Example Writing Answers for the ieltshelpnow.com General Training
Practice Tests, Tests 6 - 10

Below you will find example writing answers for all the writing questions in the ieltshelpnow.com
General Training Practice Tests, tests 6 to 10. All of these example letters and essays were written
by an IELTS examiner in order to give examples of good answers. Please refer to the question
papers while you are reading these letters and essays so that you understand the questions that
are being answered. We hope this will give you an insight into how the writing answers should be
written for IELTS General Training module. We must also point out that there are many ways of
answering the writing questions with band 9 quality and that we have only produced one example
for each question.

General Training Writing Practice Test 6
Task 1
Dear John,

I'm back at home now after that great weekend at your house. Thanks very much for putting
me up. I hope you'll be able to come and stay with me some time soon as well.

Unfortunately I left my new coat at your house. Do you remember the dark brown one that
I wore when we went walking on Saturday afternoon? It is a New Look coat that goes down
to mid-thigh level. It has a black collar, dark brown buttons and large pockets on both sides.
I think I left it on the hooks behind your front door. Do you remember we hung up our coats
there when we got back from our walk?

It's quite important for me as I have my wallet in the inside breast pocket and my diary in
the right outside pocket. I have a friend who is driving through your town on Thursday and
he will be quite near your office. Could he please collect it from there? I have given him your
office phone number and he will call you on Thursday morning. Give me a call if this is not
possible.

Anyway, thanks again for a great weekend and I hope to see you soon.

Regards,

Phillip

(208 words)

Task 2

The question of whether the amount of violence on TV and cinema has affected young people
in our society is something which cannot be quantified or proved. My opinion is though that
the answer is “yes, it has".



TV and cinema today do show a large amount of violence and, although we try and shield

our young people from seeing too much, they still get to watch it. At the age of eighteen

in my country they can see everything anyway. Violence on the streets has increased. That
has been proved. The connection between TV's and the cinema’s obsession with violence and
today's street violence cannot be proved but it is logical that the two are connected. Young
people imitate what they see and it is logical that they see glamour in what they do when they
commit violence.

How can we lessen violence? Reducing the amount of violence on TV and in the cinema would
certainly be a good start. Being more vigilant about what age children are when they see
violence in these media, and raising the age limits would also help. Another good idea would

be to channel the violence of young people. I don't think that national service should be re-
established in this country but, if people are convicted of violence and sent to prison, then
why not give them the option of serving in the army. Their violence will be controlled and they
will be subjected to discipline so that they will be better able to control themselves when
they leave.

Thus I agree with the statement that cinema and TV violence affects the young people in our
society. There are some things that can be done to better the situation but I doubt whether
anything will be done.

(294 words)

General Training Writing Practice Test 7
Task 1
Dear Sarah,

Thanks for your letter. I'm glad you and the family are well. So, you're thinking of going on
holiday in the UK. Well T can certainly recommend one destination for you. I went one year to
a place called Lochinver in the north west of Scotland. It's quite a long trip to get there as
it's only about thirty miles from the north coast but it's worth it.

There are only a few places o stay. There are two hotels, the Kirkaig and the Assynt in the
centre of town, and a campsite just outside fown. We stayed at the Kirkaig Hotel but T know
you and your family are keen campers so you might prefer the camping option.

There is a lot to do but it's a bit dependent on the weather. There's a beautiful beach, a golf
course, the fishing is excellent and there are fantastic hills nearby for walking in amazing
scenery. If it's wet there's a small cinema in town but that's about all. Take some board
games!

The food is typical British in the hotels but some of the Scottish specialities are fantastic.
If you're camping though, food will be up to you!

Anyway, I've got to go out now and pick up the kids. Write again if you need any more
information.



Regards,
Mary

(222 words)

Task 2

The more people that there are in the world, the more cars there are on the road. People are
richer too and often families have more than one car. It has been proved that building more
roads does not work; it just encourafes more traffic.

So, what can we do? People like their cars and the freedom and independence that cars give
them. One possibility would be fo raise car taxes and fuel taxes so that people do not want
to spend the extra money. Taxes on new car sales as well could be increased in order to
discourage people from buying. Perhaps a used car sales tax could be introduced too. In the
same way motorways could have tolls charged for using them although this may just increase
congestion on smaller roads as people try and avoid the motorways. The government that
introduces such ideas will not be popular though and would probably lose power. Governments
would therefore be unlikely to set up such new measures.

I think it would be better to try and change people’s attitudes and of fer them alternatives.
Educate them more about the pollution and waste that they are causing. Persuade them to car
share, use public transport or even cycle if the distances are not too long. Countries such as
Holland and Denmark are well known for how their citizens are passionate about green issues
and how they use bicycles when they can.

Reducing traffic is a difficult task. I don't think it is possible realistically to reduce car
numbers but I do think that we can change people’s attitudes and get them to use different
ways of travelling.

(275 words)

General Training Writing Practice Test 8
Task 1
Dear Sir,

Thank you very much for your letter dated 15™ May inviting me for an interview at your
college on Wednesday 2" June at 10am. I am extremely sorry but I am unable to come to an
interview at that time because I have a maths exam that morning. It really cannot I miss this
exam but of course I really wish fo attend the interview with you. Is it possible that I could
come to the interview the same day but in the afternoon? Failing that, I would be able to
come the next day or any day after.



T would also like to ask some things about the interview. I would like to know how long it will
last and also whether I will be required to do any tests during it.

Once again I apologise for not being able to attend the interview at the time that you wanted
and T hope I will be able o meet with you at another time.

T look forward to hearing from you soon.
Yours sincerely,
James Walker

(179 words)

Task 2

Every day the rich countries in the world get richer and the poor countries get poorer. Can
we reduce this gap? Of course we can. The question is whether the people in power want to
do it?

Reducing the wealth gap can be achieved by cancelling third world debt, cancelling trade

and farming subsidies so that third world countries can compete, getting rid of third world
corruption and investing and building in third world countries using local people and skills and
allowing them ownership of businesses. There are other things as well. Unfortunately there is
no profit in business for first world countries to do these things. Some will do them but most
will not. The ordinary man on the street wants things to be better for poorer countries and
the politicians say that they will help but the politicians will in the end do what business tells
them to do. Politicians also rightly feel they have a duty to protect their own countries and
keeping economically dominant is part of this duty. Creating effective competition for their
own country’'s businesses is not part of what they are expected to do.

This then leads on to whether I believe that developed countries have a duty to help the
developing countries. Yes, I do. As an individual I believe that we have a duty to assist

the poorer countries with their development in all aspects. We can provide teachers and
education and doctors on the small scale and on the larger scale the things that I have talked
about in the previous paragraph. Can we do this? Yes. Will we do this? See the previous
paragraph again.

In conclusion you can see that I believe that there is a split between what would happen in a
perfect world and what actually happens. We have a duty to reduce the wealth gap between
developed and developing countries and we can do it, but it is unlikely that this will happen
quickly.

(329 words)

General Training Writing Practice Test 9



Task 1
Dear Sir,

I am writing to enquire if you have various electrical goods that I want to buy. I have tried
shops in my own fown but they don't have exactly what I want.

I want the new Sony DVD player, a Technics turntable and a radio with long wave capability.
Do you have these items in stock or, if not, will you be able to order them soon? I also need
to know what price you charge for these items. If you do have these things, would you be able
to hold them for me and for how long? I am free this weekend and, if you have them, I can
come over on Saturday morning to pay you and pick them up.

Please write back to me as soon as possible at the above address or call me on my mobile
number (07364 957 143). I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours sincerely,
Peter Jervis

(159 words)

Task 2

It is clear to me that the idea of a single global currency is an excellent ideal o work
towards. There can be no doubt that trade and travel would be vastly easier. On the other
hand I believe that it would cause problems today.

The benefits of a single currency can be seen with the use in Europe of the Euro. Whenever
you are travelling between countries using the Euro, the problems of currency changing and
exchange rates are history. Similarly business between countries using the Euros is so much
easier; no more worrying about exchange rate risk and pricing. Everyone's money is the same.
The same thing is true with the US dollar. Most countries do not use the US dollar but it is
accepted in many places. There are many countries that you can travel to and just take US
dollars to use.

At present though a global currency would be impossible. Firstly most countries would

not accept the idea. Secondly all countries are in different economic states. Some are
economically very strong and some are in a state of collapse with inflation ruining the
economy. Such countries could not be brought into a world currency as it would cause massive
financial instability worldwide. So it is clear that a global currency would indeed cause some
serious problems.

So, in conclusion I see a global currency as a future ideal but it will not happen in my lifetime.
It would make trade and travel much easier but the problems it would cause nowadays would
be insurmountable.



(259 words)

General Training Writing Practice Test 10
Task 1
Dear Sir,

I am writing o complain about the service that I have received at your bank. Two weeks ago
I ordered a cheque book by filling out the appropriate form when I visited the bank but since
then I have not received the cheque book and I have received no other correspondence from
the bank. It is quite urgent for me as I have quite a few bills that I need to pay that can only
be paid by cheque.

Please write to me as soon as possible and let me know how much longer I will have to wait for
my cheque book and please explain why I have had to wait so long. I would also like to know
what action you are going to take regarding this bad service.

I have been a customer of your bank now for fifteen years and this is the first time I have
had to complain. It is very disappointing.

T look forward to hearing from you soon.
Yours sincerely,
Graham Swann

(172 words)

Task 2

Different countries have different education systems. I don't know all the education systems
in the world but all the ones I do know about have free school education at primary and
secondary level. I certainly agree with the statement that this should be the case. I believe
university education is different.

No matter what standard of income someone has or what society someone comes from,
everyone should have the opportunity to have a good standard of education. This is not always
what happens but it is what should happen. Private schools can be available for those who
want and can afford it but the free schools should always be there. This is certainly one of
the best attributes of western democracy and all countries it seems strive to attain situation
although some have problems due to the economic and political situations in their countries.
Governments should make sure that all their citizens have access to a good standard of free
education at primary and secondary level.

Further education is different. In an ideal world this should be free but governments have a



lot of demands on their money. I think that students should have to pay, maybe not all, but
at least a contribution fowards their tuition fees. They will be able to earn it back once they
have graduated. The UK has this system whereas in the US students have to pay all their
high tuition fees which can run into the tens of thousands of dollars over a full course. T am
not sure if I agree with this but it certainly would make sure that students make the best of
efforts to pass or all their money would be wasted.

Therefore I conclude that primary and secondary education should be freely available for all
if possible but that further education should not necessarily be wholly free.

(309 words)



