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PRACTICE TEST 9

GENERAL TRAINING LISTENING PRACTICE TEST 9

SECTION 1 Questions 1 -10

Questions 1 -5

Circle the correct letters A - C.

Example

When was the last time that John and Frank saw each other?

@ 9 years
B 10 years
C 11 years

1 What is John'’s job?

A Doctor
B Teacher
C Chemist
2 Which of the following continents did John not visit on his travels?
A Europe
B Africa

C North America

3 What’s Frank’s job?

A Journalist
B Travel writer
C College lecturer
4 How many children do Frank and Liz have?
A 0
B 2
C 3
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5 When did John and Kate get married?

A the last year of college
B the year after graduation
C 2 years after graduation

Questions 6 - 10

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS OR A NUMBER for each answer.

6 What time should Frank and Liz go to dinner?
7 What’s Frank’s mobile phone number?
8 What’s on the other side of the road from John and Kate’s flat?

9 What does Liz NOT like to eat?

Questions 10

Circle the correct letter A - C.

10 Which bell button is the one for John and Kate’s flat?

Al ]
— ]
]
]

B

e ]
el ]
(o I
(o I

C

—

e ]
el ]
(o I
(o I
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SECTION 2 Questions 11 - 20

Questions 11 - 14

What FOUR sports facilities are currently NOT available at the Westley University
Sports Centre.

football hockey basketball badminton
martial arts netball trampolines aerobics
modern dance spinning yoga weight training
aerobic training running machines squash football
swimming pool rugby cricket hockey

Questions 15 - 20

Complete the student’s notes below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

Joining the Sports Centre
To be student member of Sports Centre you must be full time/part time at uni. + Students’ Union
member. Come with NUS card to Sports Centre reception between 9.00am and 3.30pm from
(15) to Saturday.

Present NUS card, fill out application form and pay subscription. Student subscription is
(16) . Pay by cash or cheque; not credit cards.

No photos necessary; (17) at reception.

Members can use the facilities at any time. Because of (18) members must show
membership card every time they come in.

Replacement cards cost (19)
Members can book courts, not by phone, with membership cards.

Opening Times (7 days a week) Monday to Saturday (20)
Sunday 9.00am to 6.00pm
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SECTION 3 Questions 21 - 30

Questions 21 - 25

Answer questions 21 - 25 below. Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS OR A
NUMBER for each answer.

21

22

23

24

25

What subject does Professor Cameron teach?

What time will next week’s seminar be?

To what problem of Maggie’s does Professor Cameron refer?

Who has the students’ extended essays from the last semester?

How many students did badly in last semester’s extended essay?
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Questions 26 - 30

Complete the sentences below.

Write NO MORE THAN 3 WORDS for each answer.

26

27

28

29

30

The students will have a choice of
essay.

Professor Cameron says that he will look at

This semester’s extended essay word limit range is between

titles for this semester’s extended

until the end of April.

The students extended essay for this semester will be based on
university’s facilities.

Rob will be able to help students at
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SECTION 4 Questions 31 -40

Questions 31 - 36

Complete the Megalodon description below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

THE MEAGALODON (Carcharadon Megalodon) - the largest predator that ever lived on Earth

Size

* 12 m + (possibly up to 15m or 31m)

* About 3 X length of Great White Shark (estimates from fossilized teeth + vertebrae)

Teeth

* Size of (31)

* Very hard and fossilised well unlike all other parts of sharks’ cartilage skeletons
* Bone-like material coated with (32)

Appearance

* Possibly like a huge, streamlined Great White Shark

Jaws

* Open (33) wide and 7 feet high; could swallow enormous objects
* Loosely attached by ligaments and muscles to the skull

* Teeth probably located in rotating rows

* First two rows of teeth for (34) , others rotate into place as needed
* Lost, broken or worn teeth replaced by new ones

* Did not chew food; gulped whole large chunks

Diet

* Mainly whales.

* Sharks eat approx. (35) of body weight daily

* Remains of whales with (36) indicate predator - prey relationship

Like Great White Shark teeth but bigger, thicker + more finely serrated
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Questions 37 - 40
Are the following statements TRUE or FALSE.

37 The speaker gives another example of a fish that everyone mistakenly thought was extinct.

38 In 1918, a giant shark attacked some Port Stephens fishermen killing one of them.

39 The Port Stephens fishermen all agreed with each other on their description of the shark
that they saw.

40 The Megalodon sighting near Broughton Island happened again the next day.
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GENERAL TRAINING READING PRACTICE TEST 9

SECTION 1 Questions 1 -13

Questions 1 -6

On the following page are different notices and advertisements for various leisure
activities in the town of Westley. Each notice or advertisment has a letter (A - E) next

to it.

Read the statements below (questions 1 - 6) that relate to the different notices
and advertisments. Answer questions 1 - 6 by writing the letter of the notice or
advertisment to which the statement refers.

Example This leisure activity will not help you keep fit.
Answer E
1 This leisure activity does not have a regular meeting place.
2 You need to possess some equipment to do this leisure activity.
3 This leisure activity can offer different prices for people who don’t have a job.
4 This leisure activity location gives people the chance to watch the sport going on?
5 This leisure activity takes place only in the evenings.
6 Other participants of this leisure activity organise to meet each other outside its

regular meeting times.
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A Westley Baths B The Hawker Harriers
Whether it's a gentle swim on your Twice a week, 52 weeks of the year
own, 80 lengths in an organised lane the Hawker Harriers meet after work
session with a coach, a splash with to enjoy running in different locations.
the kids or just a relaxing wallow, There are 3 different levels (2 mile gen-
Westley Baths can provide you with tle jogs, 4 mile medium level runs and
the ultimate exercise of swimming. 6 mile runs for the fitter amongst us).

There’s no cost. Just turn up and enjoy

* Lifeguard always on duty some exercise and meet some new

* Open 7 days a week people. We have a regular programme

* Cafe and viewing gallery of social events so the Hawker Harri-

* OAP, children and unemployed ers could transform your life in more

concessions ways than one! Call Nigel on 01386

* Junior lessons 537 402 for details of our next meet.
* Equipment shop

D Westley Hiking Club
C KEEP FIT!! The Hiking Club meets every week on
Tuesday nights in the Swan pub in or-
Join Linda on Tues, Wed and Fri der to organise its weekend hike. We
mornings for her impact aerobics try and organise as many different trips
workout. With 2 sessions on each as possible whilst still visiting favourite
of the above days (9.30 + 11.00), places regularly. Some hikes are of an
you have a choice of time and easy grade while others require a rea-
intensity (9.00am is low impact and sonable level of fitness. You will need
11.00am is high impact). to own your own boots and backback
and also overnight gear if we go on a
Meet at St. Stephen’s Church Hall longer hike - we don’t stay in hotels!!!
Recent expeditions have been to the
Lake District, the Dales, the Westley
Moors and even the Pyrenees!! Come
and meet us at the Swan and give your-
self the chance of keeping fit and seeing
E the most stunning countryside available.

Westley Bridge Club

The Westley Bridge Club members meet regularly in the British Legion building on Stamford
Street to pit their wits against each other at the king of card games. If you would like to join in,
come to any of the weekly sessions listed below and meet us. You don’t need a partner as there
are plenty of people who come on their own. There is a modest subscription to cover the room
costs but your first visit is free.

Tues. 10.30am - 12.30pm Thurs. 3.00pm - 5.00pm Sat. 7.30pm - 10.30pm
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Questions 7 - 13

The Week 1 July Programme for the Westley Arts Centre on the following page has
information on various events. These events are marked into sections A — F. Below

are various statements (questions 7 — 13) describing some of the events.

Which section contains the information found in the statements? Write the
appropriate letter (A - F) in boxes 7 — 13 on your answer sheet.

10

11

12

13

You will hear young people play at this event.

This event will be held outdoors.

This event features only one performer.

At this event you can meet the performers.

This event will feature a foreign language.

It is advised that you buy a ticket in advance for this event.

This is the cheapest event.
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Westley Arts Centre

July Programme - Week 1
A Film

This week we have two films. The first is a documentary on whale hunting and the effect on their
numbers around the world and the second is the old French favourite Jean de Florette. The first
film will be shown on Monday and Thursday and the second film will be shown on Wednesday and
Friday. All film presentations begin at 7.30pm. Tickets £3.50.

B The Sunrise Rock Group’s Sophie Alexander

Sophie Alexander, front singer for the Sunrise, the famous rock group, will be here on Friday night
with her acoustic guitar and nothing else to give us an “unplugged” concert featuring songs from
her new solo album. This will be a popular concert so turn up early to be sure of getting a ticket.
Tickets £8.

C Concert by the Westley Youth Orchestra

On Thursday night we will be entertained by the Westley Youth Orchestra playing a selection of
favourite tunes. Starting at 8.00pm and going on for 2 hours this will be a great evening of music.
Tickets £2.50 though a voluntary donation to the orchestra of £5 will be appreciated.

D Poetry

Poetesses Joanna Perry and Evie Belchier have won several awards for their distinctive and
inventive writing. Joanna has just published her third collection of poetry to critical acclaim and on
Wednesday night she will be reading poems from her new book and from her two old ones. We
will also hear previously unpublished material. Evie, a relative newcomer, will read from her first
book which has just been published. After the reading there is a wine reception which Evie and
Joanna will attend. Tickets £5.

E Dinner Dance

Saturday night is our monthly dinner dance. With music by the Ron Jones Group and the usual
excellent food we will have a great night dining and dancing. As always in July and August we will
trust the British weather and enjoy the evening in the open air in the Arts Centre rose garden. Tick-
ets £30 per head.

F Special Exhibition

On Thursday and Friday we have the honour of being able to display the “Egyptian Artifact” exhibi-
tion which is touring the country on loan from the British Museum in London. This amazing exhibi-
tion contains over 500 separate exhibits and has received stunning reviews around the country.
We are expecting very high interest in this exhibition and we therefore recommend that to be sure
of seeing it, you purchase a ticket in advance. You can buy tickets over the phone with a credit
card or from the box office during our normal opening hours. Tickets £10.
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SECTION 2 Questions 14 — 26

Questions 14 — 17

On the following page is a leaflet containing information about several campuses of
Staines University.

There are some questions below (questions 14 - 17) regarding some information

which is contained in the description of each campus. Answer the questions by
writing the appropriate name of a campus in boxes 14 - 17 on your answer sheet.

14 At which campus can you do a teaching course next year?
15 At which campus can you study French next year?
16 At which campus can you see student work in exhibitions?

17 At which campus can you study a course connected to current affairs?

Questions 18 — 20

Read the leaflet containing information about several campuses of Staines
University again and look at the statements below.

In boxes 18 — 20 on your answer sheet write:

TRUE if the statement is true
FALSE if the statement is false
NOT GIVEN if the information is not given in the leaflet

18 Headley Grange is currently comprised of only the business school.

19 Most of the university buildings are in a town setting.

20 All campuses next year will have on campus accommodation available.
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Staines University, Ontario - Campuses

Staines University has several campuses across Toronto. Ranging in style from modern centres
to buildings which have been standing for many years, our campuses include traditional college
buildings, purpose-built sites and sport and leisure facilities. Halls of residence are located on
campus or conveniently close by. The predominantly urban surroundings of the University means
there is also a good choice of local, private rented accommodation.

Cat Hill*

The Cat Hill campus is home to all our departments related to art, design, architecture and town
planning. Underpinned by innovative teaching, research, computer graphics and an extensive
range of specialist facilities, Cat Hill continues to shape developments in its areas of interest. The
University’s new Museum of Domestic Design and Architecture is also based here. Offering a
wealth of exciting archive and student material, it houses one of the most important collections of
decorative design from the nineteenth, twentieth and now twenty-first centuries.

Eastfield*

The Eastfield campus has been a centre for education and learning in various disciplines since
1901. Today, some of the University’s most modern facilities share space with period buildings
on this compact site. The breadth of academic opportunities reflects the diversity of both
contemporary social science and the modern health sciences — it is very much a place for people
who want to tackle contemporary headline problems.

Headley Grange*

The whole Headley Grange campus is being transformed in a significant three-year building plan
that will be complete in a further 2 years when the University’s Computing School moves to the
campus to join the Business School. Staines University Business School at Headley Grange

is one of Toronto’s largest centres for business and professional education. With a range of
international partners, it attracts many students from different parts of the world.

Kentham

Our Kentham campus closes next summer. From the next academic year all Kentham
programmes will be offered at Headley Grange and Trenton Park. All Computing Science
programmes are moving to Headley Grange. All Humanities, Modern Languages and Translation
and Media Studies are moving to Trenton Park.

Trenton Park*

Trenton Park is an impressive 60-acre country campus surrounded by 900 acres of woodland and
meadows. A recognised centre of excellence across several academic disciplines, this campus is
one of the largest university centres for dance and drama in Canada and one of Toronto’s major
providers of teacher education. Recently the University has established its new centre for product
design and engineering on the campus.

* denotes halls of residence on campus
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Questions 21 - 23

Read the article Choosing a Secondary School for Your Child on the following page.
The article offers various ways of finding information about schools. Below is a list of
3 ways mentioned in the article that you can find out about schools. Which THREE
ways in the article are missing from the list?

Write the ways in boxes 21 - 23 on your answer sheet. The order of your answers
does not matter.

Finding Information about Schools
* School visits

* Ofsted reports

* DfES Performance Tables

* 21

* 22

* 23

Questions 24 - 26

Read the article Choosing a Secondary School for Your Child on the following page
again and look at the statements below (questions 24 — 26).

In boxes 24 — 26 on your answer sheet write:

TRUE if the statement is true
FALSE if the statement is false
NOT GIVEN if the information is not given in the article

24 New government rules ensure that parents hear about the result of their child’s school
application sooner than before.

25 You must make an appointment to attend any school visits.

26 Parents may be required to supply further documents with their child’s application.
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Choosing a Secondary School for Your Child

No doubt one of the most important decisions you will make regarding your child’s
education will be choosing a secondary school. To make the right choice for your child the most
important thing you can do before choosing is to do your research. Find as much information
as possible about the school you are interested in. One of the best ways to assess a school is
by visiting it in person. This way, you will gain first-hand knowledge of where your child will be
spending his or her day. You can learn a lot from touring the school by observing the children,
the teachers and the way they work together. Westley schools are always open to parents of
prospective pupils. Just make an appointment to be shown round or turn up at any of the regular
Open Evenings that all the schools hold. There are various things to consider. Consider the
location of the school. Is it nearby? Will you have to drive or take public transport? When your
child is older, can they safely walk to school? Remember, a long journey to school is tiring for
your child and it may be difficult to arrange. Observe the children’s work and check the school’s
resources. Does it appear to be a happy school where everyone is serious about learning? Find
out how the school involves parents. Was the school welcoming? Would it suit your child?

Schools also have Parent Teacher Associations (PTAs). These associations may be
able to give you extra information about the school and offer advice on the admissions process.
Your LEA also produces a booklet which lists all the schools in your area. This booklet will
also contain information about the schools, how many pupils they admit, what the admission
arrangements are, how popular they are and where to find more information such as educational
websites. Another booklet you can get hold of is that each year, every school publishes a
brochure, called a prospectus. The prospectus will usually tell you more about a particular school
than the LEA booklet can and contains the school’s admissions policy in detail. You can obtain
a copy of the prospectus from the school. It is an important document, so be sure to receive the
prospectuses from all the schools you might be interested in. Every year the Department for
Education and Skills (DfES) publishes performance tables for primary and secondary schools.
Though they cannot give a complete picture of a school, performance tables provide a guide to
how well a school is doing. It is also helpful to read the Office for Standards in Education (Ofsted)
reports, which are produced by the government’s school inspectors. A report is available for
every school in the country. To view a report about a particular school, performance tables and
see individual schools’ websites, go to the Ofsted and DfES websites.

We would also like to take this opportunity to let you know about some important changes
that took place last year. Instead of some schools allocating their own places and using their
own preference forms, there is just one form for all Westley schools to be returned to the Local
Education Authority (LEA). Due to new government legislation all schools and the LEA have an
obligation to let parents know the outcome of their application by April 10'". To this end all parents
have to submit their applications by the end of January to the correct address. Make sure to find
out whether you are expected to provide any additional information to support your application.
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SECTION 3 Questions 27 - 40

Read the following passage and answer Questions 27 — 40.

WHY AFRICA CONTINUES TO GO HUNGRY
A

Over the last twenty or thirty years all of us have seen the television famine pictures from Africa.
We know people there are starving and many organisations have responded generously with food
aid. A “natural disaster” or “act of God”, we tell ourselves, as if the famine has been a freak, one-off
event. We assume that when the rains come again, everything will be all right. But it won't.

B

The truth is that millions of Africans, from Mauritania across to Somalia, face starvation. And the
underlying reason is not drought. The actual roots of the food shortages lie with the people and

the way they have used and abused the land. The recent drought has simply aggravated what is
largely a political and economic problem. Even in Kenya, one of the more wealthy African nations,
food shortage is a growing problem. In fact the tragedy that is unfolding in Kenya is typical of
what’s happening in an estimated twenty other countries on the southern fringes of the Sahara.
The popular image of Kenya — lions, avocados, coffee — imply grasslands and good farming. But
less than 20% of Kenya'’s land has high or moderate agricultural potential. Even so, there is enough
good farmland to meet the nation’s growing food needs. So what has gone wrong?

Cc

One reason is that cash-cropping is increasing. A large proportion of farmland is devoted to coffee,
tea, pyrethrum, pineapples and to raising other cash crops in order to earn much-needed foreign
exchange on the export market. These cash crops are the backbone of Kenya’s economy; tea and
coffee alone account for more than half the country’s export earnings. They provide employment
— in Kenya only about one adult in ten has a regular wage — and pay for Nairobi’'s impressive
development. But here’s the first catch in the story. Over the past 15 years, while the cost of
tractors, fertilizers and fuel — all imported commodities — has risen sharply, the real value of coffee
and tea has fallen. Kenya’s lifeline to stability has been threatened. So, to keep up the income
from the exports, the government has encouraged yet more cash-cropping. Tens of thousands of
“shamba” farmers (smallholders) contribute to Kenya’s exports by planting coffee. To them it looks,
at first, an attractive proposition. A shamba is usually an acre or two in size; typically it grows a
mixture of food crops, usually coffee. In a good year the coffee can earn the farmer a few hundred
pounds with which he’ll pay for clothing and education for his children. But if the world prices fall, or
if there’s a bad harvest, these farmers suffer.

D

During the last decade, according to the World Bank, prices for many commaodities fell to their
lowest levels since World War Two. They climbed back a little, but by 1989 average prices were still
lower than in 1980. So, poor countries like Uganda and Kenya which export coffee are faced
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with more mouths to feed and less money to pump into their economies to help their people.

This dependence on the price of a few commodities on the world market is no accident. It dates
from imperial times when colonies were used as resource bases by their industrialised rulers.
Economic ideas about specialisation and the laws of comparative advantage bolstered a Western
view that Africa was best suited to growing crops such as tea, cocoa and coffee while North
America had wheat and corn production sewn up. The problem with this is that Ghana and Ivory
Coast, for example, struggle against each other for cocoa buyers. If they both boost production,
markets become glutted and prices fall. Yet if they cut production, other countries will take up

the slack. Only the buyers, the producers and consumers of chocolate in the rich world, end up
benefiting.

E

The population explosion in Kenya means that shamba land is bursting at the seams. All the
productive land that isn’t already growing cash crops has been taken for shambas, which get
divided and subdivided among the growing families. When suitable land runs out, the farmers
get squeezed out down to the arid bush country or up to the hill slopes. Hill slopes are cleared
of forest to make way for crops, but this only accelerates the crisis. Kenya has already lost half
its natural woodland since independence in 1963. There’s a desperate scramble for cleared land
and for firewood. Almost all Kenyans use wood, or wood charcoal, as a cooking and heating fuel.
Everywhere you go, women carry huge bunches of firewood strapped to their backs.

F

This deforestation has grave results. It leads to soil erosion, which was an underlying cause

of Ethiopia’s famine. Crops of maize are planted on 45-degree slopes without terraces. Within
three or four seasons the topsoil has been washed away by the torrential rains and the hill is
useless for farming. Another consequence is more subtle. Forests hold on to moisture and are
essential creators of rainfall through transpiration. Extensive deforestation may have exacerbated
the drought in Africa: fewer forests mean less rainfall and less rainfall means drought and
desertification.

G

In a sense the problem has arisen because of the short-sightedness of many African
governments. They want industrial development and the trappings of growth and wealth,
but they’ve overlooked the golden rule: development can only take place on a foundation of
agricultural surplus. You must feed your people first.
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Questions 27 - 32

The reading passage on Why Africa Continues to go Hungry has 7 paragraphs

(A-G).

From the list of headings below choose the most suitable headings for

paragraphs B — G.

Write the appropriate number (i — xi) in boxes 27 — 32 on your answer sheet.

NB There are more headings than paragraphs, so you will not use them all.

Vi

Vii

viii

Xi

A False Way to Riches

Kenyans Search for New Farmland
Poverty Leads to War

The First TV Famine

The Wrong Choice

Western Aid

Serious Consequences

Birth Control the Answer?

The Effects of the Colonial Exploitation
Alternatives to Cash Cropping

Famine not Plenty

Example Answer

Paragraph A iv

27 Paragraph B

28 Paragraph C

29 Paragraph D
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30 Paragraph E
31 Paragraph F

32 Paragraph G

Questions 33 - 40

Do the following statements below (questions 33 — 40) agree with the information in
Reading Passage 3, Why Africa Continues to go Hungry.

In boxes 33 — 40 on your answer sheet write:

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

TRUE if the statement is true

FALSE if the statement is false

NOT GIVEN if the information is not given in the passage
Recently surveys have been conducted to find out the causes of African starvation.

The 20% of Kenyan land that is good for farming has the potential to produce enough
food for the country’s inhabitants.

Cash cropping became really popular in Kenya in the mid 20" Century.

10% of the Kenyan population work in agriculture.

The origins of cash cropping come from western colonialism.

Lack of terracing in Kenyan hill farms has led to rain destroying the hills’ agricultural
potential.

The program for cutting down trees in Africa can eventually lead to the formation of
deserts.

The writer blames the problem wholly on the governments of African countries.
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GENERAL TRAINING WRITING PRACTICE TEST 9

WRITING TASK 1
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.
You would like to buy some electrical goods at a shop in a nearby town.

Write a letter to the shop and ask if they have the things you want or whether they

will be able to order them. Ask what the prices are and how long they will be able
to hold the goods for you.

You should write at least 150 words.

You do NOT need to write your own address. Begin your letter as follows:

Dear Sir,

WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Trade and travel would be a lot easier with a single, global currency that we all
use.

Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Would a single currency cause any
problems?

You should write at least 250 words.
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GENERAL TRAINING SPEAKING PRACTICE TEST 9

Section 1

*

*

*

Describe the town where you live?
Describe the countryside outside your town?
What's the weather like in your town?

Topic 1 Driving

*

*

*

*

What do you think is the best age for people to learn to drive?

What advice would you give someone who is about to drive for 5 hours?

How can we reduce the amount of traffic on our roads?

Do you think it should be law to wear a seat belt in the front and back seats of cars?

Topic 2 The Telephone

*

*

*

*

How often do you use the telephone?

Do you ever turn your phone off? (Why/Why not?)

Do you think the mobile phone is a good thing or a bad thing? (Why?)

If you were having dinner with someone, would you keep your phone on or off? (Why?)

Section 2

Describe a memorable book you have read

You should talk about:
its name and the person/people who wrote it
what it was about/what happened
why you read it

and explain why it was so memorable for you

Section 3

Topic 1 Books

*

*

*

How can we encourage young people to read more books?

Is there a future for books and libraries with the rise in popularity of the internet?
What kind of skills does a person need to write a book?

Would you like to write a book? (Why/Why not?)

Topic 2 Information Technology and Computers

*

*

*

*

How has the computer affected society in your country?

Do you think computer skills should be taught in schools? (Why/Why not?)

How do you think computer technology and IT will develop in the future?

Could you comment on the idea that the introduction of computers has enormously
increased unemployment?
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