0 6.0

[l Redding Bahde, iu6.5 6.0 5.5

‘S{/FWriting Band 6.0 7.0 6.0

i Speaking Band | 7.0 7.0 5.0

. (7.5+6.5+6.0+7.0)/4 | (6.0+6.0+7.0+7.0)/4 | (6.0+5.5+6.0+5.0)/4
i =6.75(F]#EAr) =6.5 =5.625(Ra]ithr)
B4 7 6.5 5.5

m EFIEMR SR
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IELTS #1537 Listening. Reading, Writing 1 Speaking PUTA, HPUTRES ST i14y, /5
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Bl= Bl— BI=
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Overview
Oikimse

Part 1
(4-5 minutes)

Part 2
(3-4 minutes)

Introductidn to.the S

peéﬁr;g Section of IELTS
~ ELTS OigA+43

There are 3 parts to the IELTS speaking section, which
increases in difficulty and runs for a total of 11-14 minutes.

IELTS CHEMIR % 3 MEESy, MBI, 272 11~14 480,

= Introductions Tck 02
This will include greetings and checking of candidate’s ID.

[FHEFHFRINEE S

= Hometowns or iobs/studies Track 03
Candidates are asked around 3 questions on one of the
aforementioned topics.

TSR 3NERBENR S . T S5 AE,

= General topics Trck 04 .
Candidates are asked between 3-6 questions from another 1
or 2 general topics.

TS TR LA — A Al

= Explanation 7rck 05
The examiner will introduce Part 2 and hand candidates a
topic card, paper and pen.
OIRESME TR Part 2 (MK, HAEE 1 KIFE L
RKE

= Preparation time Trck 05
Candidates are given 1 minute to make notes on the given
topic.

TR 1 SRR, JOIEBHEIC,

m Individual long turns Trck 06
Candidates are required to give a speech for 1-2 minutes.

BN EBLRE 1~2 HEHE L.
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Part 3
(4-5 minutes)

Possible :
IELTS

Band 9
9 ¥ (BE5H)

Introduction | 3

= Folfow up question Trck 07
If time allows, the examiner will ask ce}ndidates a question
to bring Part 2 to an end.
ERERT, DIRESEMZE 1 AEE, 2% Part 2 1
SR,

m Discussion Track 08
Candidates will be asked a few more questions which are
related to the Part 2 topic. This is often the section which
makes or breaks candidates.
FBEELBERIEI IS Part 2 EHHHCHIIAIE, XA MBS
IR

Part I’ Track 02-08

Hello, my name is (examiner’s name).

‘What’s your full name please?

Can I check your ID and passport please?

In the first part, I'd like to ask you some general questions
about yourself.

Let’s talk about your work or school.

= Are you a student or do you work?

= Do you like your school?

= Is there anything you would like to change about your
school?

= How do you travel to school?

Let’s move on to email.
= How often do you use email?
= Do you think writing an email is better than writing a letter?

Now I'd like to ask you about travel.

= What countries have you travelled to before?
= Where wouldn’t you like to travel to? Why not?

[www.-Topsage.coml
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Part2

In Part 2, I will give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about
it for 1-2 minutes. Before you talk, you will have one minute
to think about what you are going to say. You may make
some notes if you wish. Do you understand?

Topic Card
Describe a problem in your city.
| You should say:
-m.what it is
! m how it was caused
& why it-is a problem
and offer some solutions to the problem.

® Are you optimistic that the situation will improve?
Part 3

You’ve been talking about a problem in your city and I’d like
to ask you one or two more questions related to this. Let’s
consider first of all:

The development of cities
= Examine the causes of urbanisation.
m Predict how cities will develop in the future.

Global issues

m Describe how noticeable the gap between the rich and the
poor is in your country.

= Discuss how worried you are about rising world
temperatures.

Thank you. That is the end of the speaking test.
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Jez

SCRIPTS X1EAZA

-

Hello, my name is Christopher. What's your full name please?

My name is Jeremy David Hellard.
OK. And can | check your ID and passport please?
Yes, certainly.

“ Thank you. Thatsyfiney An the first part, I'd like to ask you some general
questions.abeut yeurself. Let's talk about your work or school. Are you a
student or do you work?

I'm a student.
And do you like your school?

Yeah, | like, | like my school. | like studying there but the actual building, the
actual surroundings are nothing special. We tend to call it “Strand Poly”
rather than King’s College.

And is there anything you would like to change about your school?

There are certainly a lot of things that could be changed about King’s
College. To start with as | said it's, it's not the most beautiful place yet it is
next to a wonderful London building called Northumberland House and ours
looks drab and black by comparison. And apart from that we have a very
famous War Studies department that actually trains a lot of rather dubious
dictators and other characters from countries that | would rather not have my
university train people from. So there are a couple of issues | think we could
change.

How do you travel to school?

I walk across the bridge because | live very close to King’s College in
[www.-Topsage.com]
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Waterloo so 1 walk across-Waterloo Bridge and see the trail of drips of blood
and, and rather dubious fluids which you see lying on the roads there so
yeah | walk just a short distance.

Now let's move on to email. How often do you use email?

Email. | tend to use email about once or twice a week just to keep in touch
with people who I'm not in the same city as or the same country as at the
moment.

Do you think writing an email is better than writing a letter?

| don’t think«it's better than writing a letter. | much prefer writing and
receiving letters but the emails are so much more useful for immediate
communication. /So if | really'need to get in touch with people or more than
one person at'a iime then I might well prefer to use email because it's slightly
more efficient in the modern setting.

Now I'd like to ask you about travel. What countries have you travelled to
before?

I've travelled extensively in Europe and Asia but never outside of these 2
continents so I've been to most Western European countries; Germany,
France, Spain, Switzerland, Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg, Italy,
Czechoslovakia and in Asia I've spent most of the time in India, Nepal,
Thailand, Laos.

And where wouldn't you like to travel to?

| wouldn't like to go to Los Angeles or the suburban sprawl around that area.
I tend to, | would love to go to the United States for a lot of reasons but |
think that absolute height of modern suburbanisation that is Los Angeles
County is something that | would rather never see.

Part 2

OK, let's move onto Part 2. In Part 2, | will give you a topic and I'd like you to
talk about it for 1-2 minutes. Before you talk, you will have one minute to
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think about what you dre going to say. You may make some notes if you
wish. Do you understand?

| understand, yes.
So here’s your topic. I'd like you to describe a problem in your city.

Well, | think that the main problem that | see with London is congestion of
traffic. Because despite all of the new congestion laws which have been
installed in recent times, | find that the very nature of London is that it is an
old city, about one or two thousand years old in its present size and sprawl,
obviously it's grown-aclittle. But it is designed around the idea of having
hotses and carts, ponies and traps trundling through the cobbled streets
saying good morning, to each other in a nice English style. But now we have
thousands.and thousands of jeeps, sports utility vehicles and other oversized
vehicles which were designed for American ranches driving through our
cities. So London in particular, as you get to the centre, it becomes a
complete gridlock where you breathe diesel fuel all the time and when you
get home you will blow black dust out of your nose. So | think although there
are a lot of other problems in the metropolitan situation, | tend to find that in
London it's definitely the overflow of vehicles and people who decide rather
than using the public transport that they want to take their own car and listen
to their own music on their own stereo system. So basically | think this is the
nature of the problems with my city.

OK, and are you optimistic that the situation will improve?

No, not really. They're trying, as | say théy’ve installed congestion charges
and laws to prevent it from happening but people will just shoulder that cost,
people will simply say “I have to pay five pounds more each time | go to
town”. So they will pay five pounds more but the problem remains until they
pedestrianise the centre of the city.

Part 3

OK, thank you. Now let's move onto Part 3. You've been talking about a
problem in your city and I'd like to ask you one or two more questions related
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to this. So'let's Considerfirst of all the development of cities. Could you
examine the causes of urbanisation?

Well the causes of urbanisation are basically the industrial revolution which
started | suppose in English cities. But when London’s East End started to
industrialise, then obviously they need hundreds of thousands of workers to
run the factories and the massive infrastructure of the port city which is
London which for certainly a century or so was one of the busiest ports in the
entire world. So the amount of people who had to come from the British
countryside or from other countries altogether, often places which had been
previously colonised by Britain. These people were all drawn towards the
centre offindustry and-therefore we get two things happening. One is a
massive .overcrowding-therefore a likeliness for easily transmitted diseases
or just.a lack of.clganiiness that you might find in a food market with too
many rats,'but the other side of the problem is, is so many communities who
are entirely different in their cultural outlook living next door to each other
and sometimes this works very well but other times we can see eruptions of
sporadic violence or malcontent amongst different social groups.

And could you speculate on how cities will develop in the future?

I think cities will probably develop upwards in the same way as we have seen
in American cities that buildings will become taller with better security guards
and more windows so that people can live in the city with the convenience of
the local 7-11 without having to encounter the chock-a-block street side life
that you will find in any modern metropolis.

And let’s talk about some global issues. Could you describe how noticeable
the gap between the rich and the poor is in your country?

Yes, it's certainly very noticeable and | would quote a prominent conservative
politician who said “The homeless! Oh they’re the people we step over
when we come out of the opera”. So in, in London particularly and also
Manchester and Birmingham you can really see a lot of people who are
sleeping in the street on newspapers whilst right next to them are extremely
wealthy London bankers or Arab oil men, people with chauffeurs, people with
people to carry the back of their coat over the homeless people so as not to
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tarnish it. So | think it's very obvious the difference between rich and the
poor particularly if you go closer to the centre of urbanised areas.

And how worried are you about rising world temperatures?

Well | think it's certainly worrying. The trend of global warming, so called,
also in other parts of the world we'll see global cooling so it's not simply the
idea of I'm worried about temperatures rising. If you look in the centre of
Canada at the moment there’s a massive cold snap which is harder than is
usually expected at this time of year. So | think that global warming is more
complex than perhaps just rising world temperatures. But certainly I'm
worried that we.have done something to the balance of our world’s
equilibrium, so to say, that we might not be able to repair.

Fhank'you=That is'the ‘end of the speaking test.
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F;eqﬁently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Scoring
ST hRAE

]S

1. How is my performance assessed?
O BRI RERT A2
Examiners will evaluate your performance according to 4
criteria namely fluency and coherence (FC), lexical
resource (LR), grammatical range and accuracy (GRA)
and pronunciation (P).
HIRXE XK 4 MO : Tt RaERYE (FC). HiCE
(LR) | 1BEE VI E S HIEHE(GRA) LI ALE(P),

2. What is the most important criterion in the speaking
test? Is it grammar?
REM PR EENRIERE?
No. The 4 criteria are weighted equally at 25% each.
The examiners will give a result for each criterion and
then work out the average of the 4 scores which equates
to an overall speaking score. If you get 6 for FC, 5 for
LR, 5 for GRA and 6 for P, then you will receive 5.5
overall for speaking,
AR 4 MESPERFESE, & 25%. DitESehx 44
R BITESY, SRIGTHEH 1 ANP0EG ZRTE FC 2% 6
53 LR 71 GRA #B& 5 5 53 P &5 6 43, IIREEFM
5.5%%,

3. Will | lose points if the examiner disagrees with my
opinion?
MROKERARNRNER, HSWINH1G?
No. You are judged on your English, not your opinions.
There is no right or wrong opinion.
Ao DIAIIEOPRUER IR AL, TidEE L, ELN
T,
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4<Fm not very opinionated ... Can | still get a good
score?
EARNMBERMA, BT IS F 5050
Yes. As long as you keep talking and use a wide range of
English, you can get a high score as this is not an IQ test.
Boring or obvious opinions are fine if you can produce a
wide and accurate range of language when expressing
them.

LARATDL, REEYREFSRETH A IE R 3 SOk 225 B O AR
%, BIRISEIES, BERZHRNE N DEAR, RAXHER
B

5. I'have a North American accent, is that OK?
REZEOE, XHEATG?
Yes. American English is not penalised in any part of the
test whether it be pronunciation or spelling.

Ao EEAETHEHRSEMTEY.

6. Can | ask my examiner what score he/she will give -
me?
HATE DX ES AR ILH 2
No. You will receive your IELTS result within 2 weeks
but not on the day.

ARfTo IELTS KIBSETEMAG 2 MEBZ Ak,

7. What happens if | disagree with the result | was
given?
MERM ORREEREE AN
You may ask the IELTS test centre to arrange another
IELTS examiner to reevaluate your speaking. This is
possible as all interviews are recorded. You may incur an
extra expense depending on whether your score changes
or not.
AT R, ST BRI b L R LM
%t HOHRGETEIWRHREFYR, R SEMIEIL
2 Rz, NIRKAT,
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8. Is it better to do the speaking test in my home

country or in England/Australia, etc.?
HECHERSMOKS LA thERFD?

In your home country is often thought to be the best place
to do the speaking test. However, do keep in mind that
all examiners receive exactly the same training around the
world which is moderated by a central body. The only
justification for why it may be better to do the test in
your home country is that you may score higher in
pronunciation as it is seen as more subjective; examiners
in your home country will be used to the Chinese accent
whereas those in England may not.
HEHENERZRBEWANRRTN. AMiHoE, 2itR
Jir B9 IELTS MR E B2 E AR MG £ E B SR
Blrve—TRE , SREAER TS BAG NS, Bl ER
OAEHUE I E 4 FhENOE,
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The 1.ls there anything | can do if | don’t understand a
Questions &

question?

BINE A E DR E M EE, ZEAN?

Yes. If you don’t understand you may ask the examiner
to repeat the question at any time during the interview.
However, if after repeating you still don’t understand,
only in Part 3 may you ask the examiner to explain or
rephrase a question. In Part 1 the examiner will simply
move on to the next question.

BERRHERME, TSR EER R, (BR R
EEJR, IRERRER, RATE Part 3 RHRAFTLUE X E #
AMRELEYRETE I ; 72 LR Part 1, DR E 288 i% A8
BT T —MER,

Answers
XFiA5%

2. What happens if | misunderstand the question?

MRBRK T ABEMNER, £RESMA?

You may lose some points under fluency and coherence
as the examiner may have difficulty following your
answer. In Part 3 the examiner may rephrase or explain
the question again to give you a second opportunity. This
will not happen in Part 1 though, the examiner will move
on to the next question.

VRRIRERAET R B e R MK ER 15y o 1E Part 3, LIt
FrRELBERANMRZE, ARE KN ESEE; (BEE
Part 1 i, i ESEZERIRF—/ MR,

3. What should I do if | can’t think of the right
vocabulary?
BRINFEERHEEMRCREFZE AN
Keep talking by paraphrasing (explaining the meaning of
the word). It’s better to say something than nothing. If
you simply pause and hope that somehow the word
miraculously pops into your head, the examiner will be
unable to assess you. In other words, long silences are
penalised in each criterion as you are producing no
vocabulary, grammar or pronunciation features and
showing no fluency.
[www.Topsage.-com]
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[$)]

IR A SRR IR R MR RIAIC, XET A
WAREF, DRERARILREWH T RESZRENH
CHY; BAIEDL, TUBRERIAIMTHIR ETE 4 TSP FERTEEE
&5

. Can | make up an answer or lie in the test?

EER YRR mISE RN TAG?

Preferably not. Although there is no way of knowing if
you are telling the truth or not, it’s OK to be honest and
more importantly you will sound much more natural and
fluent if you are. Just remember to use good English. If
the examiner asks you if you like your hometown, you
don’t need to pretend that you do if you don’t. It’s quite
fine to say you hate it as long as you do so using
appropriate English. Similarly if the examiner asks you if
you have ever had a pet, but you never have, then say so
and give a reason why you haven’t.

BIFAE, RARLHEZIERSERER AR, BEAE
FTHREBRERIFHFSORES; BRI, U OIRERRES
EXIRORK S , RIREEFI RN, RATLEIE R ERER
IRESRE T, REERBARETA,

. Can | ask the examiner questions?

AT ia) O & (e g 2

Yes and No. You may ask the examiner to repeat or

rephrase a question but do not ask him/her about their

opinions. The test examines your English, not the

examiner’s. You only have 11-14 minutes to show the

examiner the full range of English you have learnt over

the past 5 years or so, so don’t waste your precious time

listening to the examiner.

MUBLUTIE . AT RNE R E , IR LAEIRE SR —&, B
AEEROHENEE, EAR “RAREBRNEA". KRE
11~14 SR RREIROFE SRS, LEOIXE R BN
TRBE TR E SRR RS2,
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6.1s it OK to memorise my answers?
AIAEERIG?
No. There is no way of knowing exactly what questions
will be asked and therefore you may give inappropriate
answers if you simply regurgitate memorised answers.
Nevertheless, some common phrases that could be used
in a variety of situations are definitely OK to memorise.
AR REEA R BRI TS O OB , SRS . it
RIACTAEAR B384t 1" (B YRR R AT IABIE — AR RIS, 3 EE
ZRYhRIEE.

7. Should | be relaxed and easygoing or serious and
formal?
AR, REZRIGERAIETR ER 87
Try to be relaxed. You don’t need to sound academic in
the speaking interview. Just imagine that you are
discussing the interview questions with your friend so
that you sound more natural and fluent. Examiners are
your friends!

IRELLECKER, IRAEK, TSRS R
HHRXAEN . BOREERRIROIL, BIAEABES
RIE],

8.1s it OK to give short answers to avoid making too
many mistakes?
HAT A BUBE R I0 K & M SR 1D
No. Try to give full, extended, complete answers and
sentences. You need to demonstrate as much English as
possible in the time given.
BRUNE  ROZTE A BRAOR TR R R e 75 4 M B & A,
ARIAREISESZRES o
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9.

10.

11.

How:much should | say?

HEIZHE R?

In Part 1 you have 4-5 minutes to answer at least 3 and up
to 10 questions which works out to between 20 to 90
seconds per question but do not rely on slow épeech to fill
up this time. In Part 2 you must speak for 1-2 minutes
and it is advisable that you speak closer to 2 minutes than
1. The examiner is required to stop you if you speak for
longer than 2 minutes for which you will not be
penalised. In Part 3 you have 4-5 minutes to answer
between 2-6 questions which works out to between 40 to
150 seconds per answer. Try to find a happy medium
between these time frames so that you can answer a range
of \questions as this will produce a wider range of
language.

FE Part 1, 7£ 4~5 Sy $RRN EEE 3~10 MEE , §MEH
RHEAE 20~90 FO5ERR, RERE B BUS SRR R A KA
s 7E Part 2 , {RFEIL 1~2 HHhORHAIA ZZ, IRIRE
EIEBER, DERRE, (BIRRSE LN ; 7€ Part
3, HIRERE 2~6 MEE, IKF 4~5 530, 48
HFHE 40~150 RN HEE, 12 BN FHORETE,
I E R S FRELYRIESCRE RO TR o

Do | need to speak really quickly?

CEEIHSRIRAG?
No. Just speak at a steady, constant speed which can
balance your fluency and accuracy. s
REE, H—BEE | ARAZHEERA, IMELFREE
BHE,

Will | be recorded?

ik S REHDG?

Yes. For quality control and reassessment purposes all
interviews are recorded.

Ko ATFSERSATRE, URABENERE, Ok
EREFRE,
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1.Do all examiners have a British accent?

FrEMOXEHREXOEm?

No. Examiners come from a variety of backgrounds and
therefore accents may vary. You may even have a
Chinese examiner if they themselves have scored an
IELTS 9 on the test.

A, DAEREBRANER, B&ERRANOE, (RT6E
BEOIRRGH T ESE,

Examiners
XFORE

2. How many examiners will listen to me?
R ER, KB LLORE?
One during the interview but another examiner may listen
to your recording for reassessing or monitoring.

RS, R 1 AmitE .

3. Can | choose which examiner | want?
HATLUE R QIR ED?
No. Examiners will be arranged for candidates in a
random order. If you know the examiner in any way,
he/she may not assess you under any circumstances.
AR, O EREDRAFILRE , R IRAR RS,
it/ M R—ABEAVRAT OIR Y

4. Are some examiners stricter than others?
BLEOKERSHI &7
No. All examiners have received the same training so all
results are standardised. While some may look stricter,
their scoring won’t be.
Ao AR DR EEEEE —REROUIGR, T TR AR
—HH; BTN DR EERIERTH, IR RS E
BER R o
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The IELTS 15 !rsrtliwe- mtel.;;vn:\nll the ::mec:or t.mt; tzeIG:neral
Speaking Ainingkaadulend faclanit Byl
Test XM O 52 AR LN DR 28 E G2

Yes. There is no difference between the 2 modules in the
speaking section. It is exactly the same.

=, SELHEA,

XF IELTS Ak

N

. When should | take the speaking test?

Rk B B (8] R 1+ A RHE?

The speaking test is arranged on any day one week
before or after the test date. However, it will be
schieduled on the test day (Saturday / Thursday)
afternoon or the next day (Sunday / Friday) whenever
possible. Candidates are advised to check the speaking
test time and candidate number online by visiting the
IELTS online registration website ‘My Status’ page 2
days before the written test.
MEZRATRERHEX AT —AER G —ANEE—XK, ER

SEREZR YR (N /B FFaEiRw E (B E /B

1) &R, BIEESLBTERAT 2 KEF ELTS RN
“EREOIRA U 1075 SA0 i Al

3. Is the TOEFL speaking the same as the IELTS
speaking?
TOEFL § 0if#0 [ELTS &9 Hifk —#£5?
No. The speaking section of TOEFL is an integrated
skills test in which they combine your listening, reading
and speaking skills. There is no live interview with an
examiner in the TOEFL.
R—#Eo TOEFL IHRZEEBAT. %, s aREs, M2
DIFBSRit TR, Hi%E DiRE .
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4. Which section of IELTS speaking is the most
difficuit?
[hn: [ 5o R o3 )
Part 3 is the most difficult section of the speaking as
examiners will ask you questions on unfamiliar, more
academic topics.

Part3 o DHAE QIR — LXK S PG A B A FIRE,

5. What do | need to bring into the interview room with
me?
Oiket, EEHEAFAKRED?
Your ID card, test centre ID and a passport-sized photograph
taken within the previous 6 months for the examiner to check
and a positive attitude.
BUHE . WEIFRI—3k A A NIRRT ORI RS

6. What should | wear?
EHYRERMZFMHA?
It’s neither a fashion show nor a board meeting with the
directors. Just wear something you feel comfortable in
(smart casual) as you only want to be concerned with
your English not your clothes.

RATES HIRMASRATARIOARIR (B ER RRIR).
REROBHRIRNEY, fikss.
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Preparation
XTEEAES

1. Is it.possible to prepare for the speaking test?

i ER S AT RE 5 A 1G?

Yes. The more you learn about and understand the test,
the more confident and less nervous you will feel. IELTS
Superior Speaking will teach you exactly how to prepare
for each section.

Pl BT REXANEIR, RBSERE A0, FEEIRE
EH. APtERIRESITFE TN OEER,

. Are there any shortcuts to getting a high score?

BEMRERT USRS

Unfortunately not. However, IELTS Superior Speaking
will teach you how to maximise your score. How quickly
you improve all depends on how much time and effort
youlcan afford to allocate to preparing for the test.

Rt B8, R, ABATURBIREESE, EF LA
DAY, WeBURTIRIET £ Or A5 0 B4 XA
%iko

. How quickly can | expect to improve 1 band?

#Hi | HEELS AMEE?

All linguistic theory books suggest it takes around 200
hours of learning and practice to improve 1 level.
However this may be reduced for those students who may
have been out of practice with English for some time and
are just trying to regain their former glory. And some
students have a natural gift for learning languages.

IKESESIBARE, EOBEIE 200 M NHESTF £tk
195 (BAEA RN =BG T ], T AR
EERSY, WAL, #5 1| SFROM TR
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4.1s it best to have a British examiner as a teacher?
MRKEEE QRS 4 EITS b7
Your teacher doesn’t need to be an examiner nor British.
They just need to have a thorough understanding of the
IELTS and be qualified and experienced to teach you the
skills and strategies of the IELTS.

ROEMATER O ESREEA, REM(TTH# ELTS
WATTX, H HREET IELTS W VAL SER0ETT,

5. How can | improve my speaking?
TR E R A OLRE S
Practice, Practice, Practice. The more you practice, the
more you will learn, which leads to higher confidence
and lower nerves.

GR31.5R3) . BRI IR SIS S, Shamia BE1s,

6. Should | find a speaking partner?
HREER—FTURE S S 3HER AM?
Yes. Otherwise how can you practice? It doesn’t need to
be a foreigner nor do you need to get a foreign
boyfriend/girlfriend. Your partner could be a fellow
Chinese who is preparing for IELTS or just wants to
improve his/her English also.

XRNEH NN BB TR NE A S E S YRGS 31E
HIRT R, VRIS ST R AT AR IE7EMER TELTS ity 2 4,
BREBESIEREIHA.
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The Candidate’s Guide to An Examiner’s Marking Criteria
AR RE—F £ iR

Criterion

ko4

Fluency and
Coherence

M RER M

Do
—EE
m Speak at a steady, constant
speed
BEREEE R
= Speak naturally without
noticeable effort
VA EARRMIE
& Give extended answers
BTREMMNER
® Develop your opinions
KRROEE. BR
m Use linking devices to
organise your ideas logically
B AR R TR

Don’t
FAART
= Repeat yourself
BEEME
m Self correct yourself too much
HEERUE
= Speak slowly
BIEAR
= Pause, hesitate or break
down
53 REE RS HPTH
m Qveruse linking devices
WEMEAEEMEE
= Jump around between ideas
BRRRBE . PETER

Lexical Resource
HCE

m Use sophisticated vocabulary
& FRAEER Y IET
Ji#4): MRT system is very
good.
#i%: MRT system is very
effective.

= Demonstrate specialised
terminology
DB, FRETERERRIE

m Produce less common
expressions
REDREEEZRNAE

= Add some idiomatic language
fEA—EiEiE

m Use the correct word forms
and collocations
ERERMNEN SHEE

= Produce the vocabulary in
appropriate situations
R BIEX, EEELET

= Rely on mime or gestures to
convey meaning
RARE. ERFHRFERE

= Repeat vocabulary whenever
possible
ERERIMREL

= Think of the easiest word to
express something but also
avoid taking too many risks
with complex vocabulary in
the interests of maintaining
coherence
ATRHERTEREREEY
BEET, HRBREARESR.
BRI
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Grammatical Range
and Accuracy
BHEAEER R ERM

™ Use a wide range of both
simple and complex
structures
BIRE BB R B R MIELLEHN

= Demonstrate flexible use of
structures
BSZEARENIEEEN

= Focus on accuracy without
losing fluency
EEEAERVIARA

= Be communicative
WA E

= Produce too many errors
PARBHIR

= Use structures repetitively
T ERKAAENIELSEY

= Demonstrate only short
sentence forms
XAEaRE

Pronunciation
®E

® Try.and reduce your accent
RERMMRAOF

= Articulate words
mho-{

m Contract words where
possible
R GRREIE"
Kisy: 1 will be there.
@iy: I'll be there.

= Use weakened forms
A BEE"
J54y: salt and pepper
#iX: salt “n” pepper

= Demonstrate an ability of
sound links
fEREE"
Bi4y: it’sa
Hix: it'sa

= Use the correct word and
sentence stress
ERREEEARETHES”

= Speak with the correct
rhythm and intonation
BIEEAHIRE

= Articulate each word
separately

HER AT TS A it i3

u Speak in monotone
ERRFIERR

m Cause strain or confusion to
the listener
ERYTE N ERSES

NB B

When looking at the marking criteria it is worth noting that each criterion
is equally weighted so try to strike a balance between the 4 criteria.
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Listen to the following recordings to hear the difference
between an IELTS band 4, 5, 6, 7 and 9. Comments have
been provided on each of the students’ performances
according to the above criteria.

TEYTRE—IELTS MRAER 4 3. 5 4. 6 53 7 53F0 9 3 HIE#
G, HIRBEZERYE, BIMNESE “ORIFSRE (FC, LR,
GRA, P)" AR 4 (DRTEFERINIED o
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Part-1" Track 09

Possible
IELTS

Hello, my name is (examiner’s name).
ol What’s your full name please?
And your Chinese name?
What can I call you?
Can I check your ID and passport please?
In the first part, I’d like to ask you some general questions
about yourself.

4 53 (BESH)

Let’s talk about your job or studies.

=-What do you do?

= Describe a typical day in your job.

= Whai’s the most difficult thing about your job?
= What have you learnt from your boss?

Now I'd like to ask you about memories.

= Do you like to think about the past? Why/Why not?
= What are some ways that you remember the past?
® What is one of your favourite memories?

Let’s move on to pets.

= Have you ever had a pet?

= Which pets are popular in your country?
= Why do people enjoy pets?

Part 2
In Part 2, I will give you a topic and I’d like you to talk about
it for 1-2 minutes. Before you talk, you will have one minute

to think about what you are going to say. You may make
some notes if you wish. Do you understand?

[www.Topsage.com]
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Topic Card

| Describe a relaxing activity.
| You should say:

‘ ® what it is

| m where you do it

| m how it relaxes you

and explain why you enjoy it.

= How did you find out about this activity?
= Would other people find this relaxing?

Part-3

You’ve been talking about a relaxing activity and I'd like to
ask you one or two more questions related to this. Let’s
consider first of all:

The importance of relaxation

u Describe how important it is to lead a balanced life.

® Compare how people relaxed in the past to more modern
relaxation techniques.

= Explain what dangers there are of no relaxation time.

* Stress

® Suggest some positive and negative ways people deal with
stress.

® Agree/Disagree that children’s lives are more stressful than
before.

Thank you. That is the end of the speaking test.

The scores are given as a guide only and may not be a true indication of
what the student would get in the official test. The following is an
examiner's comments, which should be used so that you can learn from
other people’s mistakes and not to determine your score.

(TR BRESE, FHRTUAEEREMBAGERPEIHNL, )
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Criterion

Mistake

Example
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Correction/Advice

TR iR 245115 BF BESEW
Unable to extend A number of questions | Try to say at least 3
[EESED N in Part 1 were sentences for each
answered with only 1 answer in Part 1.
sentence.
Short responses Part 2 just over 1 It's better to speak
BB AL minute closer to 2 minutes
FC than 1 minute.
ﬁ%ﬁ Slow to respond Kender couldn't If you don’t
o & vEAR understand the first & | understand, then you
i REBX 4 g A
ER second questions in may ask the examiner
4% Part 3 so remained to explain in Part 3. If
silent. you remain silent you
get no points in each
criterion.
Slow speech The pace throughout | Try to speak at a
akie the interview was too | steady, constant
slow. speed.
Inappropriate vocab. » Inside activities » Indoor activities
LG
Wrong collocations > Do a little trouble > Have a little trouble
SERAVIERS
Wrong prepositions > In the weekend > At/On the weekend
LR NEMGRA
TI: 5 Repetitive vocabulary | “Maybe” was repeated | There are many
i BEMEL at least 5 times. different ways to say
4 5 “maybe”, see page
115.
Simple vocabulary Throughout the Don’t always think of
ST RMET interview there was no | the easiest way of
use of complex answering a question,
vocabulary. try to show more
sophistication.
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Criterion

TR HRAE

Mistake

S

Example
24135 87

Correction/Advice
BESEW

Wrong word order
FFFHIR

» My boss is good
emotion control.

> He controls his
emotions well.

Wrong modals

> I will working

> I will work

HIRMEBES
GRA | Wrong tenses > Before I teaching > Before I teach
ExEmEE | HRONE
SHIEHmM | Simple structures Throughout the Remember there are
44 ST ERMIEEES interview the most SO many ways to
complex structures express “and”, “so”,
were clauses “pbecause”, “but”.
connected with “and”, | Every student knows
“s0”, “because”, “but”. | these structures. Be
more sophisticated.
No contractions > I will working > I’ll work
AR EREE"
Incomplete sounds > Physics > Physics [ 'f1ziks]
N
P ek » Dangerous » Dangerous
['dernd3zoras]
RE - - -
6% Wrong sounds > Experiment [i:] > Experiment [e]

HRMRE

> Walk vs Work

> Walk [0:] ; Work [3:]

» Instrument [iz]

» Instrument [1]

Chinese English
PREE

» Is [1z9]

> Is [1z]

> But [bato]

> But [bat]

[www.Topsage.com]




Possible
IELTS

Band 5
553 (BE54)
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Part1 Track 10

Hello, my name is (examiner’s name).

What’s your full name please?

What can I call you?

Can I check your ID and passport please?

In the first part, I'd like to ask you some general questions
about yourself.

Let’s talk about your work or school.

= Are you a student or do you work?

& How do you travel to work?

® What training did you need for this job?

® Are there any other jobs you would like to do in the future?

Now I'd like to discuss sport.

= Which sports are you good at?

® Which sport do you think is the most dangerous?

= Which famous sports person would you like to meet?
Why?

Let’s move on to clothes and fashion.

® What kind of clothes do you feel comfortable in?
® Are brand names important to you?

= Do you often buy new clothes?

Part 2

In Part 2, I will give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about
it for 1-2 minutes. Before you talk, you will have one minute
to think about what you are going to say. You may make
some notes if you wish. Do you understand?
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Topic-€ard

Describe an unhealthy habit you have.
You should say:

= what it is

= when and how often you do it

= why it is unhealthy

and explain what you can do about it.

® Do you think it will get more serious?
Part 3

You’ve been talking about an unhealthy activity and I'd like
to ask you one or two more questions related to this. Let’s
consider first of all:

Health

s Comment on how much healthcare support your
government provides.

= Compare how healthy people are today to the past.

Medicine
= Compare the benefits of western medicine to natural
medicine.

m Assess how dependent we are on medicine these days.

Thank you. That is the end of the speaking test.
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Criterion
TR

Mistake

B

Example
245115 R

Introduction | 31

Correction/Advice
BIESEI

Slow speech Shang relied on slow | Remember if you
Cii=P N 4 speech throughout the | speak slowly the
interview to keep examiner will hear
talking. every mistake. Ata
more steady speed
some mistakes may
be missed. Although
grammatical accuracy
.FC was high, a balance
AR must be struck with
Egp fluency.
54 Pauses Pauses often occurred | If you can't think of
FRA % before the use of more | how to say a word,
complex vocabulary or | then try to paraphrase.
grammar. Balance complexity
with fluency.
Unable to extend Most answers in Part | Try to say at least 3
PHEALD 1 were 1-2 sentences. | sentences for each
question in Part 1.
Inappropriate vocab. > If I was in an > If I was/were
A g A emergency case (informal/formal) in
: an emergency Or In
case of an emergency
LR > At first time > At first
ALk > I ask for my dentist > I asked my dentist
4% > Lessen this kind of > Lessen the effect of
syndrome this kind of syndrome
Missing prepositions > Abrasion your enamel | > Abrasions to your
BRAOME enamel
Missing articles > I take MRT > I take the MRT
R 53iE
r Missing verbs > The driver alwaysin | » The driver always
GRA : :
s a very high speed goes at a very high
BEEATEE state. speed.
SR Passive vs Active > Let me wear on my > It is worn on my
59  |\wms5xm teeth. teeth.
Wrong word order > Prevent my teeth > Prevent abrasions to
HEERE from abrasion. my teeth.

[www . T
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Criterion
TETRAE

Mistake

Hix

agreement
FESHEAF—K

Incorrect subject-verb

Example
2451158

> Modern people is
healthier.

Correction/Advice
BESEIY

> Modern people are
healthier.

Inappropriate tenses
HIRMES

> People in the past
don’t have so much
pressure.

» People in the past
didn’t have so much
pressure.

Wrong sound

> State, make, strange,

> State, make, strange,

H2HES famous [2] famous [e1]
> Pyjamas [a:z] > Pyjamas [oz]
» Grind [a:] » Grind [a1]

Wrong stress » Painkiller > Phinkiller

FEHIR

[www.Topsage.com]
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Part I Téck 11

Possible
IELTS . __
Hello, my name is (examiner’s name).
Band 6 ; )
6 S S EH) What’s your full name please?
= What can I call you?

Can I check your ID and passport please?
In the first part, I’d like to ask you some general questions
about yourself.

Let’s talk about your hometown.

= Where are you from?

= What is the area like where you live?

u s there anything you would like to change about your
hometown?

Now I’d like to talk about your family. Is that okay?
= Do you have a large or small family?

= When do you get together as a family?

® What do you like to do with your family?

Let’s move on to your free time.
= Do you have a lot of free time?
= How do you spend your time away from work or studies?
= Do you prefer to spend time alone or with friends? Why?

Part 2
In Part 2, I will give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about
it for 1-2 minutes. Before you talk, you will have one minute

to think about what you are going to say. You may make
some notes if you wish. Do you understand?
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Topic.Card

| Describe something that you would love to learn.
You should say:
m what it is

| m how you will learn it

| m what it may lead to in the future
and explain why you are interested in it.

= Do you think you will be good at it?
Part 3

You've been talking about something you would like to learn
and 1'd like to ask you one or two more questions related to
this. Let’s consider first of all:

Education

= Explain how the education system in your country has
changed over the past 50 years.

= Suggest some changes the Education Department should
make in your country to the education system.

Schools

= Compare the effectiveness of coeducational and single sex
schools.

m Agree/Disagree that exams are the best way to measure
what a student has learnt.

= Consider who you learn more from—your teachers or your
parents?

= Predict how education and learning will change in the
future.

Thank you. That is the end of the speaking test.
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B
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Correction/Advice

FC
il R
i
6 5

Misunderstood
questions
IR (E) R

When do you get
together as a family?

Describe something
you would love to
learn.

SIES5&EW
If you don’t understand
a question in Part 1,
you may ask the
examiner to repeat but
not to explain. In Part
2 you may ask the
examiner to explain the
topic card (Steven
described something
he has learnt, not
something he would
love to learn in the
future).

f Short-responses in

Part
E¥/ARE

> I have a small family.
> 1 do have a lot of free
time.

Try to say at least 3
sentences for Part 1
questions.

Slower speech and
hesitations in Part 3
PHRAE. FIRAS

Pauses before more
complex vocabulary
and grammar in Part 3

Try to speak without
noticeable effort in all
parts of the interview.

LR
HECE
6%

Chinese English
HREE

» Do you understand?
— Understand.

> Do you understand?
— Yes, I do.

Inappropriate vocab.

> The reason I like it

» The reason I like it is...

4% HFiE because...
> As what I mentioned... | » As I mentioned...
> Daily speaking English| » Everyday English
> We stand the frontier | » We are in the frontline
> Cosex » Coed
Word forms » Delicate food » Delicacies
L > Makes my feelings > Makes me feel better
better

> Share some gossips (n.)

» Gossip (v.)
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Criterion

TR HRAE

Mistake

HiR

Countable vs

Example
24135 8

> A lot of pleasures

Correction/Advice
SES5RW

> A lot of pleasure

Uncountable "
AR ERTHER > Other entertainments | » Other forms of
entertainment
Incorrect subject-verb | » Taipei have... > Taipei has...
agreement
FESHER—K
GRA Wrong modals > Taipei should need... | » Taipei should...
N HIRMIES Taipei needs...
EREREE :
SHTm® Comparatives > More faster » Faster
5% LR
Wrornig word order » It makes us easier to... | » It makes it easier for
FFER us to...
> Instead of what your > Instead of what is
neighbours is happening with your
happening... neighbours...
Indirect speech > Global view of what | » Global view of where
jEl{E Rk the world is going. the world is going.
P] Unnecessary sounds | » Portfolio > Portfolio
B= BRORE [posta’fauliou] [post'fauliou]
6%
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IELTS

Band 7
7 3 (BEHH)
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Part1 7Mck 12

Hello, my name is (examiner’s name).

What’s your full name please?

What can I call you?

Can I check your ID and passport please?

In the first part, I'd like to ask you some general questions
about yourself.

Let’s talk about what you do.

= Do you work or are you a student?

w Why did you choose this job?

ws.your company a good one? Why/Why not?
uWhen would you like to retire?

Now I'd like you to speak about art.

= How often do you visit a museum or art gallery?
= Did you learn Art at high school?

= Are there any famous artists from your country?

Let’s discuss transport.

= What kinds of public transport are available in your city?

m Why do people take public transport instead of private
transport like cars or motorcycles?

= Should public transport be made cheaper?

Part 2
In Part 2, I will give you a topic and I’d like you to talk about
it for 1-2 minutes. Before you talk, you will have one minute

to think about what you are going to say. You may make
some notes if you wish. Do you understand?
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Topic*€Card

Describe an electronic device you own.
You should say:

= what it is

= what it looks like

= what functions it has

and explain why you like it.

= Would you recommend this product to others?
Part 3

You've been talking about an electronic device that you own
and I'd like to ask you one or two more questions related to
this. Let’s consider first of all:

The Internet

m Is Internet banking popular in your country?

m Suggest some ways to make the Internet safer for children
to use.

Information technology
= Justify the amount of money spent worldwide developing
technology.

= Speculate on how technology will develop in the future.

Thank you. That is the end of the speaking test.
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Criterion
W rE

Mistake

E=17S

Example
eI

Introduction | 39

Correction/Advice
IEESEIY

Short responses in A number of answers | Try to say at least 3
FC Parts 1 & 2 consisted of only 1 sentences for each
: EEBAS sentence. The question in Part 1. Try
ik 74 3 examiner had asked to speak for closer to 2
HERM all questions within 3 | minutes than 1 in part.
7 o minutes in Part 1.
Part 2 was just under
90 seconds.
Inappropriate > Ican’t complain more. | » I can’t complain at all.
vocabulary . o a
T8 9 >1 am still young though. | » As I’'m still young.
>Maybe put in the pocket.| > Maybe fits in the pocket,
> What we have now and | »What we have now
‘LR back 10 years... compared to 10 years
F ago...
B & e - -
75 Missing/inappropriate/ | » Apply it online > Apply for it online
extra prepositions
— > How to get sources they| > How to get to the
NERA
want? sources they want?
> Technology is what we | » Technology is what we
can’t live without with. can’t live without.
> In the corner > On the corner
Wrong tenses > That’s why I choose > That’s why I chose
SHIRAIBIS this job. this job.
Countable vs » MRTs > The MRT
Uncountable
GRA THERTHEE
k=M@ | Wrong word order > It’s too much > It’s much too
SgFmy | BFER expensive. expensive.
84 Wrong modals > 1 just wouldn’t > I just couldn’t
HIRMES imagine... imagine...
Incorrect subject-verb | » Whatever teachers > Whatever teachers
agreement says... say...
FESHER—K
P Haley’s pronunciation is clear and natural at all times.
rE
84
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Possible
IELTS

Band 9
9B (BEHH)

Part l-.léck 13

Hello, my name is (examiner’s name).

What’s your full name please?

Can I check your ID and passport please?

In the first part, I’d like to ask you some general questions
about yourself.

Let’s talk about where you are from.

= Where’s your hometown?

m Which places should tourists visit?

& Is there anything you don’t like about your hometown?

Let’s'move on to the weather.

= What is the weather like where you live?
= Do you prefer summer or winter?

= What do you like to do when it’s raining?

Now I'd like to ask some questions about shopping.
= Who do you like to go shopping with?
= Do you prefer shopping malls or traditional markets?

Part 2

In part 2, I will give you a topic and I’d like you to talk about
it for 1-2 minutes. Before you talk, you will have one minute
to think about what you are going to say. You may make
some notes if you wish. Do you understand?

[www.Topsage.com]
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Topic Card

Describe someone famous that you admire.
You should say:

| ® who the person is

| m what they do

| m how they became successful
and explain why you admire them.

Part 3

You’ve been talking about someone famous that you admire
and]’d like to ask you one or two more questions related to
this. [Let’s consider first of all:

Fame
= Evaluate the pros and cons of being famous.
= Explain what responsibilities celebrities have to our society.

Success

® Discuss which element is more important for success: luck
or hard work?

® Define how success is measured.

® Describe how success can change a person.

Thank you. That is the end of the speaking test.
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Petula

SCRIPTS XEAA

The following scripts are of native speakers and are totally unedited so you will find there
are some grammatical errors. Even native speakers will make some grammatical errors.
Those mistakes which are similar to native speakers are not penalised by the examiner.
UTHARHEERIEHIGENIEA, BEEMBEREREBY, FFURNTRAFTEEE LOHER, X&
FRMNAERZHEARLBAAHLER BLSLHE MRRBILT XMNER, BAXLERFAFRHORE
5o

Part.1

Hello, my name is Christopher’, What's your full name please?
My full name is Petula Parris.

Can | check your ID and passport please?

Yeah sure.

That's fine. Thank you. Now in the first part, I'd like to ask you some general
questions about yourself. Let's talk about where you are from.

OK.
Where's your hometown?

My hometown is in the south west of England. The south west of England is
all countryside so | live in the countryside on a farm, in a, it's not actually a
village it's just a farm by itself in a valley so we don’t have any neighbours.
It's just all of our, all of our fields and then not far from our farm is the coast.

OK, and which places should tourists visit?

Well, there’s lots of places tourists can visit actually. We even have lots of
tourists staying in our farmhouse and they can walk around the countryside.

[www.Topsage.com]
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There’s lots of different country walks or hiking coz there’s lots of forests and
then you can go to the coast, to the seaside. There’s a small seaside town
there so there’s lots of different kinds of souvenir shops and restaurants and
cafes, some swimming pools or you can swim in the sea if it's not too cold.
There’s lots of coastal walks or there’s lots of coastal paths that you could
cycle along so it's those kinds of things just walking, cycling, being kind of
outdoor activities.

And is there anything you don't like about your hometown?

|.think probably the biggest problem is that it's a bit boring sometimes, like |
said there’s no neighbours and even the seaside village we live near is really
quite, really quite small., So,apart from the summer there’s not really anyone
there.\/In the ‘winter.it's really quiet so there’s not much to do when you're
young.

OK, let's move on to the weather. What is the weather like where you live?

Well the summer’s quite nice. It's usually quite sunny and hot in the
summer. The winter’s cold. It rains a lot. Sometimes it snows but when it
snows, the snow doesn't really settle very much, it's never very deep and
then the autumn and the winter. The autumn’s quite cold as well actually.
You can't really differentiate the autumn from the winter and then the spring
that's quite cold as well, yeah.

OK, so do you prefer summer or winter?

| definitely prefer the summer because there’s not very much sun in the
winter and | think when there’s no sun it's really depressing. When there’s
sun you can do loads of things—you can go to the beach, you can go
outside, you can do sport, you can just do anything without worrying about
being cold so | like the summer definitely.

And what do you like to do when it's raining?

Well it does rain quite a lot of, it does rain quite a lot of the time in England
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so | usually go to an indoor swimming pool or go to the cinema or just stay at
home and read, watch TV. | mean if you have an umbrella, you can still go
outside and go walking anyway.

OK, now I'd like to ask you some questions about shopping. Who do you like
to go shopping with?

Well really | only like going by myself. | really hate going with other people
because it takes ages to walk around with them because sometimes they
want.to go to different shops than you do and if they want to try on clothes,
youhave to wait for them or if you want to try on clothes, they have to wait
for-you, | And I-don't really- like having to listen to what they think about the
clothes ¥m trying.so.l just'ike going by myself.

And do you prefer shopping malls or markets?

| definitely prefer shopping malls coz if you go to traditional markets, then
often you can’t try the clothes on. Although it's cheaper, the quality isn't
always very good so if you can't try it on, you don’t know if it fits and then if
you, when you've gone home and you try it on, it doesn’t fit, you can’t usually
take it back to markets but in shopping malls if there’s a problem you can
take it back, you just need a receipt. They have changing rooms. You can
try it on so | think that's much better.

Part 2

OK. (cough) Sorry. Let's move onto Part 2. | will give you a topic and I'd
like you to talk about it for 1-2 minutes. Before you talk, you will have one
minute to think about what you are going to say. You may make some notes
if you wish. Do you understand?

Yes.

OK, so here’s your paper and a pen and here’s your topic. I'd like you to
describe someone famous that you admire.
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OK. I'd like to talk about a man called Nelson Mandela. I'm sure you know
who he is. He’s very famous around the whole world because he used to be
the president of South Africa. Now | admire him not because he was the
president but because he fought throughout his whole life. | mean, he’s
already an old man, possibly 80 | think, and he fought throughout his whole
life for something he believed in. He really stuck to his guns. He followed
what he believed in, stuck to his principles which were, what he fought for
was racial equality in South Africa during apartheid. He wanted equality
between black and white people and | mean his life was very difficult he was
imprisoned for 40 years. Even before he was imprisoned, he was always
wanted by the South-Affican government and despite all this, he still never
gave up what he believed-in. Even when he was in jail he found lots of ways
of 'continting the struggle'whether it was through other prisoners he, he also
passed communications and kept the movement going through some of the
prison wardens that, that sympathised with him and his cause. So despite
being in prison for 40 years, he still could, he, he could still fight for what he
thought was right and | mean, in our everyday lives, we meet lots of things
that we want to give up on. Even if it's just an exam or something like that so
I really can’t imagine how difficult it must be to fight for the same thing for
your whole life and not give up.

Part3

OK. Let's move onto Part 3. You've been talking about someone famous
that you admire and I'd like to ask you one or two more questions related to
this. Let's consider first of all fame. Could you please evaluate the pros and
cons of being famous?

I think, | think there’s probably more disadvantages to being famous than
advantages. The obvious advantages are money. | mean, when you're
famous, everybody wants you to do things; be on adverts, do speeches, just
loads of things so you earn lots of money. And if you have lots of money,
you can just, you can just do anything you want and you get to meet, you get
loads of opportunities. You get to meet lots of people that you wouldn’t have
met; lots of, do lots of things that you wouldn’t have been able to do. You
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get special treatment. You can go to parties like really like the Oscars and
things like that. But because most famous people are really in the public eye
all of the time, there’s a huge pressure on your personal life. People want to
know about your family and your relationships and everything you do so
there’s really an invasion of privacy by the media. | think that's a really big
disadvantage you can't, you can't just, you can't just live normally anymore
you really have to adapt to being a public figure. | think that's a big
disadvantage.

OK.~And can you please explain what responsibilities celebrities have to our
society?

Well; I think because it's society that makes the celebrity famous, | don’t
really think the celebrilies have any responsibilities to society. | think society,
because society is responsible for making the celebrity famous then if they
think the celebrity is doing anything wrong then it's up to society to not
support them anymore or show that, that they disapprove of what they are
doing. So | really think it's, | think society has more responsibility than the
celebrity.

OK. And let’s talk about success. Could you discuss which element is more
important for success: luck or hard work?

Well, we say in English ... What's the saying? ... “If at first you don’t succeed,
try, try again” and | think that displays that really, really hard work is a big
element of being successful. But then you also need to “speculate to
accumulate” and if you speculate, you're taking risks and if you take risks, |
think you really need luck to be on your side. So you definitely need a
certain, a certain element of, of good luck. You need to be in the right place
in the right time and meet the right people and if you're, you're, if you have a
business, then you need the economy to be favourable or the market to be
favourable so | think probably more hard luck ... ah hard luck!?! More hard
work but a little bit of luck is definitely needed to get started.
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OK. And could you define how success can be measured?

I think it's probably usually measured in money. Often when we say the
most successful people, we mean the people with most money but then it
can also be measured in status like your social position like we think
presidents are successful, important politicians are successful. | suppose
you could also measureit, you could measure it in how happy, happy the
people are but | don’t think people really use that kind of measurement. |
think definitely, definitely money would be the main, the main way to
measure success.

OK, and.could you'desctibe how success can change a person?

Well /I think that when people, when people are successful sometimes they,
coz they've achieved what they’'ve wanted to achieve they kind of lose all
interest so they just want to be more successful or they feel a bit depressed
because they don't know what the point of living is anymore. | remember |
watched a film recently called Alexander and he was just a very successful
warrior and he conquered country after country but each time he succeeded
in conquering a new country, then he was bored again so he had to conquer
another country. So sometimes | think it means that you kind of, you kind of
lose your interest in life and you don’t know what the point of living is
anymore. And then obviously if it, if success comes with fame, then you
have to adapt to being famous and that sometimes makes your life, you have
to be quite distant from your family and friends. You don’t know who you can
trust anymore. If they’ll sell, if they’ll, you don’t know if they'll sell your story
to the papers or, or tell your secrets to people so you probably have to make
a lot of adaptions in your, in your private life.

OK. Thank you. That s the end of the speaking test.

47

[www._Topsage.com]



48 | IELTS Superior Speaking

DIY Study Guide for Speaking
HiEREh— B2 EiR

1. Repeat after a recording
SiR%3)
The first time you repeat it will probably be slower than the

Fluency &
Coherence

RHMERERYE

actual recording so keep repeating until you gain the same
speed as the native speaker. Be aware that you may need
to use sound links, contractions and weakened forms to
match-their speed.
HEE-RBE RGN, SNEESLEE, (REAEE
3, EEIRYHEREE SARE N BB A REE—
2 GYBEERNRAARMERES". “HERIE"URL‘S
CBRE
2. Repeat the same topic
EE4IERMNER
The first time you say a Part 2 topic, for example, you will
produce a somewhat slow response with little information.
The more often you repeat it, the more fluently your
response should come out. Remember when you begin to
produce more fluent answers, you will need to add more
information to ensure that you keep talking for 1-2
minutes.
NIFFIA%R I OIERIRA Part 2 B, YREO R RSHAE, SkixPHOE
BRI, EEHSIRDISEXFRGL. ok, YIRS
FAE, IREEBAREETE S BRI IRAE R ARESE 1~2
.

3.Use it or lose it
R gEfE FFRIC
The reason why you pause or hesitate is often in search of
vocabulary which is not readily available to you. The more
you use a word, the more likely it will become active
vocabulary. By the same token if you never use a word

[www.Topsage.com]



Introduction | 49

that'you have learn, it is destined to be forgotten.
B VRE AN SRR, REAIREEREEIRAEN
L. PR SIERZE AL, WL SEER TR,

. Focus on English, not IQ

EEEXENENLE

Another reason why you may break down is that you have
no opinion. As a student about to study your Master’s
Degree, of course you want to sound very educated and
knowledgeable, but remember IELTS stands for
International English Language Testing System, it’s not an
1Q test. - Examiners are testing your English not your
intelligence. If you can’t think of a smart response, then
say something obvious, boring, or even stupid but use good
English while you are doing so. Saying something is better
than nothing. If you say nothing then you lose points in
each criterion, not just fluency. If you say something
stupid, you will still gain points in each criterion. The only
thing you may lose is face but who cares? You’ll never see
the examiner again.

FEIRER S PRGNS —NEREREAREE BCHEE,
S0 [ELTS QIR AL L RN T RIS+, URSFBED
ISR A AR A {BIEFID, IELTS BE MR RE
71, AEE D, F—LEREIHEE, IR —LTH|, B
BENEDE, CREREFON, RAMEH BT AZ
Rt

. Read, read, read

PEEXRBNNE

Again if you break down due to a lack of opinions then
start reading up on a variety of topics and pay particular
attention to different people’s opinions. Nobody ever has a
totally original opinion—everyone copies and adapts a
number of ideas from various people when formulating
their own opinion.
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AN IR AR SEUE E RIS , IR BT R4
RETANSGE, HEERBIATRROEN. S AKER
BRI, B OANERSIEF ANk R
BHOHERL.

.Don’t be shy for 11-14 minutes

HRHFEEH

Even if you are shy in your native country using your
native language—a person known to be of few words, you
will have to change your personality for a mere 11-14
minutes as the examiner can only make an evaluation of
what he/she hears. Again, if they hear nothing or very
little, then it will affect each criterion. Try to be as
talkativesas possible and say as much as possible.
WERARRANEERARE ST, IIRUIIE TR 11~14 4>
PHEERIIFREERME, RATRELEE D RE G MES %
BN

. Use signpost expressions

fEA“4E5 11" HIRIE

Signpost expressions are words that give the listener some
direction, for example: Firstly, By this I mean, For
instance, In contrast, To be honest. All these expressions
give the listener some idea of what kind of information to
expect next, which makes it easier to follow and
understand the conversation.

fEFA—LE S5 M RIRIE , AUTETES 1051, LT E s EIE
BERRAERER KRS S, Blan: Fistly (F248). By this I
mean (FKFJFER). For instance (#fI20). In contrast (FH ).
To be honest (FZLi),
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1. Read, read, read
SEEEES: S
Read something you enjoy reading; the more you enjoy it,
the more you will read and the more you read, the more
vocabulary you will learn. It doesn’t matter if you are
reading a signpost on the street or Harry Potter—you can
learn English anywhere and everywhere.
B ERBOB I ST, WSS, (RE SRR
M. NERE LRIRE, ERECAF] B xR/ NS, %
XS RTEFFAER

2. Review, review, review

£3, 83, B8B83

If you don’t review, you will forget. It is often boring to
reyiew, but it is absolutely essential to retain and
consolidate vocabulary learnt. There’s no point learning
new words, in fact it would be a waste of time if you can’t
even remember the words you have learnt previously.
IRV >, RIRESRION . 55 BRREMR, (HiX
RILEHIEIRCUEN . RECLSS HRTETR
&, BBABHFHIAN th R 2R AT,

3. Use an English-English dictionary

fERR-RF

It may be difficult at first but it will have far-reaching
effects, as every time you learn a new word you will be
reviewing old vocabulary. These days learner dictionaries
only use around 2,000 of the most common words found in
the English language. Such a vocabulary base should
already be developed by the stage a student gets to high
school. A translator may have short-term benefits but
will only slow you down in the long run.

— e RS- F R BRI, (B 4R B e T gEHaTe,
VRIS SIBINHAIRIT, SRR SR, — -
HRZYfEF 2000 N—RRAETRND, X Eeirll RSt A re s R B
EA&N, HARTTH, BRTNUREESIHCNEE, [E5
RIRE, XRTEBIBIRISE SIS
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g e " 4.

(3]

Use itor lose it

RATREfE AFTRIC

Always try to use new words in conversation or writing as
this is the best way to remember a word. The more you
use it, the easier it will be to recall next time you wish to
use it.

LIRES—DHERIAE, BIFRINER AN SHERE.

. Practise paraphrasing

&3k

As a non-native speaker, it doesn’t matter how many words
you-learn; there will always be a time when you don’t
know 'the word for something you wish to express. This
willbe even more likely when you are in a test and you are
feeling nervous, tired and maybe even scared. Therefore
it’s important that you have the ability to paraphrase. Open
up any book or even a dictionary and see if you can
describe a word using other words—you may use a
synonym, parallel expression or even a sentence to
describe your meaning. Even native speakers use this
technique as everyone’s mind goes blank from time to
time.

MNTFEHEIEREMARS, RiSRET S O8IE, HREER
GIRIIHER, REAEF AT BikAt. Rk, B&FERARRNES
TTRRFANERT R R R I R—RAREEN . M—APBEk
FHAEELE—MA, REEARALZERHTREAEN
BE. BLESEAIEN AR ARERACRERN, thim
Eral,
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FIERAETE

Students most commonly use an incorrect word form, that
is, they use a noun when they should use a verb or they use
an adjective when they should use an adverb. When you
learn a new word also find out what the part of speech is
and what the other word forms are.

—RFERFIDOERB AN, R BN AT
1A, R FRIAR A THRA. MIREE— N RIAR
—EEH TR LRI TR,

BN RREN UHRBEK RHRT-RITHRRIT R

S9%#0Q Richard: 15970184 Molly: 14225154
Phantom: 896870980 Eva: 1093452635
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1. Record'yourself
XTHENFE
Often when you are speaking you don’t realise how many
mistakes you make or what they are. You’ll be surprised
that you can actually pick up a lot of mistakes yourself if
you replay your talk, and by copying it down, it will
probably bring out even more errors. Once you’ve noted
your most common errors, get yourself a grammar practice
book and practise your weaknesses.
KHOWOIRGS R TR, ReXA BN TIHE PRIRE R
EEIR, 1L FTECRFIENER, HERBEDREIEE
BT .

Grammatical
Range and
Accuracy

BREAEE
E5HFmY

2 /Fake apart and reconstruct sentences
Sk BARTFEN )
Open up any book and choose a sentence. Break up the
sentence into smaller sentences and then without referring
back to the original sentence see if you can put it back
together again. In the IELTS you will need to be able to
produce both short and complex sentence forms. You will
not get a high score if you only use short simple sentences
for the sake of accuracy.
BEEM—AB sk — T, 4SPERT o LB A
¥, BEHRFRTEN . £ [ELTS Bk, RAZFHERR
HRANEERNER WY T T ERET— B AEE
T, BERABEEIH.

3. Practise linking words and expressions
% fERER
The easiest way to make a sentence sound more complex is
by using a linking word. Get yourself a grammar book and
practise using conjunctions and linking words.
L= MAFITHESR SEEE | I B S B 5 Sk R 1A, =]
i B ARSI RN
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The more you read, the more good grammar you will come
across. The more accurate and complex grammar you are

exposed to, the more likely it is that some of it will rub off
on you.

RIBASREL | RRARREE S AT R TE L, DU H s
BRIER,

BNz

/visaDIY

D
BB St UAREIK MM RITH AR R

SM%iHQ Richard: 15970184 Molly: 14225154
Phantom: 896870980 Eva: 1093452635
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Pronunciation
5

".

N

Note down phonemics

ETHRRANETY

When you learn a new word, it is essential that you also
learn how to say it otherwise you can use it in writing but
not in speaking. By learning and using the phonemic script
for each new word you learn, you will feel more confident
when it comes to using it verbally.
YRR — AN EIAR, A ENERATRLED, BTN
{RFEHE R HERCAEDS EfdEiE L.

. Repeat after a recording

SR

Practise repeating after a recording over and over again.
The/first time you may have the clarity but you will most
likely be missing the other native speech patterns such as
word and sentence stress, rhythm and intonation, sound
links, weakened forms and contractions. Keep practising

- until it sounds identical to the native speaker.

BERG . RAFIREEENERER, BRI TES. &
HEETE, A%, HEIBCHAERTUTEIER K
BE.

. Read aloud

KEZHFR

This will help you to improve your motor skills. As
English is not your mother tongue, your mouth will not be
used to using certain muscles. Therefore they need to be
given a workout as often as possible. If you read aloud a
tapescript it will give you the opportunity also to listen and
check your pronunciation.

IXBERSBIRYIRERIRIE Sk, SEEHIRIRIENE, FTAURIEAR
SR TREANNER, RGN ELE> . KERHRE
T, R A E L SR EE DA E.
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The more you listen, the more familiar the sounds of the
English language will become to you. This will assist in
predicting the pronunciation of new words in case you do
not have a dictionary handy to look up the phonemics.
EHIVTH, RREERBIET A, FRBFIACE, &
FEFRDAER H EFHNE,

BB SnHl u&ﬂ%ﬂ& BHERAT RAT0 R R
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QPS Sirat
QPS R EKBE

Speaking Test
Part. 1

Part 1 of IELTS speaking is designed to warm you up and
relax your nerves. Examiners will ask you general questions
about yourself on topics that are familiar to all students. This
section lasts for 4-5 minutes and includes a short introduction
of the examiner and yourself, followed by a few questions on
hometowns or jobs/studies and then a few more questions on
other general topics.

CHERAEY Part 1 29 4~5 5380, BRBOVEMITASBE ., Ok
BRSA-ESIRERAXNAE, flnR s . TIESS, #5875
RJ= At B R

:“irﬂ\gﬁs%seﬁlon of IELTS Superior Speaking, you will learn

about the QPS strategy. You will be given a thorough listing
of all the possible question types of Part 1. It is important
that you immediately identify the type of Question so that
you can decide how to respond appi'opriately. You should
then state your Position, however this is not enough, as you
must also provide some Support to the position you gave. So
use the QPS strategy in order to help you give extended
answers using sophisticated vocabulary and grammar.
Remember you will not fare well in the test if you only give
short responses.

AR SRR Part 1 FTREL IR, IRUFRIER SR
BRI HIAB R TR, SRR TIRHEIE. QPS 1% s
(REE—ER—324F) FILAABBYIRGE A ERHIEEEANAL , s
BY5eRE, Wi, REREAREE, RASEEERENEKA.
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High
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Low
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Speaking Test : Part 1 |

Typevs of Questions and How to Answer Them |

EXRBEBRET TR

Question — Ability (g5)

= Can you cook?

= Are you able to cook?

= Do you know how to cook?

® Are you capable of cooking?

= Are you good at cooking?

s How good are you at cooking?

Position — State level of proficiency
(BRRiZEE N NTREE)
m I’'m an expert/a professional at cooking.
u | can cook in my sleep.
= [ have a knack for cooking.
= I’m a bit of a know-it-all when it comes to cooking.
m Cooking is one of my fortes,

= [ can’t cook to save my life.

= [ can’t cook for nuts,

= I don’t know the first thing about cooking.
= [’m not much of a chef.

Support — State reasons (FRRFHIZEENMSH)

61

= The reason why I can cook so well is I'd watch and help
my grandmother when she cooked up a storm in the family

kitchen during my childhood.

= The reason behind this is the fact that my grandmother

gave me a lot of secret family recipes.

u The chief/most compelling reason is I was forced to learn

when I left home to study at university in another city.
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s The'most obvious explanation is when you’re hungry and
there’s no one there to cook for you, coupled with the fact
that you don’t have enough money to eat out, well, then you
learn pretty quickly.

= [’d put it down to my time in the military when I was
assigned to cooking duties.

= I’d attribute it to the fact that I had very busy parents who,
if they had to do overtime, would often ask me to prepare
dinner for my younger brothers and sisters.

mIt’s all thanks to my Home Economics teacher who
inspired me to forge a career as a chef.

NB . ) . o
Every:student in the interview will use “because,” so be careful not to
overuse it. Show how wide your range of vocabulary and grammar is by
not just learning one way to state a reason.
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Question — Comparing (tratpiasE)

= What are the (main) differences/similarities between
state and public schools?

= How is/are (a) state school(s) different Sfrom/similar to (a)
public one(s)?

= How are state and public schools alike?

In British English a public school is a private fee-paying school. A
government-run institution is a state school. In Australian and North
American English a private school is a fee-paying school and a public
school is government-run.

Position — ldentify the similarities/differences
(XMEMME / R4 )

® They are like chalk and cheese; public schools are only
interested in making money while state-run schools focus
on education.

m State schools bear no relation to public ones; state-run
institutions only teach the bare minimum whereas public
schools work the students to death.

= There’s a world of difference between state and public
schools, especially in regards to the quality and quantity of

facilities that they have on offer.

= One of the major contrasts/distinguishing features is the
teaching quality, as public schools usually attract teachers
of higher calibre.

= What sets public and state schools apart is the tuition fees
as state-run institutions are up to 10 times cheaper than
their counterparts.

= The most striking resemblance is the course content as
they both use exactly the same books and materials.

=1 can’t tell them apart; teaching quality, course content,
school grounds and facilities are all identical as far as I can
tell.
[www.Topsage..com]
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Exactly the
same

=] can® draw a distinction between state and public
schools; as far as I know they are identical in educational
content and school facilities.

Support — Provide an example (21)

m A classic/prime/fine/typical example of this is a public
school called Wego.

m A public school called Wego is a classic/prime/fine/typical
example of this.

= Take my high school which is state-run for example, we
didn’t even have a basketball court.

u There’s no better example than the state-run primary
school I attended.

& [n one case, there was a public school which declared
bankruptcy just after the new semester commenced and all
tuition fees had been collected.

= In some instances public schools actually have a higher
teacher to student ratio than state schools.

= A case in point is the newly opened public primary school
in my area.

® There are many state schools which are just as popular as
public schools...., to name but a few. (used when giving
many examples)

Every student in the interview will use “the same”, “different”, “for
example”, so be careful not to overuse them. Show how wide your
range of vocabulary and grammar is by not just learning one way to
compare or give an example.
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Queslion — Conditionals (##7i2#sigia)

= What do you do if you have a headache?

= What will you do if the weather’s fine this weekend?

= What would you do if you lost your job?

= What would you have done if you hadn’t gone to
university?

Position — State result (try and avoid repeating “if")
(AR, BEESFEA if)

= As long as the sun’s out, 'l go to the beach.

® Provided that there are no clouds about, I'll head off to the
beach.

u Unless there’s rain, I'll be making my way to the beach.

1.0n condition that it’s not overcast, the beach will be my
destination.

= Supposing that I was laid off, I’d head off to study
overseas earlier than originally planned.

= Say that I no longer had a job, I'd probably bring forward
my plans to study abroad.

Support 1— Discuss the benefits (gt &)

® The good thing about this is I’ll be able to improve my
English sooner than expected.

= The major advantage is I may not have to wait until next
year to begin my Master’s Degree.

u One of the strengths/merits is I’ll have more time to
prepare before I depart.

= On the plus side I may make it over in time to attend a pre-
sessional course.

= The beauty of this is I can have a short holiday in England
before my course begins.

= One of the added benefits is I’ll be able to fly over in the
low season, making the air ticket about half the price.

[www._Topsage.com]



66

| IELTS Superior Speaking

Supporl 2 — Mention the drawbacks (2 k&)

m The bad thing about this is I may not have enough money
saved up to depart earlier.

= The main disadvantage is I'll have less money to spend
while I’m overseas.

= One of the weaknesses/shortcomings is I may not have
enough time to tie up loose ends.

m On the downside my family will be upset that I'm leaving
so suddenly.

NB
Every student in the interview will use “if” so be careful not to overuse it.
l Show how wide your range of vocabulary and grammar is by not just
learning one conditional term.
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Question — Describing (azE#=igs)

s What’s your hometown like?

= How’s the weather in your hometown in summer?
= What does your best friend look like?

= How do you like your hometown?

= Can you describe your hometown?

Position — State the most striking feature
_ (&S AERRAMHH)
= My hometown’s incredibly interesting and full of vitality.
# My town’s an absolute hive of activity.
w My village’s one of the most picturesque in the country.

=My city’s terribly overcrowded.

= My place of birth’s an absolute waste of space; nothing
ever happens there,

® The small town I come from is one of the most backward
places in the nation.

Support — Touch on personal experiences
(REANANRH. 25)

= In my experience, I have never visited a city anywhere in
the world which compares with mine.

= Speaking from experience, as I've travelled extensively, I
have never visited a city anywhere in the world which
compares with mine.

= One of my most unforgettable/memorable experiences
was when I visited Taipei for the first time and stayed up
for 3 days straight without sleep as there were so many
things to do and see.

= If I remember rightly, back in 1999 it won a vote on the
Travel Channel for having the world’s most spectacular
coastline.

u [ distinctly/vividly/vaguely remember a time when my
parents took me hiking to a spot high in the mountains
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|+Positive or

negative
experience

Negative
experience
only

overlooking the ocean for sunrise; nothing short of
spectacular!

u [ remember the time I had growing up in my hometown as
if it were yesterday. We were never short of something to
do.

u [ will never forget the time my relatives visited my family
for Chinese New Year and there was nowhere for us to take
them; everyone was bored out of their brains.

m The time I spent at school is still fresh in my mind;
nothing to do after class, even less to do on weekends and
absolute dead quiet holidays.

= One of . my most harrowing experiences was when I went
shoppingin a hypermarket and it took me 3 hours just to
buy aloaf of bread and a litre of milk.

= From bitter experience, it wasn’t until I was 13 that I saw
a computer for the first time.

NB . o S
Every student in the interview will use “l remember” so be careful not to
overuse it. Show how wide your range of vocabulary and grammar is by
not just learning one way to talk of memories and experiences.
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Question — Negatives (fuEEH)

= What don’t you like/enjoy about your job?

u [s there anything you don’t like/enjoy about your job?
= Why don’t you like/enjoy your job?

Position —State what you least like/enjoy
(RBRERERNE)

= [ am sickened/disgusted by the work conditions,

u 1 despise/loathe/object to the way management handles
matters.

wMy colleagues are a real turn-off as they’re always
complaining and gossiping.

nidon’t think much of my pay as it’s barely enough to live
offi

Support— Give a result (4mix)

= A direct result of an unsatisfactory work environment is a
decrease in productivity.

® The implication of unfair work conditions is insecure
employees.

m At the end of the day it’ll be their loss, as Il leave the
company in search of greener pastures.

® The end result is that they’ll have a high turnover of staff,
as no one will ever be happy working there.

® Incompetent staff are the product/result of substandard
management skills.

= The need for side jobs arises/stems/comes from the fact
that most jobs are low paying.

NB - e - .
Every student in the interview will use “so”, so be careful not to overuse
it. Show how wide your range of vocabulary and grammar is by not just
learning one way to give a resuit.
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Opinions Question Opinions (#83%)
ik ® What do you think about/of overseas travel?
= How do you feel about travelling abroad?

Position — State opinion immediately (=rensiAfs)
1.In my opinion, travelling abroad offers the best way to
gain an insight into other cultures.

2. Personally, I feel a holiday abroad is a great way of
escaping the pressures of life in your home country.

3.1 strongly believe taking a trip overseas is necessary,
especially for kids, to learn about other cultures and
nationalities.

4. T'm of the opinion that travel contributes a lot to
globalisation.

5.If you ask me travelling’s only beneficial if you spend
enough time in a country to get to know some of the
locals.

6. To the best of my knowledge, travelling abroad is only
affordable to the wealthy and middle class.

7. In my experience, travelling abroad helped me become a
more open-minded individual.

8. As far as I’'m concerned, everyone should have the
opportunity to visit another country so that they can
reflect on their own culture.

9. As far as I know, travelling overseas is thought highly of
in my country, but I’m not sure about other countries.

10. To my mind travel’s adventurous and exciting,
especially when you are still young.

Support — Explain a point more clearly
(BEBEERNILR)
(The following supporting statements are numbered to correspond to the
above numbered opinions.)
1. What I’m trying to say is the more we understand about

a culture, the fewer disputes we’ll have between people
[www.Topsage.com]
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{f‘ o from differeni-countries and the closer the world will
become.

2. That is to say, knowing that you’re unreachable by
phone or email by your boss, colleagues and clients is a
great load off your shoulders.

3. In other words, experience is the best teacher; they will
learn so much more than simply absorbing the
information from out of a textbook.

4. What I mean is people can now travel to any part of the
world within 24 hours as opposed to the past when
travelling could take months or even years.

5. By this I mean, express package tours where you visit 7
cities or countries in 7 days are a complete waste of time
and money.

6. The thing is the poor and working class never have such an
opportunity as they are struggling just to make ends meet.
7.To put it another way, xenophobia no longer affects me
and the generalisations and stereotypes I formed as a

child are now long gone.

8. Let me explain/rephrase that without travelling abroad
it’ll be hard to truly appreciate your own culture.

9. All ’'m saying is, some nations embrace aspects of other
cultures while others are not so welcoming,.

10. Put it this way, there’s nothing more fascinating for
young people than to discover new things and places and
meet new people.

Every student in the interview will use “I think” for opinions and “l

I mean” to explain things, so be careful not to overuse them. Show how
wide your range of vocabulary and grammar is by not just learning one
way t({ give an opinion or.explain.
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People/ Quéstion — People/Places (A% /3#h5)
Places & Who is a famous person you would like to meet?
A4/t = Which famous person would you like to meet?
= What kind of people do you find interesting?

u Where would you suggest a tourist visit in your city?
w Which/What place(s) would you recommend a tourist to go
to in your city?

Position — State who the person/where the place is
(E&EZAS#TT)

{ ] Peoé!e 1."There’s no one like David Beckham.
2. INobedy compares to Angelina Jolie.
370f all people, I'd have to say Paris Hilton.
4. The one person who really impresses me is Matt Damon.
5. I have a soft spot for Ewan McGregor.
6. I think the world of Kylie Minogue.
Places 7. There’s no place like the National Palace Museum.
8. Nowhere compares to the outdoor observatory on the
89th floor of Taipei 101.
9. Of all places, I'd have to say the Cao Xueqin Memorial
Hall.
10. The one place which really impresses me is Jiu Zhai Gou.
11. My first choice is the Snake Market on Hua Xi St.
12. Wu Lai with its hot springs is as good a place as any.
Support — Make a comparison (i#17Eb%)
(The following supporting statements are numbered to correspond to the
above numbered opinions.)
People 1. When comparing him to other soccer stars, he is so

much more charismatic.
2.1f you compare her to other female actors, she has so
much more energy not to mention a great smile.
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3.1#/By comparison, other socialites are so much less
daring than she is.

4. Comparatively speaking, his talent and determination to
be successful is quite admirable.

5. The more I think about him, the more I want to ask him
to marry me; not that that would ever happen apart from
in my dreams.

6. She is getting more and more/becoming increasingly
popular throughout the world, especially since that MTV
performance she had with Justin Timberlake.

7.When comparing it to other museums, its collection of
Chinese artefacts is by far superior.

8. In/By comparison, other high-rise buildings and their
observatory decks are simply dwarfed.

9. If you compare it to the Sun Yat Sen Memorial Hall, its
grounds and Concert Halls are considerably more
spacious.

10. The more I go there, the more I feel like buying and
settling down in a house overlooking the river.

11. Comparatively speaking, it provides the most authentic
oriental experience.

12. The hotels there are getting more and more/becoming
increasingly opulent and up-market.
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Preferences
EiF. ®iE

Question — Preferences (Zi7. #4%)

= Do you prefer team or individual sports?

= Would you rather swim at the beach or in a pool?

= Which is better; watching a sporting match live in a
stadium or at home on TV?

u s jogging better than swimming?

u [s it better to have a personal coach or train by yourself?

Position — Make a choice (f#RzE)

L. Giyen, the choice, I'd have to say team sports as they are
50 much more competitive.

2.If Lhad.to take a pick, I'd favour/go for swimming at the
beach, as you can enjoy the sunshine and gentle breeze.

3. A game at the stadium is no match for sitting in front of
the box, as the atmosphere can really be electrifying
especially when your team is winning.

4. Give me swimming any day.

Support — Add details (#n48%5)

(The following supporting statements are numbered to correspond to the

above numbered opinions.)

1.-Besides, it pushes you to work harder as you don’t want to
let your teammates down.

2. What’s more, it’s free unlike many swimming pools.

3. And another thing, unlike home where you may disturb
your wife or neighbours, you can shout and yell as loud as
you like without upsetting the people around you.

4.1t requires the use of every part of your body, not to
mention the fact that being in the water is so much more
refreshing.

= At the beach you can enjoy the open air and sunshine, make
sandcastles, go body-surfing, surfing or boogie boarding,
take a stroll and get a tan. On top of all this, it’s free!
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beach offers a wide variety of activities for families,
couples and individuals. It’s also worth mentioning that
there are a number of beaches along the north and north
east coast of Taiwan which are only a short car trip away
from Taipei City.

BN e
visaDIY
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Reasons

ol

More than
one reason

Only one
reason

No reason
known

Subject
usually stays
the same

-

Question - Reasons (BXRR. BamMER)

= Why is the Internet so popular?

= What’s the reason for the popularity of the Internet?
= What’s the cause of the Internet’s popularity?

u How come the Internet is so popular?

Position — State the main reason (RLFEMNFER)

= One of the reasons it’s so big at the moment is that it
offers something for everyone, from games to the latest
néws and even shopping.

a.The sheer amount of information readily available plays a
majorpart in its demand.

= I’d put it down to the fact that it’s so quick, handy and
useful.

= The only reason that comes to mind is the vast amount of
knowledge that can be gained with a touch of a button.

= Why in the world the Internet is so popular is beyond me,

Support - Contrast (xitf. fa5 ibiA)

= Then again, it’s not all it’s cracked up to be as there are
also many problems and dangers of the Internet.

m All the same, the downsides of the Internet cannot be
ignored.

mEven so, the Internet does not always live up to
expectations.

u Although/Even though the net is popular, it is so mainly
with the younger generation as the elderly cannot get
accustomed to all the technicalities of computer use.

= While the net has a lot to offer, there’s nothing like talking
to real people in the real world and shopping in real stores
in real time.

m Despite/In spite of these obvious benefits, the dangers

cannof b igneeds o he _com]
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® Having said that, the Internet does have a lot to answer for
in terms of the rise in the crime rate and the amount of
inappropriate and often offensive material which can be
found on it.

= On the other hand, Books can still offer as much
information as the Internet can.

= The Internet is good for convenient 24-hour shopping
whereas department stores are still a much safer shopping
option.

= Alternatively, books can also keep you well-informed.

NB - ) .
" Every student in the interview will use “but”, so be careful not to
overuse it. Show how wide your range of vocabulary and grammar is by

! not just learning one way to contrast information.
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Suggestions
il

Question — Suggestions (&ix)

= What should you do if you feel homesick when you are
studying abroad?

= What do you recommend doing if you are homesick?

= What do you suggest for homesickness?

Position — State the strongest suggestion
(RHEHBIUMNEIN)

I.TI highly recommend making your way down to
Chinatown or your local Chinese restaurant and spoiling
yourself with all those favourite dishes they have.

2.If you want my advice, you ought to jump on to MSN
and catch up with as many friends as you can from back
home.

3.No matter what, you have to call your favourite family
members back home to have a big chat about anything and
everything.

4. Take my advice: go hang out with some -other
international students and tell them how you feel, in all
likelihood they’ll know what you’re going through and
give you some useful tips.

5.You’d be well-advised to talk to the International Student
Counsellor.

6. On no account should you go back home.

7.1°d strongly advise against locking and isolating yourself
in your room.

Support — Mixed strategies (for Position 5)

(&)
The reason is they are the experts and deal with this kind of
problem every day. In fact, it would be best to drop into
their office when you first arrive as they conduct seminars
and hold social activities to prevent you from missing home
in the first place. I distinctly remember the time my older
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sister was studying abroad in New Zealand. Before we knew
it, she was calling us from the international airport in Beijing
asking us to pick her up. What I'm trying to say is get help
as soon as possible, don’t wait until it’s too late and then end
up doing something stupid.

This support includes a reason, extra detail, personal experience and
explanation.
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- Specifying
BRI

Question — Specifying (&1&i2(3)

m What kind/type/sort of music do you like?
= Which music style do you like?

= What music genre do you prefer?

Position —Indicate which one in particular
(FEH &)
m There are a number of music styles I like but I would
particularly like to mention reggae.
m There is/are a wide variety of music types I like but I’d
like to single/point out R & B (Rhythm and Blues).

Support — A mix of strategies (4&4itik)

The beauty of reggae is that it makes you feel like you are at
the beach and that all your work pressures are left far, far
away. In comparison, other genres add to your stress by
being too noisy or getting you all hyped up. What’s more, if
you play it in the car it feels like you are going off on a road
trip along the Jamaican coast to see Bob Marley. “Could You
BeLoved”, “Stir It Up”, “Is This Love” and “Buffalo Soldier”
are just a few great reggae hits I love to listen to. All in all,
if you want to escape reality, there is nothing better than
reggae.

This answer includes a benefit, comparison, extra detail, examples
and summary to support the position.
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Question — Superlatives (& f912[d )

= What’s the most interesting website you know"
m What’s the best website on the net?

= What’s your favourite website?

= What website do you like best?

Superlatives
REHR

Position State what ranks the highest
(REIEMARR)

= bbc.com takes the cake

u The pick of the bunch would have to be bbc.com.

= Nothing compares to bbc.com.

® bbc.com is head and shoulders above the rest

® You'can’t beat bbc.com for sheer content and in the cyber
industry they say “content is king”.

® bbc.com runs rings around the others

m bbc.com is streets ahead of the rest

® bbc.com puts the rest to shame

Support Mixed strategies (zzaitsk)

What makes it a cut above other news websites is the fact
that it has something for everyone. It has online radio
stations, about 40 actually, the latest news, educational
sections and shopping to mention but a few of the services it
offers. A direct result of having such a thorough and
detailed site is people will use it as a one-stop shop for all
their internet needs. Then again, I must admit CNN.com
does a pretty good job too.

This support includes a reason, éxamples, result and contrast.
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| Frequency

Time

Duration

Question - Time (xFatiamizi)

= How often do you go to the library?

= How many times have you been to the library this year?
= When do you prefer to read?

= What time of day do you prefer to read?

= How much time do you spend reading every week?

= How long have you been learning English?

Position — State the frequency, time or duration
(BRI | B jE) S H54E10E )

uT’ve never been known to visit the library.

® [ go to the library once in a blue moon.

8 I'make it to the library on and off/now and again/every so
often/from time to time/every once in a while/whenever I
get-the chance.

u [’ve been to the library hundreds of times.

m There’s no such time as bedtime.

= Of all the times, I’d have to say just before I go to sleep.

u The one time I really enjoy reading is on lazy Sunday
afternoons.

u [ spend a greater part of every weekend reading.

= [’ve been learning English longer than you can imagine.

u ['ve spent days/weeks/months/years/a lifetime learning
English.

Supporl — Mixed strategies (&4itik)

The chief reason why I avoid libraries is they lack efficiency
and convenience especially since the advent of the Internet.
Put it this way, who can be bothered travelling all the way to
the local library, sifting through catalogues and walking
aimlessly through aisles and aisles of bookshelves when at
the touch of a button a search engine can do all the looking
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o

i' (’ visaDIY
3&1 from the comfort of your own home? Another

weakness of libraries is that you may need to wait for days
for the book you want if someone has beaten you to it. At
the end of the day, it’s all about increasing your pace of life;
when we want something, we want it now.

This support includes a reason, explanation, drawback and result.

l?'l‘ b unn& BRI RATI R R
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Yes/No

Z5IEmiRE

Question — YesNo (R53ERRIE )

1. Are you good at dancing?

2.Do you think watching TV is better than reading a book?

3. Will you celebrate if you pass the IELTS exam?

4. Have you been living in your current house long?

5.Are there any interesting places to visit in your
hometown?

6. Did you like high school?

Position — Say yes or no but in an alternative way
(ARER TR EK KR yes B no)
® For “ves”: definitely, for sure, without a doubt, naturally,
of course, indeed, certainly, I’m afraid so
® For “no”: not at all, no way, I’'m afraid not, certainly not,
not really, of course not, you must be kidding

NB
All yes/no positions need to be coupled with one of the previous
I positions to be complete. For instance no. 1 is also an ability question,
no. 2 opinion, no. 3 conditional, no. 4 time duration, no. 5 place and no.
6 identifying.

Support — Mixed strategies (&&ipik)

You must be kidding! 1 can’t dance to save my life. One
of my most harrowing experiences was the school formal
when everyone took a turn in the spotlight dancing with their
partner. I not only made a fool of myself but also
embarrassed my partner when I accidentally pushed her over
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¢ ended up in a rather compromising position.

Generally speaking, you will never see me on a dance floor
again, not in this lifetime anyway.

, ’ ﬂ aeh%’ﬂl’ml 85
@ o il

This support includes a “no” response, proficiency level, personal
experience, extra detail and summary.
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Making Notes
BEiR

In this section of the test you will be given a topic card and
asked to speak on the topic for 1 to 2 minutes. Before you
talk you have one minute to think about what you are going
to say and you may make some notes during this time.

This section will detail the best ways of making notes, how to
give introductions that leave a positive impression and how to
develop your ideas.

BN Part 2 H, FZAEFESH TEEFHRIA R 1~2
DB EENEERIG, BESH 1 DHHEEE, 228
STHERIZANAHRIFHIF X 1 5%, HEIRIAIABHMEIL R
SR RBIRE L

Do not waste your precious one minute preparation time as
you will not get any extra points for starting your speech
early. Use the time given to make as many notes as you can
so you don’t run out of ideas to talk about. Moreover, so you
can fluently complete the 2 minutes that you should be
talking for. During this one minute you will also have the
opportunity to organise your ideas so you can talk about them
coherently and in a logical order which will cause less strain
on the examiner.

When you make notes, only write down the key points and
not every detail of your speech in full sentences. So what are
key points? Key points are ideas in 1 or 2 words so that
when you look at them, you immediately know what to say
and how to keep talking.

Remember i's ditficedt talking for 2 minutes 5o making the
right notes is essential for success in Part 2. Even though the
topic card will give you 4 points to help you with ideas on
how to develop your conversation, this is often not enough
for most people, so making more notes will ensure you can
keep speaking for 2 minutes.
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Too often students make notes that do not assist them much
at all. The following will teach you how to make the best
notes for the 5 most common topics in Part 2: people, places,
things/objects, activities, time/events.

BURSE | eI, BAFFAEE R RSy IR
X 15348, RS TRENEZID, I/J\%ZQ%ELB’JHTIEHTE 2
SY5; BN, HYUFIRIEIL, B BELIARREE . M
EFE FEMRE, /\ﬁﬁTﬁ“Tma’E’J%%?EDTO

BUFZICR Part 2 BES I — KK, HIMBRERSERE 2 26
RIRIL, BAIERIRH 4 SIRREAGE . F55 FURNIR, %
HAERWBLA ZREA,

AEDL IELTS & HIN 5 M EB—AY. HS. Wi
1EENITE) / EAB, R RRIT I O

Student’s notes on the topic “Describe a famous
person”:
FEMNELL—RBE—REA

Jackie Chan
Big nose
Strong
Good body \
A little short 5
Rush hour

Shanghai Noon

Hong Kong Kung Fu movies

About 50/60 years old

10 Married

11. 2 kids I think

© 0NN L AW~

= Are these good notes?
NO!

= Why not?
Many points could be grouped together but aren’t. The

onder i ogigalne o)
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Better-notes may look like this:
BEFHEL

1. Jackie Chan

2. Background information

3. Appearance

4. Movies

= Are these better notes?
YES!

s Why?
Points'2 to 5 of the student’s notes are grouped together
under appearance. Points 6 to 8 are grouped under movies.
Points 9.to 11 are grouped under background information.

The right notes look like this:
EFIEL
1. (Name)
2. Background information
3. Appearance
4. Personality
5. Jobs/Studies
6. Lifestyle
7. Accomplishments
8. What I like/dislike
9. Influence

= Are these the right notes?
YES!

= Why?
The notes are very general and different from each other (if
they are too similar or specific it will be difficult to expand
upon). These notes can be used to describe any person not
just Jackie Chan so you only have to remember one 'set of
notes for each type of Part 2 topic.
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Below are notes you can generally use for most topics.
However you may need to pick and choose.

UFEIDER TR HE-,

Describing places
. location

. scenery

. attractions
industry

. amenities

people

food

. history

. §00d/bad points

I I Y T

Describing people

1. name

2. background information
3. appearance

4. personality

5. jobs/studies

6. lifestyle

7. accomplishments

8. influence

9. what I like/dislike

Describing objects

1. background

2. appearance

3. functions

4. differences between similar objects
5. good/bad points

Describing time/events
1. time

2. place

3. significance
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Introductory
Statements
Fskay

4. background
5. people
6. activities

Describing activities
1. where

2. when

3. who

4. how

5. equipment

6. good/bad points

The-following sentences are ways of starting your Part 2 talk.
They are Very general statements and can be used for a
variety of topics. Be aware however that they cannot be used
for absolutely every topic. The following topic card will be
used to show you how they can be used.

ARSI FF 3580 AT AR FBZE Part 2 BOMIRRAR o 1 1 FTFAED

=

SRERL, LUNERIEE

Describe a TV programme you find informative.

You should say:

mwhat it is

= what content it has

= how often you can watch it
and explain why you like it.

- There are a number of (topic) but the one I'd particularly like

to mention today is (your answer).

There are a number of TV programmes I find informative
but the one I'd particularly like to mention today is “Super
Structures” on Discovery.

-When talking about (topic), it's worth pointing out (your

answer).
When talking about TV programmes I find informative, it’s
worth pointing out “Super Structures” on Discovery.
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3.In.regards to (topic), (your answer) rates/deserves a
mention.
In regards to TV programmes I find informative, “Super
Structures” on Discovery rates a mention.

4.1f | have to say a few words on (topic), I'd like to bring up
(your answer).
If T have to say a few words on TV programmes I find
informative, I'd like to bring up “Super Structures” on
Discovery.

S<There is one (topic) that | always enjoy talking about and
that is (your answer).
There is one TV programme that I always enjoy talking
about and that is “Super Structures” on Discovery.

6. To tell you the truth | don’t have much to say on (topic) but
I'll do my best to talk about (your answer).
To tell you the truth I don’t have much to say on TV
programmes but I’'ll do my best to talk about “Super
Structures” on Discovery .

I Point 6 can be used when little is known about the topic.

[www._Topsage.com]



92 || IELTS.Superior Speaking

Sample Topics and Sample Answers
BRE DR B L

Sample topics are listed below followed by a sample answer.
Pay particular attention to how each note is expanded on so
as to fulfill the 2-minute limit.
TR JR R LRI . M B 1 ANEIETES,
FRIEBRIETE AR AR, %A REERALIAE] 2
Bapzili0)in] "

Sample Topics

Deseribe a young child that you know
You should say:
= who the person is

mhow you know him/her

- mwhat he/she is like

“and explain why you like him/her.

- Describe an old person that you know
| You should say:
mwho the person is

mhow you know him/her

mwhat he/she is like

and explain why you like him/her.

Describe a person that has influenced you
You should say:

| mwho the person is

' mhow you know him/her

| mwhat he/she is like

- and explain why you like him/her.
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| and explain why you like him/her.

Describe a teacher that you like.

Speaking Test : Part 2 |

You should say:

= who the person is

= what he/she taught you
= what he/she is like

93

Describe a famous person from your country.
You should say:
= who the person is

/m'what he/she is famous for

1

m what he/she is like
and explain why you like him/her.

Describe your best friend.
You should say:

= who the person is

= how you know him/her

= what he/she is like

and explain why you like him/her.

Describe an artist from your country.
You should say:

= who the person is

= why he/she is famous

= what his/her works are like

and explain why you like him/her.

[www.Topsage.com]



9 || IELTS Superior Speaking

Describe your ideal husband/wife.

You should say:

= what qualities he/she should have

® what he/she looks like

= what you would do together

and explain why you would like him/her.

Describe a typical person from your country.
You should say:

, ® what qualities he/she has

m what he/she looks like
® what he/she does
and explain what you like about him/her.

Describe your favourite family member.
You should say:

= who the person is

= how close your relationship is

= what he/she is like

and explain why you like him/her.
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Sample Answer (People)

Describe an artist from your country.
You should say:

= who the person is

= why he/she is famous

= what his/her works are like

and explain why you like him/her.

Support and Development

To tell you the truth, I don’t know much about artists in
general, let alone those from my own country, but I'll do my
bestito talk about “Ken Done” who’s somewhat of a celebrity
in Australia.

Now, I believe he resides in Sydney though I'm not entirely
sure. The reason why I think he’s from Sydney is possibly
due to the fact that he always draws the Sydney city scenery—
such things as the Harbour Bridge and Opera House.

He’s a man who’s probably at least in his 40s as he has
greying hair as far as I can recall. The only other feature of
his appearance that comes to mind is his signature moustache
that he never seems to shave off.

In terms of personality, my guess, if his artwork’s a valid
indication, is that he’s a very vibrant and positive person. His
artwork’s often filled with bright colours and has a very
carefree feel to it.

His artwork is mostly commonly found in airports and duty
free shops as he seems to be a hit with tourists. Therefore his
art is not just sold as paintings but can also be bought on T-
shirts, cups, towels or even hats. Anything a tourist would
want as a souvenir, his artwork can be found on. Although I
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still come across his pieces every now and again, I'd say the
peak of his career was probably in the 80s and to some extent
the 90s.

In regards to his lifestyle, apart from painting obviously, he
can be seen on TV programmes every so often and charity
events. He also seems like quite a family man to me though
I’'m not sure if he’s married or not or even if he has any kids.

What I like about him is the fact that even though he
probably is not the best painter in the world he can become
rich’'and successful with just a simple idea. What I’'m saying
is that he’s not the most skilled and talented but he’s quite
clever and creative.

This has inspired me in a couple of ways. Firstly that
keeping things simple is important; making things too
complex is not necessarily a sign of intelligence. And
secondly, a small idea can go a long way if you believe in it
and work hard at it.

If you just follow the suggestions on the topic card it will probably not be
enough for most people to keep talking for 1-2 minutes so make sure
you make lots of extra notes so you are never short of something to say.
You don’t need to mention every point on the topic card as they are
there as suggestions to help you to extend your answer and keep
| talking. You must however stick to the topic—that may not change.
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Sample Topics

| Describe your favourite city. 1
' You should say:

| m where the place is

| mwhat you can do there

| m what makes it different from other cities

' and explain why you like it.

' Describe a country you would love to visit.
“You should say:
/ ®where the place is

= what you can do there

u what makes it special

and explain why you like it.

Describe the most boring place you have been to.
You should say:
= where the place is
® what you can do there
® what makes it so boring
| and explain why you dislike it.

Describe a place of historical significance in your
country
You should say:
m where the place is
| mwhat you can do there
- mhow old it is

| and explain why it is a significant part of your culture.
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Describe the house you live in.
You should say:

= where your house is

= what it looks like on the outside
= what features it has inside

and explain what you like about it.

Describe a popular tourist attraction in your country.
I You should say:
= where it is
= ‘what you can do there
«~#® what makes it so popular
“and explain what you like about it.

Describe a place that is or should be heritage listed by
your government,

You should say:

= where the place is

= what you can do there

® what it is threatened by

and explain why it should be protected.

Describe a place you frequent with friends.
You should say:

= where the place is

= what you can do there

® how popular it is

and explain why you like it.
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Sample Answer (Places)

Describe your favourite shopping centre.
You should say:

® where it is

= what you can do there

® what makes it special

and explain why you like it.

Support and Development

When talking about shopping centres, I believe the Miramar
shopping complex deserves a mention.

The mall’s in Da Zhi which is just near my house actually,
only about a 5-10 minute walk. For most people though it’s
not the most handy of locations as the MRT line will not be
opened for another 2 years and there are not so many bus
routes travelling out that way either. What this means is if
you wanna go, you basically need to have a car or motorbike.
Fortunately though they offer free underground parking
which has kept people going back there I think.

The main attraction would have to be the Ferris Wheel which
I'heard is actually the second biggest in Asia. The first being
in Japan I believe. This has made the centre popular not just
for families with young kids but also for young couples in
search of a little romance. There’s one other attraction—that
of the IMAX theatre. I've actually only been to it once
but it was quite an enjoyable 3-D experience of dinosaurs.

Apart from that, all the other services they offer are the same
as other major shopping centres like Sogo, Mitsukoshi, and
Takashimaya. Some of the stores I frequent would be their
food court, the Eslite Bookstore, TGI Friday’s and the ice
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People

Backaround/
| _history

Conclusion

cream-shop but I forget what it was called, not Haagen Dazs
anyway, the other one.

The people that go there, as I said before, are mainly families
with young children and young couples but if they have an
event on there, which they often do, it could attract all sorts
of people. I distinctly remember once when I was there and it
was just packed with baseball fans as one of the local teams
was there to pose for photos with bystanders.

There’s not too much to say about the background or history
of the centre. All I seem to know is that it was opened back
in 2004 1f I remember rightly as that was the same year I
moved into the area myself. That’s how I remember.

All in all, I often have my most memorable shopping
experiences there.

If you just follow the suggestions on the topic card it will probably not be
enough for most people to keep talking for 1-2 minutes so make sure
you make lots of extra notes so you are never short of something to say.
You don't need to mention every point on the topic card as they are
| there as suggestions to help you to extend your answer and keep
talking. You must however stick to the topic—that may not change.
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Things/ Sample Topics
Objects [ N R ]
i | Describe the most expensive thing you own.
mﬂﬂ |
| You should say: 1
| mwhat it is ‘

' = what it looks like
| m what functions it has
and explain why you like it.

Describe something useful that you own.
' You should say:

| mwhat it is

| ®what it looks like

| ® what functions it has

and explain why it is useful.

Describe a car that you would like to own.
You should say:
= what it is

| mwhat it looks like

| mwhat functions it has

and explain why you like it.

| Describe something you cannot live without.
' You should say:
m what it is
= what it looks like
| m what functions it has
| and explain why you can’t live without it.
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Describe a toy you played with as a child.
You should say:
= what it was
= what it looked like
. ® what functions it had
and explain why you liked it.

Describe the clothes you like to wear.

You should say:

¥ the style of the clothes

= the quality of the clothes

# the cost.of the clothes
and explain why you like it.

| Describe an electronic device you can use well,
' You should say:

® what it is

® what it looks like

® what functions it has

and explain why you like it.

Describe a product that is made in your country.
You should say:

® what it is

= what it looks like

® what functions it has

and explain how popular it is.
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Describe a great invention.
You should say:

= what it is

= what it looks like

= what functions it has

and explain why it is so great.

Describe something that you have lost.
You should say:
. m.what it was
w how you lost it
..® how.extensively you looked for it
~and explain how important it was.

Describe something you are scared of,

You should say:

= what it is

= how long you have been scared of it

= why it is so scary

and explain how you could overcome the fear.
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Intro
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Appearance
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Sample Answer (Things/Objects)

Describe a toy you played with as a child.
You should say:

‘ = what it was

| mwhat it looked like

| mwhat functions it had

and explain why you liked it.

]

Support and Development

Just like all kids, there were quite a number of toys that I’d
play with/but the one I'd particularly like to talk about today
is'my‘toy car racing track.

As far as I can recall, I got it from my parents as a Christmas
present back when I was still in primary school aged around 8
or 9, I think. It was a big deal to get a car racing track back
then as these electronically powered toys had not been around
so long; no more having to use your hands to push the car
along was a big thing!

If memory serves me right, there were lots of possible
configurations for the track but I only ever worked out one of
them which was the figure of 8. That was enough though to
keep me occupied for hours on end. It came with the lot,
everything from stadiums to bridges. In fact, it included a
whole range of stickers too which you had to stick all over
the track and cars.

How it worked was actually not so complex—I’m sure the
racing tracks on the market these days are far more
sophisticated. It basically came with 2 cars and 2 things
which were like remote controls. You’d place the car on the
track and then push a lever down on the so-called remote
control which would act as the accelerator. There were no
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brakes just the gas! The lighter you pushed down though, the
slower it would go. In terms of functions though, it didn’t
really offer much.

At that time, I think there were better models out on the
market. As I recall, some had a loop the loop while others had
tracks climbing a wall. My track was actually quite
modest in comparison but as a kid you don’t know any better
and it was still one of my most memorable toys.

The best thing about it was having races with friends or my
Dad-and what made it so exciting was one section of the track
which would narrow to only allow one car through—that was
thetime the spectacular crashes would happen.

Eventually, as I got older I progressed onto bigger remote
controlled cars but that’s a different story. The first always
stays in your mind fresher.

NB

If you just follow the suggestions on the topic card it will probably not be

enough for most people to keep talking for 1-2 minutes so make sure
I you make lots of extra notes so you are never short of something to say.

You don't need to mention every point on the topic card as they are
there as suggestions to help you to extend your answer and keep
talking. You must however stick to the topic—that may not change.
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Describe a dangerous sport.

You should say:

= what it is

= what equipment is needed

= how to play it

and explain what makes it so dangerous.

Describe a relaxing activity.

You should say:

= what'it is

® where it is enjoyed

= what is needed

and explain what makes it so relaxing.

Describe a typical day at work/school.
You should say:

= what you do

= who you interact with

= what you like/dislike

and explain what is most difficult.

Describe a game you played as a child.
You should say:

= what it was

= what equipment was needed

= how to play it

and explain what made it so enjoyable.
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“Describe your computer habits.
You should say:
= what you use it for
= how often you use it
= when you use it
and explain what you would do without it.

Describe something you are learning now.
You should say:

=-what it is

a how you learn it

#why you are learning it

and explain what is most difficult about it.

Describe a way to stay healthy.
You should say:

m what it is

= what is needed

= how popular it is

and explain why it is beneficial.

Describe an activity you do with your family.
You should say:

= what it is

= what you like/dislike about it

= how often you do it

and explain why you do it.
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Sample Answer (Activities)

Describe an outdoor activity you enjoy.
You should say:

= what it is

= what equipment is needed

= who takes part

and explain what makes it so enjoyable.

Support and Development

There’s one activity that I always enjoy doing and talking
about and that is fishing for prawns.

There are many places you can go to for this which are
usually on the outskirts of Taipei, but one of the most famous
spots would have to be Wai Shuang Xi where the main street
is just lined with pool after pool of prawns. These pools are
nestled in the mountains making it quite a natural experience
despite the fact that prawns are already conveniently place in
pools for you.

Most people head to these places on weekends but I prefer to
go on a weekday when there aren’t so many people
competing for a catch. Most astonishingly of all though is
the fact that most of these places are open 24 hours.

I often go with friends as it’s a good way of relaxing. Apart
from dropping in your line, you can also have a beer and
good old chat with your mates. Many families with young
kids also make their way there as kids enjoy the thrill of
catching a prawn.

It’s quite a simple activity that anyone could do as everything

is prepared for you. When you arrive they give you the rods

and bait. All you have to do is unwind your line, put on some
[www.Topsage.com]
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bait and then cast it. There’s a small buoy on the line and
when that submerges it means you have a prawn. Pull your
line up, take the little fellow off and place it in a net for later.
However you may see some guys who have turned it into a
fine art. They have their own rods and measure the depth of
water and length of line to ensure they catch the maximum
number of prawns.

For me though it’s all about fun. Everyone’s pretty much
guaranteed of a catch and you can even make it into a little
competition with your mates or family members to see who
catches the most in the allocated time. An added benefit is
the ‘fact that you can eat your catch too, meaning you have
eniertainment plus dinner. On the downside, it actually ends
up being much cheaper to buy the prawns at the shop than
catching them yourself.

NB

If you just follow the suggestions on the topic card it will probably not be
enough for most people to keep talking for 1-2 minutes so make sure
‘ you make lots of extra notes so you are never short of something to say.

You don’t need to mention every point on the topic card as they are
there as suggestions to help you to extend your answer and keep
| talking. You must however stick to the topic—that may not change.
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| Describe a natural disaster that occurred in your
| country.

' You should say:

® what happened

® what effect it had on your country

= what was done about it

- and explain what made it so devastating.

Describe a memorable trip you have had.
' You should say:

. ® where you went

e S5 W B ®what you did

® who you went with

and explain what made it so memorable.

Describe a festival from your country,
You should say:
| ® what happens

® what customs there are
® who is involved
and explain what significance it has.

| Describe an exciting competition you watched/took part
in.
You should say:
® when it was
= what happened
= who was involved
and explain what made it so exciting.
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Describe what the future may be like.
' You should say:

= what the people may be like

= what the environment be like

= how different it will be
| and explain whether it will be better or worse.

' Describe a stressful moment in your life.
You should say:
..m-when it was
I"'m'what caused the stress
. ®.what the stress led to
; and explain how you overcame the stressful situation.

Describe the worst weather you have experienced.

You should say:
= when it was
® what the weather was like
| m what damage it caused
and explain what made is so terrible.

Describe a party you have been to.
' You should say:

= when it was

= what kind of party it was

= who went

and explain what you liked about it.

[www._Topsage.com]
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Sample Answer (Time/Events)

Describe a wedding from your country.
You should say:

= what happens

= what customs there are

= how many people are involved

and explain what makes it special.

Support and Development

To be honest, I don’t have much experience with weddings
but 1 think I’ve seen enough movies to be able to discuss
what a ' western wedding is like.

Weddings as I'm sure you know can happen at any age—
even the elderly get married these days. The time of
celebration can also vary, though one of the most popular
times would probably be sunset especially if you’re having an
outdoor ceremony. Receptions can also be at lunchtime but
more often than not are in the evening.

Outdoor ceremonies are all the rage these days with churches
now only for more conservative or possibly more exclusive
weddings. The reception will usually be taken indoors to say
a restaurant or hotel. Budgets do range between couples and
so do venues accordingly.

The only custom that comes to mind is the bride must wear
something borrowed, something blue, something old and
something new. I’m not sure how many people do this.
Many consider the best customs to be before the wedding.
The bucks and hens nights are classic examples.
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Wedding sizes can vary considerably. While some opt for
small private weddings with just family and close friends,
others opt for more lavish and extravagant weddings where
pretty much everyone they’ve ever known in their lives is
invited.

There are a number of activities throughout the'day, not
necessarily in this order, but including such things as
speeches, throwing confetti over the bride and groom as they
leave the altar, cutting of the cake, dancing and throwing a
bouquet over the bride’s shoulder to indicate who’ll be the
next to get hitched. Oh, and of course, everyone prepares a
gift'for the newlyweds which is placed on a table at the
Teception.

These days, especially by the younger generation, the
significance of marriage often comes under attack. This is
possibly due to the fact that we’re so much more accepting of
de facto relationships. It’s also questioned because of the
over 50% divorce rate that most western societies have been
experiencing for quite some time now.

What makes it special though is it’s a great opportunity for all
the family and friends to come together for a truly happy
occasion. Everybody loves to see newlyweds as it gives you
the chance to reflect on those around you who you really
love.

NB S

If you just follow the suggestions on the topic card it will probably not be
enough for most people to keep talking for 1-2 minutes so make sure
you make lots of extra notes so you are never short of something to say.
You don’'t need to mention every point on the topic card as they are
there as suggestions to help you to extend your answer and keep
talking. You must however stick to the topic—that may not change.
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Offer Support

In Part 3 of the IELTS you will have 4-5 minutes to respond
to questions related to the Part 2 topic. These questions will
often be somewhat unfamiliar to you and may seem quite
academic. This is the most difficult part of the test but
remember your English is assessed not by your intelligence
so producing an answer should be your first concern.
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This section follows the QPS strategy, so after identifying the
question, promptly provide a position and then continue on to
support that position. Make sure everything you say relates
to your position or you may confuse the examiner. However,
unlike Part 2, there is no preparation time in Part 3.

AL QPS Jif % Halig ([n)il— fr— 3045, $hxd 2 e R
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Types dfﬁOuestionsﬁ;nd How to Answer Them

EXBRERETH R

Predicting
T

Probably

Probably not

Question — Predicting (m)

= How will crime change/develop in the next few decades?

= Do you think crime will be different in 50 years time?

= Could you speculate/predict what crime will be like 10
years from now?

Position-—» State certainty (#EHrRRA)

= In all probability, there’ll be an increase in internet-based
crimes.

= There’s every possibility that internet crimes will be on
the increase.

s It’s more than likely that the internet crime rate will
increase significantly.

® There’s little/no chance of the crime rate ever decreasing.
mThere’s a remote/slight prospect of the crime rate
decreasing.

Every student in the interview will use “maybe” so be careful not to
overuse it. Show how wide your range of vocabulary and grammar is by
not just learning one way to express possibility.

Supporl — Mixed strategies (&&itit)

I’d attribute it to the fact that criminals find it easier to
hide their identity and remain undetected as they prey on
innocent web surfers. For instance, the computer savvy can
steal any of your personal data from your birth date to your
credit card number without your knowledge as technology
these days can track every move you make on the net. While
it’s never happened to me, I've heard of a number of people
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“ywho had the bitter experience of things showing up on
their credit card bill that they didn’t actually buy. As a result
of continued technological improvements, crime will also
keep developing.

This support contains a reason, example, contrast, experience and
result.
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Question — Past development (F£H%E)

® How was education different 50 years ago?

= Do you think education has changed much since your
parents were young?

u Could you evaluate how education has developed over
the past few decades?

Position — State how different/similar it was
(FEHTELL / 4814k )
= It’s a whole new ball game these days.
® The education system nowadays bears no relation to the
past,
® The education system these days is worlds apart from the
past.

u It was a radically different world when my parents were
young.

m [t was considerably/significantly/refreshingly/strikingly
different 50 years ago.

= Today’s education system is a far cry from the past.

u It was slightly/subtly different a few decades ago.
Support — Mixed strategies (&&wi)

A prime example is technology which in the past was
unheard of; these days we have computers, e-learning,
teaching through PowerPoint presentations, dictionaries on
CD-ROM, and past lessons recorded on mp3. In stark
contrast, my parents only had paper, pen and chalkboards. A
direct result of this kind of technology is an overall
improvement in education standards. It’s also worth
mentioning that nowadays there is no more corporal

punishment allowed in the classroom.

This support includes an example, contrast, result and extra detail.
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More than
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Only one
reason

No reason
known

Question — Causes of problems (E@HEE)

= Why do you think there is an increase in private car use?

= What is the cause of traffic congestion?

= What is the reason for having your own car?

= Could you explain why people want to have their own car?

= What explanations could you provide for the increase in
private car ownership?

= Could you justify the need for your own private car?

Position — State reason (38H)

= One of the reasons most people own a car is that the public
transportation system in most cities is inadequate and
inefficient.

m The inadequate and inefficient public transportation system
plays a part in people wanting their own car.

m The only reason that comes to mind is convenience.

u The root of the problem is everyone’s hunger for a higher
standard of living and disrespect for the environment.

= I’d put it down to convenience.

m Why in the world people still insist on driving their own
car is beyond me.

Support — Mixed strategies (&&itid)

I’d put it before the transportation officials to radically
improve the public transportation system by increasing the
number of routes and lines of all forms of travel.
Convenience will arise as a result and that is what everyone
is looking for. On the downside, it means that in all
probability there’ll be a hike in taxes which is something that
nobody wants. All in all, authorities are caught between a
rock and a hard place in this matter.

This support includes a suggestion, result, drawback and summary.
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Question — Results (%£)

& What are the effects of unemployment?

= How does unemployment affect society?

= What effect does unemployment have on society?
= What does unemployment lead to?

= What does unemployment result in?

Position — State result (&BZR. k)

u There are a number of outcomes/results/consequences/
after-effects/implications, the main one being a weaker
economy.

® The main impact of unemployment is a weaker economy.

® It'has a far-reaching effect on the economy.

Support — Mixed strategies (&&itik)

It stands to reason that the more unemployed people there
are, the less productive a nation will be. What's more, there
is extra pressure on taxpayers to foot the welfare bills that the
government has to fork out for such people. Then again if
the government refuses to support the jobless, then it may
encourage them to look more vigilantly for a job and be less
reliant on welfare support. All I'm saying is those out of
work need to be strongly advised to find a job ASAP for the
good of society.

This support includes a reason, extra detail, contrast and explanation.
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Solutions/
Suggestions

RRFTREW

4 Should do

Shouldn’t do

Question — Solutions/Suggestions (@x7%E / Bil)

= How could the problem of the ageing population be solved?

= What can be done about the potential ageing population
crisis?

m What could the government/authorities do to improve
conditions for the elderly?

= Could you suggest some ways to make society better for
the elderly?

Position — State the strongest suggestion
(RHEFBIURERW)

m ’d put it before the authorities to take swift measures
that encourage more young people to become physicians
and nurses before it’s too late.

= They may as well start constructing more hospitals now.

= [ highly recommend they improve the medical facilities.

m If you want my advice, they ought to allocate more
resources to medical research.

= No matter what, they have to take swift action before it’s
too late.

m Health officials would be well-advised to start streamlining
all medical procedures and administration.

= On no account should they remain idle.
= I'd strongly advise against sweeping the problem under
the rug.

Support — Mixed strategies (Z&itik)

The fact that the elderly will outnumber the workforce in the
not so distant future will give rise to a number of issues such
as a strain on medical resources and welfare benefits. By
this I mean, more doctors, nurses, pharmacists and old age
carers will be needed, yet the workforce will not be large
enough due to a drop in the birth rate. Secondly, taxpayers
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will also have a heavy burden as they’ll be expected to
support pensioners in terms of medical bills, accommodation
and general living expenses. On the whole, it’ll be a tall
order for society to overcome this future obstacle.

This support includes a result, examples, explanation, contrast,
reason, extra detail, another reason, more examples and summary.
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Advantages/
Disadvantages

A-WR 3=}

Question — Advantages/Disadvantages (£ / #s5)

= What are the advantages and disadvantages of shopping
online?

= What are the benefits and drawbacks of shopping
online?

® What are the pros and cons of shopping online?

= What are the merits and shortcomings of shopping
online?

® What are the strengths and weaknesses of shopping
online?

= What are the arguments for and against shopping
online?

= What are the positive and negative sides of shopping
online?

= What are the pluses and minuses of shopping online?

Position 1— State the advantages in an alternative

way (EBits)

u The advantages/benefits/pros/merits/strengths/positive
sides/pluses are it provides a greater variety of shops, you
don’t need to walk around or pay for parking and it’s open
24 hours all year round.

s The beauty of online shopping is it provides a greater
variety of shops, you don’t need to walk around or pay for
parking and it’s open 24 hours all year round.

= What makes online shopping so good is it provides a
greater variety of shops, you don’t need to walk around or
pay for parking and it’s open 24 hours all year round.

Support 1— Mixed strategies (%&itik)

Put it this way, one minute you could be shopping for Prada
products in Italy and with the simple click of a button be in
Japan shopping for a PDA. Above all you don’t have to pay
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for any plane tickets, taxi fares or take up any time travelling
from one shop to the next.

This support includes an explanation and extra detail.

If the examiner asks you to state the advantages and disadvantages
I you must mention both—you may be penalised if you don't. So add the
| position and support below to any advantages/disadvantages question.

Position 2 — State the disadvantages in an alternative

way (GRS )

#On the downside it’s unsafe to give out credit card details
onythe net, you can’t try on any clothes you may like and
you have to wait for delivery.

= Having said that, the disadvantages/drawbacks/cons/
shortcomings/weaknesses/negative sides/minuses are it’s
unsafe to give out credit card details on the net, ybu can’t
try on any clothes you may like and you have to wait for
delivery.

Support 2 — Mixed strategies (gaitit)

What this means is, the Internet can also be seen as
inconvenient. That is to say, there are so many more things
to worry you like “Did they receive payment? Will they
honour it? Will they send it to the right address? Will the
clothes fit? What happens if they send the wrong item?” In
a nutshell, all these things cannot be guaranteed before
purchase.

This support includes 2 explanations, examples and a summary.
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Comparing
227

4 Ditierent

Same

Question — Comparing (tt#&)

u Could you compare the similarities and differences
between modern and traditional architecture?

= Could you assess how modern and traditional architecture
is different/similar?

m Could you examine the main differences between
modern and traditional architecture?

Position — State similarities and/or differences
(B4R / BRAL)

2 One of the major contrasts is the design.

u What sets modern architecture apart is the design.

® Unlike traditional architecture, the design of modern homes

is more aesthetically pleasing.

= The most striking resemblance is they still serve the same
purpose.

m One of the similarities includes them both serving the
same purpose.

m They are identical/alike in terms of the purpose they
serve.

Support 1 — Mixed strategies (for expressing differences)
(Z&IR)

Classic examples include the rooms. Kitchens these days are

smaller due to the fact that we eat out more often; living

rooms are more spacious so that we can enjoy our relaxation

time more and bathrooms are more luxurious as a result of

being obsessed with hygiene and cleanliness.
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SUpporl 2 — Mixed Strategies (for expressing similarities)
(ZHdR)

When comparing homes of the past to those of the present,

they both have a kitchen for preparing food, bedrooms for

sleeping, bathrooms for personal hygiene and living rooms

for rest and relaxation. All in all, nothing much has changed

as shelter is a basic need of mankind.

These supporting statements include examples, reasons, purpose,
result, comparison and summary.
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Agree/Disagree
BE/ARE

Question — Agree/Disagree (E%& / FE%)
u Do/Would you agree that we can learn from history?
s Do you think that we can learn from history?

Position — State opinion (R R#)

= In my opinion it can prevent us from making the same
mistakes over and over again if we reflect on past actions.

u Personally, I feel it can prevent us from making the same
mistakes over and over again if we reflect on past actions.

m [ strongly believe it can prevent us from making the same
mistakes over and over again if we reflect on past actions.

= Lam of the opinion that it can prevent us from making the
same mistakes over and over again if we reflect on past
actions.
u If you ask me it can prevent us from making the same
mistakes over and over again if we reflect on past actions.
uTo the best of my knowledge it can prevent us from
making the same mistakes over and over again if we reflect
on past actions.

= In my experience it can prevent us from making the same
mistakes over and over again if we reflect on past actions.

® As far as I'm concerned it can prevent us from making the
same mistakes over and over again if we reflect on past
actions.

m As far as I know it can prevent us from making the same
mistakes over and over again if we reflect on past actions.

= To my mind it can prevent us from making the same
mistakes over and over again if we reflect on past actions.
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SUpport — Mixed strategies (&4itiR)

Although this is easier said than done, history teaches us to
learn from our mistakes. That is not to say we should dwell
on our past failures all the time but rather work out what
went wrong so we don’t face the same problem again in the
future. And another thing, by looking at the past it is an
indicator of how far we have progressed, what we have
accomplished and what still needs doing.

This support includes a contrast, explanation, preference, purpose and
extra detail.
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Question — ldentifying (#iA)

1. What dangers are there in working too much and not
resting enough?

2. What significance does food have at family celebrations
in your country?

3. What right do organisations have to store potentially

ldentifying
DN

sensitive personal data?
4. What responsibilities do teachers have to their students?
5. What effect does immigration have on the economy?
6. What role should the government play in providing health
care?
7. Could you outline/identify the benefits of air travel?

Posilion — State which ones in particular (Question 1
sample) (3&iFN)

s There are a number of risks but I'd like to point out
emotional stress.

s There are some dangers but I’d like to single out
emotional stress.

u The key/main/major/prime/chief danger is emotional
stress.

® There aren’t many risks but I guess I could highlight
emotional stress.

Support — Mixed strategies (&&itit)

The reason why your mental well-being often suffers stems
from the fact that you can never turn down work. This
results in having too many things on your plate and before
you know it, you are beyond the stage where you feel you can
still successfully prioritise. It’s at this time you realize some
things will go unaccomplished and consequently you
become emotionally stressed out. Besides, if you don’t
release this pressure it’ll keep building up inside until
eventually you suffer from a nervous breakdown.
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Positively
high degree
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high degree
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Question — How + adj. (How+%%&i#)

1.How important is parental supervision when kids watch
TV?

2.How concerned are you about global deforestation?

3.How much influence do fashion magazines have on
teenage girls?

4.How effective is the government in promoting the tourism
industry in your country?

5.How serious/noticeable is the problem of illegal
immigration to your country?

Position — State degree (RBEE)

1.1 personally feel it’s unbelievably/remarkably/incredibly/
highly/deeply/exceptionally important for children to be
accompanied by an adult while watching television.

2.1 am awfully/terribly/dreadfully worried about the
destruction of forests around the world.

3.1 believe that fashion magazines have a fairly/pretty/
quite/moderately/rather/somewhat/reasonably large
influence over young ladies.

Support — Mixed strategies (for Position 3) (&&#itik)

A prime example is the fact that there has been a rise in
dietary problems for young women over the past few decades
which has often been associated with the unrealistically thin
images that fashion magazines promote as being beautiful.
Secondly, consumer spending is always on the increase and
that of teenage girls is no exception to this trend as they are
often targeted by multimillion dollar advertising campaigns
to buy, buy, buy everything from cosmetics to socks in order
to be just as hot as the model in the catalogue. All things
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“eonsi d, I am of the opinion that the fashion industry has
quite a bit to answer for.
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This support includes examples, reasons, purpose and summary.
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Topié Based

The following section contains a large topic-based question
bank. Use these questions as practice with yourself or your
study partners. The following topics are some of the most
frequently encountered in the official test. Make sure you
understand what all the questions are asking you to do. You
can also listen to the recordings and provide answers as you
hear them.

BRI ERIS 260 “IRIRISE” , XL RITE IBLTS ZiRkrh &8
B MBI ERE , IRATLARE H O BURAIR — 24 X
B e B O R TR E A
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Hometowns - Cities - Countries
R b ER

Tréck 14

Part 1 Hometown 5y

= Where’s your hometown?

= Where do you live now?

u [s there anything you don’t like about your hometown?

= [s your hometown big or small?

= Does anyone famous come from your hometown?

= Could you describe the landscape of your hometown?

® What is some of the history of your hometown?

® When is the best time to visit your hometown?

® What’s the best thing about your hometown?

= How do you think your hometown will change in the
future?

= How long have you lived in your hometown?

® Do you like your hometown?

= Would you rather live in your hometown or another city?

= What’s the difference between your hometown and other
cities in your country?

O3 Part 1

Neighbourhood 4piti:x

® What is the area like where you live?

= What’s your neighbourhood like?

® What kinds of jobs do people have in your neighbourhood?
= Do you get along with your neighbours?

® [s your home in a convenient location?

® Is your neighbourhood a safe place to live?

Cities s

® What is your city famous for?

= What should a tourist do if they visit your city?
= What would you like to change about your city?
= How can you make your city better?

= What are the main industries in your city?
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Part 2

Oik Part 2

= Whatkinds of amenities does your city offer?

m [s it easy to get around your city?

= How has your city developed over the past few decades?
= Could you describe the layout of your city?

= Why do people move to the city?

Countries E%x

m Describe the geography of your country.

m What are some social issues your country has?

® What are some global issues?

® What can you do to make the world a better place to live?
a What’s the standard of living like in your country?

Lifestyle/ =& A3

2 How can you improve your quality of life?

= What are the advantages of living in the country?
= Where would you like to live when you retire?

| Describe where you would like to retire.
You should say:
= where it is
= what it’s like
= why you like this place
and explain how this place makes you feel.

Describe a problem in your city.
| You should say:
| what it is
= how it was caused
= why it is a problem
and offer some solutions to the problem.
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&R -_—

Describe a famous place in your country.
You should say:

m where it is

| m what it’s famous for

| m who visits the place

and explain how/why it became famous.

Describe a place you often went to as a child.
You should say:
| m_where it was
® who you went there with
= what you did there
| and explain why you often went there.

Living Standards gk

u Is the government doing enough to raise the standard of
living?

= How does a city shape who you are or become?

= Which is more important, raising the standard of living or
protecting the environment?

= What factors determine a country’s standard of living?

Globalisation <zt

= What role does the UN play?

= Do you think the world is becoming smaller?

= What are the major differences between your country and
other nations?

= What can you learn from other countries and cultures?

Growth of Cities 4z

= How have cities in your country developed since your
parents were young?

= What will cities be like in the future?

= What is the cause of urbanisation?
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i : = Whatis the downside of urbanisation?
= How is overpopulation caused?

Society 2

= Are people isolating themselves from society these days?
= What responsibilities do citizens of a nation have?

= How does unemployment affect society?

Immigration BE

= Why do people emigrate?

= What kind of problems may immigrants experience when
they arrive in a new country?

= Does immigration threaten local culture or enhance it?

= What can be done about illegal immigration?

= Does immigration have a positive or negative effect on the
economy?

Developing Countries %4 g+E%R

s What can the government do to ensure the equal
distribution of wealth?

= What can we do to assist developing countries?

= What are the causes of poverty in a nation?
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Work
Ik
Track 15
Your Job %y T
= Do you work or are you a student?
= What do you like about your job?
= What don’t you enjoy about your work?
= How do you travel to work?
= When would you like to retire?
= Describe a typical day in your job.
@ What do you find most difficult about your job?
= What other jobs would you be interested in?
& Which job wouldn’t you like to do?
= Would you like a job in which you could travel? Why/Why
not?
= What training do you need for your job?

Companies /13

= Is your company a good one? Why/Why not?

= Would you like to run your own business? Why/Why not?
® What is the ideal work environment?

Employers g

= Do you like your boss? Why/Why not?

= What’s the best way to prepare for a job interview?
= Do you prefer male or female bosses?

Employees 5

= Do women usually work after they get married in your
country?

= Is it easy to find a job in your country?
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Paﬂ 2 Describe a successful company you know,
Lt Pan 2 You should say:
= what it is

= what you know about the company
= why you liked this company
and explain how it became successful.

Describe the kind of boss you like.
You should say:
| m.what they teach you
{®'what qualifications they need
| m what qualities they need
| and explain why they would be a good boss.

Describe what makes a good employee.
' You should say:
= what qualifications they need
= what qualities they need
= what attitude they should have
and explain why it’s important to be a good employee.

Describe a memorable day you had at work.
You should say:

® when it was

® who was there

= what made it memorable

and explain how you felt that day.

Part 3 Workforce An#ig
Ot Part 3 ® What are the characteristics of a good employee? And
employer?
® What are the benefits and shortcomings of being a
manager?

= How important is teamwork?
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Unemployment %

= What problems does unemployment cause?

= What can be done about the problems that unemployment
causes?

= Why is it difficult to find a good job?

Work Conditions Tz

= Which is more important, a good salary or a job you enjoy?

m Why do many people become workaholics?

= What factors influence job choice?

= How important is job interest?

= What are the perfect work conditions?

s How serious is the problem of unfair labour practices?

® Howscould the government improve employment
conditions in your country?

Work Discrimination T{tii

= Which jobs are considered prestigious in your country and
why?

u Is work discrimination a problem in your country?

= How are female bosses different from male bosses?

m Do men’s jobs differ from women’s in your country?

The Development of Jobs B\ % &

= How have jobs changed over the past 50 years in your
country?

= How will jobs change in the future?

m Do you think young people are becoming less and less
hard-working?

Work and Education T#5%8

s Which is more important, educational qualifications or
work experience?

s Does the education system in your country adequately
prepare people for the workforce?

s Do employers prefer degrees from foreign universities or
local ones in your country?
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Part 1

O3 Part 1

Part 2

O3z Part 2

3 7Education
HE

Studies W

= Do you work or are you a student?

= What do you like about your studies?

= Which subjects don’t you enjoy?

= What don’t you enjoy about your studies?
= What'’s the best way to prepare for a test?

School ##%

= Is your school a good one? Why/Why not?
= What facilities does your school have?

® What are teachers like in your country?

= Are your school tuition fees expensive?

m Do you like school uniforms?

= How do you travel to school?

s Do you belong to any school clubs?

= How strict is your school?

English #x
s Why are you studying English?
= Why do you need IELTS?

Track 16

= What do you find most difficult about learning a language?

® What is your strength in English?

u Did you learn a foreign language at pﬁmary or high school?

Describe a teacher who has influenced you.
You should say:

m who he/she was

= what they taught you

= why you liked this teacher

and explain how they influenced you.

[www.Topsage.com]



Topic-Based Question Bank | 141

" Describe something you have learnt that is very useful.
You should say:
m what it is

| ® how you learnt it

| mwho taught you
and explain why it is so useful.

Describe something that you would love to learn.
You should say:
m.what it is

/= how you will learn it
= what it may lead to in the future
and explain why you are interested in it.

Describe a memorable day you had at school.
You should say:

= when it was

= who was there

= what made it memorable

and explain how you felt that day.

Part 3 Primary & Secondary Education /\#Esh¥53

® Do you think it’s better to learn in a coeducational or single
sex school?

® Could you compare public schools to state schools?

® Do you think you learn more from your teachers or your
parents?

® What’s the best way to punish students if they have broken
a school rule?

= What are the advantages and disadvantages of school
uniforms?

O3k Part 3

® Would you agree that exams are the best way to measure
what a student has learnt?
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Tertiary Education %%/ x¥#8&

= Which factors determine which university to attend?

= How important is a tertiary education in getting a job in
your country?

= What do you think of the saying “Experience is the best
teacher”?

Ministry of Education #&%

= Should education be free?

= Do women have the same education opportunities in your
country as men?

s How serious is the problem of illiteracy in your country?

= How can highly experienced and qualified teachers be
encouraged to teach in rural areas?

= How could the government improve the education system
in your country?

Development of Education #%&%%

= Which subjects at school are becoming increasingly
important?

= How has education changed over the past 50 years in your
country?

= How will education change in the future?
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Crime
E1LE

Part 1

O3k Part 1

Part 2

O3 Part 2

Tréck 17

Public Safety /stz4e

m Is your hometown a safe city?

® Are there any parts of your city that are too dangerous to
visit?

m [s it safe to walk outside alone at night?

= Do you always lock your house and car?

Crimes 1%

® What are some common crimes committed in your country?
# Do you ever drink and drive?

& Are there any problems with drugs where you live?

® What crimes have you heard about in the news recently?

= What are prisons like in your country?

= Have you ever seen a crime?

= What would you do if you heard a burglar in your home?

= Have you ever been the victim of a crime?

1
Describe a school rule that you don’t like or disagree

with.

You should say:

® what it is

= why the rule exists

= why you don’t like the rule

and offer some alternatives to the rule.

Describe what crimes affect the area you live in.
You should say:

= what they are

= how they affect people

= how often they occur

and explain why they happen.
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Part 3

04k Part 3

Describe what makes a good police officer.
You should say:
= what qualifications and training they need
= what qualities they need
= what responsibilities they have
| and explain why it’s important to be a good police officer.

| Describe a crime that you have heard about.

You should say:
LA whenvit was

' m.who was there
| mwhat happened

and explain how you feel about the crime.

Development of Crime RZx%E

= How have crimes changed over the last 50 years in your
country?

= How will crimes change in the future?

= Could you compare blue- to white-collar crime?

® Do you think abortion is a crime?

= How concerned are you about terrorism?

= Are you optimistic that in the future we will be living in a
safer society?

Deterring Crime ig4/52%

® Do you believe public executions would deter crime?

= How important is education in preventing crime?

= Do you think gun control is a good idea?

= Do you think police should be allowed to carry guns?

= Do you think the punishment for violent crimes should be
the same for juveniles?
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Criminal Behaviour ££174

= Why do people become criminals?

uIs it possible to change a criminal into a law-abiding
citizen?

= Do you think there is link between drugs and crime?

= What are the characteristics of gangs in your country?

Security Forces %%

= How could the government improve public safety in your
country?

= What rights should criminals have while in jail?

= How effective are the police in your country in preventing
crime?

» How tough is your government on organised crime?
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Part 1

04k Part 1

Wéﬁtertaihl:nie"nf
B

Tréck 18
Music &5
® What kind of music do you like?
= Do you prefer western music or Chinese music?
® Can you play a musical instrument?

TV & Movies @il5a 5

® Where’s the best movie theatre in your town/city?

= Why are movies popular?

® What is the difference between watching a movie at home
and at the theatre?

@ How much TV do people watch?

® What kind of programmes do you enjoy watching on TV?

® Can TV help you learn English?

Going Out #£5t

= What do you think of gambling?

= What can you do in the evenings?

= Do you enjoy dancing?

= Have you ever tried Karaoke?

® Do you have any amusement parks?

= What’s the best museum or art gallery?

= Which form of entertainment do you enjoy the most?

Literature >

® Where do you like to read?

= What genre of books don’t you like?

® Do you ever read English books or magazines?

Stars g2

= Which star would you like to meet?

= Who’s a famous actor/singer from your country?
= What kind of star would you like to be?
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Describe a book you read as a child.
You should say:

= what book it was

= what it was about

= why you liked it |

| and explain what you’ve learnt from it.

Describe the last movie you saw.
You should say:
= what movie it was

~® what it was about
| = what was special about it

and explain why you enjoyed it.

| Describe someone famous that you admire.

You should say:
® who it is
= what they do

| mhow they became successful
| and explain why you admire them.

Describe your favourite place to go for entertainment.

' You should say:
= what and where it is

= what you can do there
= what the atmosphere is like
and explain why you enjoy it there.

[www.Topsage.com]



148 || IELTS Superior Speaking

Part 3

Qi Part 3

Development of Entertainment *RBER%E

& How has entertainment changed over the past 50 years?

= How will entertainment change in the future?

= What’s the difference between reading a book and watching
the movie?

Entertainment and Education #%5%#

® Do you think TV is educational?

= How can parents ensure that children only watch suitable
material on TV?

® What can you learn from museums?

Fame and Success #2553

# Do, you think movie stars and actors earn too much money?

= How much influence do celebrities have on youngsters?

= What are the disadvantages of fame and success?

® Which is most important to you, fame, success or wealth?

= Why are we so interested in the private lives of celebrities?

= What responsibilities do famous people have to society and
children in particular?

Entertainment Issues iR 5ig@

= Should movies be censored?

= What effect, if any, does violence on TV and movies have
on children?

= What problems may compulsive gamblers encounter?

= How serious is the problem of pirated movies in your
country?

® What effect does downloading mp3s illegally have on the
artist?
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Environment
E
Tréck 19
Recycling #EmE i
® What can you recycle?

= How is garbage collected in your neighbourhood?
= Do you waste energy?

Clean Environment F4#5is

= What types of pollution are there in your city?

® Do you often take public transport?

= Are you educated about protecting the environment at
school?

& What do you do to protect the environment?

Wildlife 4z

® What animals can you see in the wild in your country?
® Are you afraid of bugs?

® Do you like watching animals in the wild?

Nature xg#

= How often do you enjoy nature?

® What are some places tourists can visit to enjoy nature in
your country?

= Does your country often suffer from natural disasters?
Which one(s)?

® What do you do if there is a typhoon or earthquake?

Describe an environmental issue in your city
You should say:
= what it is
® how it is caused
| m what it results in
and offer some solutions to the problem.
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. Describe a natural disaster that has occurred in your
country.
You should say:
= what it was
= when it was
= what destruction it caused
and explain how it made you feel.

Describe a place of natural beauty in your country.
You-should say:

m where it is

mwhat yowcan do there

= when the best time to go is

and explain what makes it so attractive.

| Describe a type of public transport in your city.
You should say:
= what it is
= what the advantages are
= what the disadvantages are
and offer some alternatives to this form of public transport.

Part 3 Environmental Destruction gaif
Mt Part 3 u What are the environmental effects of urbanisation?
= What are the main causes of pollution in your area?
= How concerned are you about the environment?
= How noticeable is the problem of deforestation in your
country?

Environmental Protection fiigip

= What effect would banning cars from city centres have?
= What can we do to make this world a better place?

= What can we learn from nature?
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Environmental Changes izt

= How has the environment changed since you were a child?

= Are you optimistic about the future of our environment?

= How can we strike a balance between development and
protection?

Alternative Energies #ftatig

® What are some alternative energy sources that can be
developed more?

® What are the pros and cons of alternative energy such as
solar power?

= What dangers are there in the production of nuclear power?

Environment and the Government i 55 fF

® Should the government make the environment a priority?

mIs the government doing enough to protect the
environment?

® Which is more important, increasing the standard of living
or protecting the environment?

® Who is more responsible for protecting the environment,
individuals or governments?

® Are governments tough enough on companies which break
environmental laws?

Endangered Species sz ity

® Are there any endangered species in your country?
® Do you agree that all animals should be protected?
™ What causes the extinction of some species?
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Part 1

O3 Part 1

Part 2

O3k Part 2

Tréck 20

News #iH

= Which are you more interested in, local or international
news?

= What don’t you like about the news?

= Why are people interested in the news?

= Should you always keep up with the latest news?

TV;Radio & Internet News #531. T ER L& HE

= Where do you get your news from? TV? Radio? Internet?

® Can you understand the English news on TV?

= What'’s the difference between news from the radio and that
from TV?

Newspapers 4

= What sections of a newspaper do you prefer?

= When and where do you read newspapers?

= How can newspapers help you improve your English?

| Describe a newspaper you enjoy reading.
| You should say:
| m what the newspaper is
| m what sections it has
| m when and how often you read it
and explain why you like it.

| Describe a recent news event.
You should say:
m what it was
= when it happened
= where it happened
and explain how you felt when you heard about it.

[www.Topsage. com1



Part 3

Aik Part 3

Topic-Based Question Bank | 153

Describe a radio station you like listening to.
You should say:

= what it is called

® what kind of music they play

® what kind of programmes they have

and explain why you like it.

Describe a TV or radio ad you like.
You should say: j
= what the product is

gy bow it is promoted

. m what makes it different from other ads
| and explain why you like it.

Role & Influence of Media & meRgmA

® What role does the media play?

= How can the media influence young people?

= To what extent should we trust the media?

= What news must people know about? What do they not
need to know?

Development of Media %z

® How has the media developed over the past 50 years?

= How are newspapers different these days compared to the
past?

= How has the media contributed to globalisation?

Media Issues #4izs

= Should the media be censored?

® Why does the media sensationalise the news?

® [s the news too shocking now?

u s there too much advertising on the TV and radio?

® Why does the media often come under scrutiny for stories
they publish?

= Do you think tabloids should be banned?
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Part 1
Ak Part 1

3. 3C'7'(Corrk1'b'ut_érs:65rrrlé;ag & Communications)

3C Vol

Computers &

= When did you learn to use a computer?

= How did you learn to use a computer?

= What do you use a computer for?

= How well can you type?

= Do you ever play computer games?

= Are computers expensive in your country?

® Have you ever used a computer to improve your English?

Cameras 1l

= Do you have a camera? What kind?

® When and why do you take photos?

= Are digital cameras better than cameras with film?

= Do you prefer to take photos of people, places or things?

Communications &if

® Why are mobile phones so popular?

= What other forms of communication do you use?

= How good are you at sending text messages in English?

= What does your mobile phone look like?

u Do you prefer sending a text message or talking on your
mobile?

Internet Mm%

u What do you use the Internet for?

= Have you ever bought anything from the Internet?
= Do you like to chat on the Internet?

= Do you think you spend too much time on the net?
= Do you have a favourite website?

= Do you ever write English emails?

® Do you still write letters? Why or why not?
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Part 2

Describe a website you find interesting or useful.
03 Part 2 You should say:
| m what it is
= how you found it
| m what information it provides

| and explain why you like it.

' Describe a communication tool you use.
. | You should say:

L ® what it is

/~m what functions it has

" w why you use it

;; a , and explain what makes it useful.

' Describe a memorable photo you have.
" You should say:

= when and where it was taken

= what you were doing at the time

= how often you look at it

and explain what makes it so memorable.

Describe an electronic device you would like to learn
more about.

You should say:

= what it is

= what functions it has

= how you will learn to use it

and explain why it would be useful to learn.
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Part 3

Hixt Part 3

Development of Technology #i%E

s How will the Internet develop in the future?

= How have computers changed our lives?

= What effect have mobile phones had on our lives?

Technology and Children ®i#5)L%

= How important is it that each child has access to a
computer?

= Could you explain why the Internet is unsafe for young
kids?

= What responsibilities do parents have to protect their
children from the dangers of the Internet?

w How could the Internet be made safer?

u Do you think children need mobile phones?

= How scrious is the problem of phone abuse in school time
by students?

Technology and Society ®i#5its

= How has technology aided education and learning?

= What right does the government have to censor the
Internet?

= What are the benefits of mobile phones?

® What are the advantages and disadvantages of email?
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Sports - Recreation
=R

Part 1 Sports & &iEz

= What sports are you good at?

= What sports is your country famous for?

= What sporting or exercise facilities do you have in your
community?

= Have you ever been the member of a sports team?

= Do you prefer to watch sporting events live or on TV?

8 Do you prefer team or individual sports?

® What’s the most dangerous sport you’ve played?

® Who is a famous sports person from your country?

@ Which sport do you not like to watch or play?

O3k Part 1

Exercise %

= What do you do to keep fit?

® What are the dangers of swimming at the beach?
= How often do you do exercise or play sport?

Leisure R

= What leisure activities do you enjoy?

= Do you have enough leisure time?

u Is it easy to find places to relax in your neighbourhood?

Part 2

Describe a leisure activity that you enjoy.
You should say:
m what it is

03K Part 2

= what equipment you need
| m where you do it
and explain why you enjoy it.
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. Describe a relaxing activity.
| You should say:

| ® what it is

= where you do it

® how it relaxes you

| and explain why you enjoy it.

Describe a dangerous sport.
| You should say:
| mwhatit is
®m where you can do it
&.who takes part in it
and explain why it is dangerous.

| Describe a famous sportsperson you know.
‘ You should say:

= who the person is

= what they play

| " where they play

| and explain how or why they became successful.

Part 3 Sporting Success EzukmRD

Oit Part 3 = Would you agree that sports stars earn too much money?

® What are the effects of parents who become too involved in
their children’s sports activities?

® What responsibilities do sports stars have to society?

Sports Issues zziEm

® Has sport become too commercialised these days?

® Do you think world sporting events, like the Olympics,
promote international understanding?

= Do you think gambling on sporting events is acceptable?

= What should be the punishment for sports people who take

perforfiiice-saisnsing davs]
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visaD

- y Nation ®BEMER

= What does your government do to encourage people to lead
a healthy lifestyle?

= How do you think sports and exercise may develop in the future?

= What are the benefits of having sports as part of the school

curriculum?
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Part 1

O3 Part 1

Food - Diniiﬁg :

Re

Food &%

= What can you cook?

m What’s the strangest food you have ever eaten?

= What food can’t you stand?

= How often do you eat dinner with your family?

® What kinds of desserts are popular in your country?

® What kinds of fruit and vegetables are grown in your
country?

® Who does. the grocery shopping in your home?

® What food from your country would you miss most if you
were living abroad?

® What food from you country would you suggest a foreigner
try?

Restaurants %/

® Do you prefer to eat at a restaurant or at home?

= How often do you eat at fast food restaurants?

u Is it customary to tip at restaurants in your country?

® Who usually pays for the meal when going out to eat in
your country?

Diet %&

® What do you think of health food?

® Do you like food from other countries?

® Do you eat food now that you didn’t eat as a child?
® Is vegetarianism popular in your country?

= Do you eat regular meals?

= How concerned are you about your health and diet?
® Do you often eat snacks between meals?

= Have you ever had food poisoning?
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“Describe your favourite health food.
| You should say:
| mwhat it is
| @ when and how often you eat it
- mhow and where it is made
and explain why it is healthy.

Describe some traditional food from your country,
You should say:
® what it is
* W when and how often you eat it
~® how and where it is made
and explain what it tastes like.

Describe a restaurant you like.
You should say:
= what kind of food it has

| mwhat kind of atmosphere it has
= where it is
and explain what makes it special.

Health Issues fggiEm

® Is child obesity a problem in your country?

® Do diets work or are they just a quick way for some
business-minded people to make money?

® What are the effects of an unhealthy diet?

® What can the government do to encourage a healthy
lifestyle among its citizens?
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Dietary Changes & IJ®t%zE

= How have eating habits changed over the past 50 years?

® What explanations can you provide for the growing
popularity of organic food?

= What are the pros and cons of being vegetarian?

= Would you agree that people eat more healthily than in the
past?

= How important is it to you to have a balanced diet?

Food and Culture x&5x1t

= What are the main differences between Asian and Western
food?

®‘What significance does food have in your culture?

= Do some cultures have a healthier diet than others?
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Health - Mieidlicaei
- EZ

Tréck 24

Medical Centres & Practitioners Es il 5z
= How often do you have a health check-up?

® Are gyms and health spas popular in your country?

® Are you afraid of dentists?

= Have you ever tried traditional Chinese medicine?

= Do you prefer western or natural medicine?

Relaxation 7, 54

® How do you deal with stress?

= How do you relax after work or studies?

& Where is the best place to go to relax in your town/city?
= Do you have enough relaxation time?

llinesses %7

= What do you usually do when you catch a cold?

= What do you do to stay healthy?

® Do you suffer from an allergy?

= Have you ever broken a bone?

= Who looks after you when you are sick?

= Do you often take days off sick from work or studies?
= What is a traditional remedy for a cold in your culture?

Describe an unhealthy habit you have.
You should say:
| mwhat it is
= when and how often you do it
= why it is unhealthy
and explain what you can do about it.
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Part 3

O3k Part 3

‘ Describe an illness you have had.
| You should say:
= what it was

= when and how long you had it
= how you got it and how you felt
and explain what you did about it.

Describe a time when you or someone you know were |

injured.

You-should say:

u how the injury occurred

= what:treatment was taken

mhow the lifestyle of you or the person you know was
affected

| and explain how you or the person you know felt during

| the time.

| Describe a doctor you know or have visited.
You should say:

m who he/she is

| w what kind of medicine he/she practises

! = how effective he/she is

‘ and explain when and how you met.

Healthcare E5ripm

= How effective is the healthcare system in your country?

® Do you think people will become more or less healthy in
the future?

= What are the benefits and drawbacks of not seeing a doctor
when you are sick?

m Could you compare the healthcare facilities in rural and
urban areas?

= What dangers are there of taking medicine?
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Health Authorities 23tP£#H1%

® What can the government do to improve health conditions
for the elderly?

= What responsibilities do doctors have?

= What is the role of the government in healthcare?

= Do you agree that doctors are underpaid?

Health Issues #iEm ¢

= Why do people smoke?

= What are the effects of smoking?

= How concerned are you about the spread of diseases?
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Part 1

O3k Part 1

Travel - 1Tansportation 5 I:IblidayS - Culture

iy RRvbt: =R 1 B 4
Trdck 25
Travel &
= Which countries have you been to?
. How often do you travel abroad or intercity?
= Do you prefer to travel alone or in a group?
= Do you prefer package tours or independent travel?
® What country do you want to visit most? Why?
= What kind of accommodation do you prefer to stay in while
travelling?
= What are the benefits of travel?
® Can travel be dangerous?
= Would you travel back to a place you have been to before
and stay there again?

Transportation Z&ETA

= Do you have a driver’s licence?

® Do you prefer to travel by bus, train, ship, plane or car?

= Do you have a good sense of direction?

= What is the most popular form of public transportation in
your town/city?

= How often do you take public transportation?

u Do you ever ride a bike these days?

= How do you travel to work or school?

= [s it easy to find a parking space in your town/city?

® What mode of transportation do you think is the safest?

Holidays {8

= Do you prefer summer or winter holidays?

= Do you prefer active or relaxing holidays?

= What holidays are celebrated as a family in your culture?
= What foods are eaten for your favourite holiday?

m Would you like more holidays?
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Culture x1t

® What is interesting/special about your culture?

= What don’t you like about your culture?

= Are you familiar with any other cultures? Which ones? -
= Which culture would you most like to learn more about?
= Do you practise any traditional customs?

Describe your ideal holiday.
You should say: }
= where you would go ‘
=-when and how long you would go for 1
w'who you would go with

, and explain what would be special about this holiday.

Describe a car you would like to buy.
You should say:

m what it is

= what features it would have

= how it compares to other cars

and explain why you would like to buy it.

Describe a place you would like to go for a company or
school trip.

You should say:

= where you would like to go

= what you could do there

= when and how long you would go for

and explain why it would suit the other members of the
group.
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Part-3

ik Part 3

. 21 . ;
Describe an aspect of your culture that you are most

| proud of.

| You should say:

| m what it is

| m what makes it special
\ ® how it originated

- and explain why you are proud of it.

Transportation Issues xi@iEtizm

= How_effective is the public transportation system in your
townl/city?

= What could the government do to improve the public
transportation system in your town/city?

= What is the cause of traffic congestion?

= What does traffic congestion lead to?

Tourism Industry sy

= How concerned are you about air travel?

m What responsibilities do tourists have when visiting a
foreign country?

= What are the pros and cons of tourism?

= Could you compare the benefits of international travel to
domestic?

Development of Tourism W3t i9% &

= How can the government attract more tourists to your
country?

= How has the tourism industry changed over the past 50
years?

= How may it develop in the future?
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al Identlty XALINE
= Which customs are dying out in your country?
= How has globalisation affected your culture?
® How much respect does the younger generation in your
country have towards your culture and customs?
# Do you think that many public holidays are losing their
significance nowadays?
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Hello, my name is (examiner’s name).

What’s your full name please?

What can I call you?

Can I check your ID and passport please?

In the first part, I’d like to ask you some general questions
about yourself.

Iet’s talk about the town or city you live in.
u Where do.you live?

® What is your neighbourhood like?

= Do you get along with your neighbours?

Now I'd like to discuss the topic of friends. Is that okay?

= How much time do you spend with friends?

= Would you rather spend your free time with family or
friends?

® Are you still in contact with any friends from high school?

Let’s move on to music.

® What kind of music do you like?

= Can music change the way you feel?
= Have you ever been to a live concert?

Part 2

In Part 2, I will give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about
it for 1-2 minutes. Before you talk, you will have one minute
to think about what you are going to say. You may make
some notes if you wish. Do you understand?
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Topic Card

| Describe a natural disaster that has occurred in your
country.
You should say:
® what it was
| ® when it was
= what destruction it caused
and explain how it made you feel.

= Does this kind of disaster happen often in your country?
= Did it take your country a long time to recover?

Part¢3

You’ve been talking about a natural disaster that has occurred
in your country and I'd like to ask you one or two more
questions related to this.

Let’s consider first of all:

Natural disasters

= Comment on the effect that natural disasters have on the
economy.

= Suggest ways we can help those affected by natural
disasters.

= Compare the severity of natural disasters to man made
disasters.

Charities

® Qutline what kind of support charities provide.

= Evaluate the effectiveness of charities.

® AgreelDisagree that volunteer work should be part of the
school curriculum.

Thank you. That is the end of the speaking test.
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Part-l< Tidck 27

Hello, my name is (examiner’s name).

What’s your full name please?

What can I call you?

Can I check your ID and passport please?

In the first part, I’d like to ask you some general questions
about yourself.

Let’s talk about the town or city you come from.

= Is your hometown big or small?

& What kind of jobs do people have in your hometown?
= What is your hometown famous for?

Now I"d like to ask some questions about culture.

= What is interesting about your culture?

® What might a foreigner find difficult to understand about
your culture?

= What is considered rude in your culture?

Let’s move on to film and TV.

= Do many people have cable TV in your country? Why/Why
not?

= Are there many cinemas in your city?

= Do you prefer to watch a movie at home or at the movie
theatre? '

Part 2
In Part 2, I will give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about
it for 1-2 minutes. Before you talk, you will have one minute

to think about what you are going to say. You may make
some notes if you wish. Do you understand?
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Tepie Card

Describe a newspaper you enjoy reading.
You should say:
= what the newspaper is
| m what sections it has
| ® when and how often you read it
and express why you like it.

= Do you read any other newspapers?
® When did you first start reading this newspaper?

Part 3

You’ve been talking about a newspaper that you read and I’d
like to ask you one or two more questions related to this.
Let’s consider first of all:

Newspapers

= Qutline what role newspapers play in our society these
days.

m Agree/Disagree that newspapers will be replaced some time
in the future.

= Consider the need for news censorship.

The media

= Speculate on why the media tends to sensationalise the
news.

= Evaluate how much influence the media has over young
people.

u# Comment on how much the media has contributed to
globalisation.

Thank you. That is the end of the speaking test.
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Part %"Tréck 28

Hello, my name is (examiner’s name).

What’s your full name please?

What can I call you?

Can I check your ID and passport please?

In the first part, I'd like to ask you some general questions
about yourself.

Let’s talk about what you do.

s Do you work or are you a student?

= What subjects do you study?

m'Why did you choose this subject?

= What do/you find difficult in your studies?

Now I'd like to ask some questions about computers.
= When did you first use a computer?

® Have computers made our lives easier?

= How can computers help you learn English?

Let’s move on to health.

= What do you do to keep fit?

® What do you do when you catch a cold?

u Have you ever tried traditional Chinese medicine?

Part 2

In Part 2, I will give you a topic and I’d like you to talk about
it for 1-2 minutes. Before you talk, you will have one minute
to think about what you are going to say. You may make
some notes if you wish. Do you understand?
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Topic Card

Describe a restaurant you like.
You should say:
mwhat kind of food it has
| mwhat kind of atmosphere it has
| mwhere it is
and explain what makes it special.

= Has it been open long?
= [s it expensive?

Part 3

You’ve been talking about a restaurant you enjoy and I'd like
to ask you one or two more questions related to this.
Let’s consider first of all:

Food

= Examine the dangers of dieting.

® [dentify the arguments for and against vegetarianism.
= Assess the popularity of organic food in your country.

Businesses
= Compare global to local companies.
® Identify some famous companies from your country.

= Discuss the challenges of starting your own business.

Thank you. That is the end of the speaking test.
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Sample 4

Part Lk 29

Hello, my name is (examiner’s name).

What’s your full name please?

What can I call you?

Can I check your ID and passport please?

In the first part, I'd like to ask you some general questions
about yourself.

Let’s talk about your job or studies.

® What do you do?

= What don’t you enjoy about your studies?

® What are your study plans?

% [s there anything else you would like to study?

Now I'd like to talk to you about festivals and holidays.
® Which festival from your country is your favourite?

® Would you like to have longer holidays?

= How do you usually spend your holidays?

Let’s move on to food.

= Can you cook?

® Would you rather stay at home or go out to eat?

= Can you describe some traditional food from your country?

Part 2

In Part 2, I will give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about
it for 1-2 minutes. Before you talk, you will have one minute
to think about what you are going to say. You may make
some notes if you wish. Do you understand?
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Topie Card

: Describe a place of natural beauty in your country.
| You should say:

m where it is
= what you can do there
= when the best time to go is
| and explain what makes it so attractive.

= Would you like to go there again?
= Do many people know about this place?

Part 3

You've been talking about a place of natural beauty in your
country and I’d like to ask you one or two more questions
related to this.

Let’s consider first of all:

The environment

= Compare the importance of increasing the standard of
living to protecting the environment. .

m Assess who is more responsible for protecting the
environment—individuals or governments.

= Suggest some alternative energy sources that can be
developed more.

Beauty

= Evaluate how important a beautiful appearance is in order
to be successful in life.

= Justify the need for cosmetic surgery.

= Compare how males and females have different ideas on
beauty.

Thank you. That is the end of the speaking test.
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Glossary

The following vocabulary if used correctly would typify some of the vocabulary an
IELTS 7 and above candidate would produce. It has been arranged according to topic
and includes a number of idioms.
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m altar (113) = urbanisation (4, 8, 150)

® amenities (89,99, 134) = valley (42)

& backward (67) = village (42, 67)

a-coast (42, 43, 75, 80) = be lined with (108)

m coastline (67) = cobbled streets (7)

= field (42) m Ferris Wheel (99)

= globalisation (70, 153) = from the comfort of one’s own home|
m intercity (166) (83)

= landscape (133) m hot spring (72)

= metropolis (8) = nestled in the mountains (108)
m oriental (73) = one-stop shop (81)

m outskirts (108) = souvenir shop (43)

= overlook (68, 73) = suburban sprawl (6)

m seaside (43)

m deforestation (129, 150) m chock-a-block (8)

= equilibrium (9) = cold snap (9)

m extinction (151) = endangered species (151)
m overcast (65) = nuclear power (151)

= alternative energy sources (151) m solar power (151)
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= trundle (7)
= head (off) to (65, 108)

= make one’s way (somewhere) (78)
= traffic congestion (118, 168)

= bystander (100)
= chauffeur (8)

= dubious (5)

= newlyweds (113)
=-overcrowding (8)
w socialite (73)

People

= youngster (148)

= catch up with (78)

= de facto relationship (113)
m get in touch with (6)

= to shape who you are (135)

m drab (5)
m dwarf (73)
= picturesque (67)

Appearance

= tarnish (9)
= be aesthetically pleasing (124)
= be nothing short of spectacular (68)

m carefree (95)

= daunting

= malcontent (8)

= sympathise (45)

m vibrant (95)

= xenophobia (71)

= be electrifying (74)

m be obsessed with (124)

= bored out of one’s brains (68)
= full of vitality (67)

m get sb. hyped up (80)

= nerve-racking

= nervous breakdown (128)

m put one’s nerves at ease
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Objects/Things

m accelerator (104)

m artefact (73)

m bouquet (113)

m brake (105)

= buoy (109)

m confetti (113)

= configuration (104)

= function (38, 101)

m infrastructure (8)

m lever (104)

= rod (108)

= electronic device (102)
= loop the loop (105)

High Quality

® authentic (73)

m extravagant (113)
w Javish(113)

m Juxurious (124)

= opulent (73)
= prestigious (139)
= up-market (73)

m advent (82)

u prominent (8)

m status (47)

m be a big deal (104)

= be a big thing (104)

= have a natural gift for (20)

= in the right place in the right time (46)

= keep the movement going (45)

= live up to expectations (76)

m Juck is on one’s side (46)

m regain one’s former glory (20)

m stick to one’s guns (45)

m take one’s turn in the spotlight (84)
m think highly of sb./sth. (70)

Popular

= be a hit with (95)
u be all the rage (112)

m be in demand (76)

|
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= commercialise (158)

= a hike in taxes (118)

= be enough to live off (69)

m declare bankruptcy (64)

= equal distribution of wealth (136)
u foot the bill (119)

= fork out (119)

= high turnover (69)

= hundreds of thousands (8)

= loads of (43)

= shoulder the cost (7)

= thousands and thousands (7)

m-hive of activity (67)
® turn sth. into a fine art (109)

= short of sth. to do (68)
m sift through (82)
® spoil oneself with sth. (78)

L

= workaholic (139)

= be laid off (65)

u forge a career (62)

= have too many things on one’s plate
(128)

= high calibre (63)

= peak of one’s career (96)

= work discrimination (139)

u unfair labour practices (139)

= coeducational (34, 141)
= curriculum (159)

= illiteracy (142)

= be well-informed (77)

® gain an insight (70)
= not know any better (105)
m single sex (141)

Sports

= sandcastle (74)
= stadium (74)
m body-surfing (74)

& Leisure

= boogie boarding (74)
® get a tan (74)
u take a stroll (74)
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= allergy (163) m easily transmitted diseases (8)

m obesity (161) m lead a balanced life (26)

m remedy (163) = performance-enhancing drug (158)
m treatment (164) = strike a balance (151)

= cook up a storm (161) = organic food (162)
m secret family recipe (61)

= _colonise (8) = get hitched (113)
= bucks and hens night (112) m industrial revolution (8)

= be long gone (71) ® make it in time to (65)
u for hours on end (104) = more often than not (112)
m it takes ages (44) m not in this lifetime (85)

= get off on the right foot = venture forth to new heights
m take a step in the right direction

= celebrity (46, 95) = invasion of privacy (46)
m sensationalise (153) m public figure (46)
m tabloid (153) m sitting in front of the box (74)

= in the public eye (46)
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Technology

= at the touch of a button (76, 82)

® computer savvy (115)

u disapprove (46) ® hard work (46)

= struggle (45)

® be caught between a rock and a hard
place (118)

= be easier said than done (127)

& come under attack (113)

® come under scrutiny (153)

= dwell on the past (127)

® end up.in a‘compromising position
(35)

® have a lot to answer for (77)

= not all it’s cracked up to be (76)

® remain idle (120)

= struggle to make ends meet (71)

= sweep the problem under the rug
(120)

= ta]]l order (121)

® tie up loose ends (66)

= what is the point of sth. (47)

|

= burglar (143)

= conquer (47)

= imprison (45)

m pirate (148)

® prison (warden) (45, 143)
= terrorism (144)

® victim (143)

= warrior (47)

® blue-collar crime (144)

= eruptions of sporadic violence (8)
® Jaw-abiding (145)

® organised crime (145)

® prey on sb. (115)

= public execution (144)

= white-collar crime (144)

Social Issues

= abortion (144)
m apartheid (45)

= equality (45)
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m streamline (120) m overcome an obstacle (121)
m in search of greener pastures (69) = sth. will rub off on sb. (55)
= load off one’s shoulders (71) m take swift measures/action (120)

m assess (30) m justify (38)

= evaluate (10) m predict (4)
u_examine (8) = speculate (8)
wdefine (47) = comment on (30)

» identify (60)

R v, .
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Part 1 Question + Position

Express your level of proficiency.
B I'm an expert/a professional at (V-ing or N).

® Can you...? ¥ can (V) in my sleep.
= Are you able to...? B | have a knack for (V-ing).
Ability ¥ Are you capable of...? ® I'm a bit of a know-it-all when it comes to

® Do you know how to...? (V-ing or N).
¥ Are you good at...? ® | can't (V) to save my life.
¥ How good are you at...? ® | can't (V) for nuts.

I ¥ | don't know the first thing about (V-ing or

N).

Identify the differences/similarities.

® What are the (main) B They're like chalk and cheese.
differences/similarities B ... bears no relation to...
between ... and...? B There’s a world of difference between ...
Comparing ® How is ... different from/similar| and...
0.2 ® One of the major contrasts is...
¥ How are ... and ... alike? B The most striking resemblance is...

B | can't tell them apart.
B | can't draw a distinction between ... and...

State what you will/would do and

® What do you do if...? substitute “if” with:

u
® What will you do if...? - Qfol\(,)igg: fhat
Conditionals ¥ What would you do if...? ¥ Say that
® What would you have done - Un{ess
if..?
if...? B On condition that
B Supposing that
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® What is ... like?
®m How is...?

Cut-Up Study Notes | 187

State the most striking feature in an
extreme way.

Describing ® What does ... look like? B (S) is incredibly/terribly (Adj).
= How do you...? H (S) is an absolute (N).
= Can you describe...? u (S) is one of the (superlative).
g ; ; State what you dislike the most.
: ;th dorg ¥ jilaxenioy, ',"? B I'm sickened/disgusted by...
{ s there anything you don’t i ;
Negatives 4 7N, u | despise/loathe/object to...
= %ren/egg]y'i" ou like/enjoy..? | ™ (S)is areal tum-off.
AR YOV | w1 don't think much of...
State a general opinion.
= In my opinion...
m Personally, | feel...
| | strongly believe...
Opinions 8 What do you think about/of...? | ® I'm of the opinion that...
= How do you feel about...? | |f you ask me...
® To the best of my knowledge...
®|n my experience...
8 As far as I'm concerned...
m As far as | know...
State who the person is.
u There’s nobody like...
®Who...? = Nobody compares to...
People = Which person...? m Of all people, I'd have to say...

® What kind of people...?

® The one person who really (V) is...
®| have a soft spot for...
1 | think the world of...
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State the name of the place.
m There’s no place like...
m Where...? m Nowhere compares to...
Places m Which place...? m Of all places, I'd have to say...
m What place...? m The one place which really (V) is...
m My first choice is...
m ... is as good a place as any.
m Do you prefer...? Make a choice.
u.Wouldyou rather...? m Given the choice, I'd have to say...
| Preferences mls it better to...? m If | had to take a pick, I'd favour/go for...
m Which is better/more...? ® ... is no match for...
m Is ... better/more (Adj) than...?| m Give me ... any day.
State the main reason.
m Why...? m The reason (S) + (V) is...
m What's the reason for...? m The root of the problem is...
Reasons m What's the cause of...? m I'd put it down to the fact that...

= What for...?
= How come...?

= ... plays a part in...
m The only reason that comes to mind is...

m Why in the world (S) + (V) is beyond me.

Suggestions

= What should...?

m What must...?

= What do you recommend...?
s What do you suggest...?

State the strongest suggestion.

m | highly recommend...

m If you want my advice, you ought to...
= No matter what, you have to...

m Take my advice and (V)...

= You'd be well-advised to...

= On no account should you...

m I'd strongly advise against...
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Indicate which one in particular.

® What kind of...? ® There are a number of (N) but | would
Specifying ® What type of...? particularly like to mention...
® What sort of...? B There is/are a wide variety of (N) but I'd like

to single/point out...

State what ranks the highest.

u . takes the cake.

B The pick of the bunch would have to be...
= Nothing compares to...

® .. is head and shoulders above the rest.
® You can't beat ... for (reason).

B .. runs rings around the others.

B .. is streets ahead of the rest.

W .. puts the rest to shame.

® Whai's the most...?
® What's the bast...?
® What's your favourite...?
® What ... do you ... best?

Superlatives

State the frequency.

® J've never been known to (V).

® Once in a blue moon, I...

® | (V) on and off/now and again/every so
often/from time to time/every once in a
while/whenever | get the chance.

u | have (PP) ... hundreds of times.

® How often...?
® How many times...?

Time

State a specific time.

® When...? B There’s no such time as...

® What time...? ® Of all the times, I'd have to say...
B The one time | really (V) is...
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State the duration.
® [ onger/More time than you can imagine.
= How much time...? B 've spent days/weeks/months/years/a
Time = How long...? lifetime.
® | spent a greater part of (time period) +
(V-ing).
Say yes or no in a different way.
®Do you...? B For “yes”: definitely, for sure, without a
= Are you...? doubt, naturally, of course, indeed,
Yes/No Wil your..? certainly, I'm afraid so
¥'Haveyou...? ® For “no”: not at all, no way, not for the life
u Are there...? of me, not a hope in hell, I'm afraid not,
= Did you...? certainly not, not really, of course not, you
must be kidding
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Strategies Examples of How to Begin

State a reason

m The reason why (S) + (V) is...

m A reason for this is...

m |t stands to reason that (N or V-ing) is...
m The reason behind this is...

m The chief/most compelling reason is...
® The most obvious explanation is...

= |'d put it down to...

= |'d aftribute it to...

= |t's all thanks to...

Give a result

& As aresult...

¥ A direct result of (cause) is (effect).

m The implications of (cause) is (effect).

m At the end of the day (S) + (V).

m The end result is that (S) + (V).

m (effect) is the product/result of (cause).

m (effect) arises/stems/comes from (cause).

Provide an example

m A classic/prime/fine/typical example of this is...

m ... is a classic/prime/fine/typical example of this.

m Take ... for example.

m There is no better example than...

m |n one case...

= In some instances...

m A case in point is...

® ... to name but a few (used when giving many examples)

Contrast

= Then again

= All the same

= Even so

= On the other hand

m Although/Even though
m While/Whereas

m In contrast to this...

m Alternatively

m Despite/In spite of...

= Having said that...
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Explain a point more clearly
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Examples of How to Begin

m By this | mean...

= What I'm trying to say is...

m That is to say...

m What | mean is...

u In other words...

m The thing is...

m To put it another way...

u Let me explain/rephrase that...
m Put it this way...

m All 'm saying is...

197

Add details

® Besides...

& What's more...

u By the way...

® And another thing...

= ... not to mention (the fact that)...
= On top of all this...

= |t's also worth mentioning...

Make a comparison

® When comparing ... and...

® |f you compare ... and...

® [n/By comparison...

m Comparatively speaking...

® The more (S) + (V), the more (S) + (V).

m (S) is getting more and more/becoming increasingly...

Discuss the benefits

= The good thing about this is...
® The major advantage is...

u One of the strengths/merits is...
= On the plus side...

® The beauty of this is...

® One of the added benefits is...
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Strategies Examples of How to Begin

® The bad thing about this is...

® The main disadvantage is...

® One of the weaknesses/shortcomings is...
® On the downside...

Mention the drawbacks

® In my experience...

8 Speaking from experience...

% One of my most unforgettable/memorable/harrowing
experiences was...

Touch onpersonal N From bitter/personal experience...

experiences mIf | remember rightly...

u | distinctly/vividly/vaguely remember a time...

u 'l never forget...

® The time | ... is still fresh in my mind.

® | remember the time | ... as if it were yesterday.

® |n a nutshell...

® To cut a long story short...
= Allin all...

® On the whole...

® All things considered...

® Generally speaking...

Summarise
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Predicting

Past
Development

= How will ... change/develop in the
next few decades?

® Do you think ... will be different in 50
years time?

® Could you speculate/predict what ...
will be like 10 years from now?

Cut-Up Study Notes | 201

State the certainty of the event you

suggest.

® |n all probability...

m There’s every possibility that...

u |t's more than likely that...

m There’s little/no chance of (N) +
(V-ing).

m There’s a remote/slight prospect of
(N) + (V-ing).

3D 1Y

® How was ... different 50 years ago?

® Do you think ... has/have changed
much since your parents/
grandparents were young?

u Could you describe/evaluate how ...
has/have developed over the past
few decades?

State how different it was.

u It's a whole new ball game these
days.

® ... nowadays bears no relation to the
past.

u ... these days is worlds apart from
the past.

u |t was a radically different world
(state time).

m |t was considerably/significantly/
refreshingly/strikingly different (state
time).

m Today’s ... is a far cry from the past.

m |t was slightly/subtly different (state
time).

Causes of
Problems

® Why do you think...?

® What is the cause of...?

m What is the reason for...?

= Could you explain why...?

® What explanations could you provide
for...?

= Could you justify...?

State the main reason.

® The reason (S) + (V) is...

= The only reason that comes to mind
is...

u The root of the problem is...

= I'd put it down to...

® .. plays a partin...

® Why in the world (S) + (V) is beyond
me.
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m What are the effects of...?
= How does ... affect...?
» What influence/effect does ... have

State the main resulit.
m There are a number of outcomes/
results/consequences/

Suggestions

u What could the government/
authorities do to improve...?

m Could you suggest some ways to
make ... better?

Results on..? after-effects/implications, the main
o one being...
?
: a::: gggz :Zzzlzoir.ﬂ m The main impact of ... is...
’ m |t has a far reaching effect on...
State the strongest suggestion.
m I'd put it before the authorities to...
= How could the problem of ... be = They may as well...
solved? u | highly recommend...
n i
Solutions/ = What can be done about...? u |f you want my advice, they ought

to...
= On no account should they...
= No matter what, they have to...
u Take my advice and (V).
u They'd be well-advised to...
u I'd strongly advise against...

Advantages/
Disadvantages

m What are the advantages and
disadvantages of...?

= What are the benefits and
drawbacks of...?

m What are the pros and cons of...?

u What are the merits and
shortcomings of...?

m What are the strengths and
weaknesses of...?

= What are the arguments for and
against...?

= What are the positive and negative
sides of...?

m What are the pluses and minuses
of...?

State the main advantage/

disadvantage.

u The advantages/benefits/pros/
merits/strengths/positive sides/
pluses are...

m The beauty of ... is...

= What makes ... so good is...

= On the downside/upside...

m Having said that, the
disandvantages/drawbacks/cons/
shortcomings/weaknesses/negative
sides/minuses are...
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I

Comparing

Examples

® Could you compare the similarities
and differences between...?

® Could you assess/evaluate how ...
and ... is different/similar?

® Could you examine the main
differences between ... and...?
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How to Answer

Identify the differences/similarities.

® One of the major contrasts is...

m They're like chalk and cheese.

m ... bears no relation to...

® There’s a world of difference
between ... and...

® The most striking resemblance is...

u | can't tell them apart.

u | can't draw a distinction between ...
and...

Agree/Disagree

® Do/Would you agree that...?
® Do you think that...?

State a general opinion.

® In my opinion...

® Personally, | feel...

m | strongly believe...

= I'm of the opinion that...

u If you ask me...

= To the best of. my knowledge...
® In my experience...

m As far as I'm concerned...
m As far as | know...

= To my mind...
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State the number and the main

L thing(s).
?
: w::: Zlag:g;zr;‘; (tjr?:rse‘i.rlx h::z)ve. m There are a number of ... but I'd like
MWL riGht dpes.... hesalr . ?hg?én;r%u;gm but I'd like to
Identifying u What responsibilities does ... have? sifidle ot © o
m What effect does ... have? 9

= There aren’'t many ... but | guess |
could highlight...
u The key/main/major/prime/chief + (N)

u What role does ... have?
u Could you outline/identify the...?

IS
= How important is...? State the degree with an adverb of
) o intensity.
® How much influence ... have? ; . .
& ng ef?:cti\llr:a iuse p R TS u Highly/deeply/incredibly/
How + adj. m How serious is the problem of...? unbellgvab/y emakey, /
m How concerned/worried are you exceptionaliyawiillyseribily/
about...? dreadfully
w How r;-t;t‘iceable is the problem of...? ® Fairly/pretty/quite/moderately/rather/
o somewhat/reasonably
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