
Commentary on the Example Speaking Recordings for the ieltshelpnow.com 
General Training Practice Tests 6 - 9

Below you will find reports by an IELTS speaking examiner on four recordings of example IELTS 
test interviews - tests 6 - 9 (an example of speaking test 10 has been left out as we plan to do 
a video of this test). The questions asked in the recordings are the questions in the Speaking 
Test sections of ieltshelpnow.com General Training Tests 6, 7, 8 and 9. While listening to the 
recordings, it would be helpful for you to have the question sheets with you to refer to.

The recordings are not real IELTS test recordings but the interviewer is a real IELTS examiner and 
the recordings are conducted in the exact way that an IELTS Speaking Test is done. The students 
interviewed were IELTS students who were doing an IELTS preparation course in the UK. The 
reports on each interview were written by the IELTS examiner who conducted the interviews. The 
examiner has tried to analyse the strong and weak parts of each of the students and this will give 
you a better understanding of how to give a better performance in the IELTS Speaking Test.

To further help you, if you have not done so already, please look at the right hand side of the 
ieltshelpnow.com Home Page where you will find a series of free General Training Test Tutorials 
including Speaking. Here you will find advice on how to do and prepare for the IELTS Speaking 
Test.

Speaking Practice Test 6

Examiner’s Commentary

The student interviewed was Alexander, a Russian male. The Speaking Test is in three sections. 
Let’s first look at each of these sections in turn to identify the strong points as well as the 
weaknesses.

Section 1

Alexander was very relaxed and had no problem dealing with any of the questions and gave 
suitable answers. He appeared to have a good command of the language though he did make 
a few occasional slips. His accent seemed to be clear and what he said was logically related to 
the questions. The one negative thing was that he could have spoken a little longer in answering 
some of the questions. Alexander talked for the full time in the other sections which were more 
demanding so I was not very worried about being a little short in this first section.

Section 2

Alexander only needed about 30 seconds of the available minute to prepare but obviously he didn’t 
need the full minute as he spoke for over 2 minutes. He spoke fluently with no awkward gaps. He 
answered all the parts of the question fully and in the end I had to actually stop him. This was pretty 
much an ideal Section 2.

Section 3



Again Alexander gave good, full and logical answers to the questions. With one exception there 
were really no problems at all. The one exception was that surprisingly Alexander suddenly came 
out with “worser”. This I don’t feel reflected a weakness in Alexander’s English. It was just a slip.

Marking

The marking of the IELTS Speaking Test is done in 4 parts. Below is how the examiner evaluates 
this student.

Pronunciation

Alexander’s English pronunciation is excellent. His accent is Russian but it is clear in every way 
and at no time is understanding affected.

Grammatical Range and Accuracy

With the occasional exception Alexander makes no mistakes in his grammar and he invariably 
uses the correct structure.

Lexical Resource

Alexander’s word choices are correct and he uses a good range of vocabulary.

Fluency and Coherence

Alexander’s fluency is very good. He talks at length with no apparent effort. The coherence is also 
equally good.

Estimated IELTS Speaking Band:  9

Speaking Practice Test 7

Examiner’s Commentary

The student interviewed was Ugur, a Turkish male. The Speaking Test is in three sections. Let’s 
first look at each of these sections in turn to identify the strong points as well as the weaknesses.

Section 1

Ugur was a bit hesitant in the first section. In spite of the hesitancy Ugur still managed to answer 
all the questions reasonably well and talked for the full 5 minutes of Section 1. He made some 
errors. He had problems making plurals, making past tenses and also present tenses. Ugur 
also misunderstood one of the questions, talking about the disadvantages of getting older when 
the question was about the advantages. In spite of the errors though it was a communicatively 
successful Section 1.

Section 2



Ugur took the full minute to prepare his talk which is always a god idea. He was a little hesitant 
while speaking but less so than in Section 1. He also made fewer mistakes. He spoke fairly 
fluently for the full 2 minutes and answered all parts of the question. So, Ugur’s Section 2 was an 
improvement on his Section 1.

Section 3

In this harder section Ugur was again hesitant as he accessed the more dificult ideas he had to talk 
about and the vocabulary he needed in order to deal with the questions. His range of usage was 
a bit limited and he made errors but he gave full answers, talked for the full 5 minutes and gave 
good, communicative answers. Communication is very important in IELTS.

Marking

The marking of the IELTS Speaking Test is done in 4 parts. Below is how the examiner evaluates 
this student.

Pronunciation

Ugur has a fairly strong Turkish accent and, although there is a little effect on comprehension, this 
does not make a marked difference.

Grammatical Range and Accuracy

This is Ugur’s weakest area. He makes errors in plural formation, verb structure and other areas.  
On the other hand, Ugur’s grammatical errors do not often affect communication. 

Lexical Resource

Ugur also has limited vocabulary but here again he manages to communicate well with the 
vocabulary he does have at his command.

Fluency and Coherence

Although Ugur was hesitant throughout the test, he was able to produce long answers and fully 
answer the questions asked him.

Estimated IELTS Speaking Band:  6

Speaking Practice Test 8

Examiner’s Commentary

The student interviewed was Edit, a Hungarian female. The Speaking Test is in three sections. 
Let’s first look at each of these sections in turn to identify the strong points as well as the 
weaknesses.



Section 1

Edit was very confident and spoke easily and fluently and with very few errors. It would have been 
better if she could have enlarged on some of her answers as she only really talked for 3 minutes 
and 45 seconds in Section 1 and that included the introduction.

Section 2

Edit only needed about 10 seconds to prepare. It seemed from her Section 1 that she was a very 
strong speaker but I wouldn’t recommend not taking the full minute even for someone who was 
very confident and who spoke well. In the end Edit talked for about 1 minute 35 seconds which was 
fine. She covered all the points in the question and talked fluently and logically. This was a good 
Section 2.

Section 3

Edit answered the questions in Section 3 fluently and idiomatically. The only gaps were when she 
thought about the content of her answers, not because she was accessing the right language. What 
really stood out I felt was her vocabulary choices as she invariably chose the lexis and structure a 
native speaker would use. The only criticism again was that she could have given fuller answers 
as she fell short of the 4 minutes that I wanted. In the end her test only lasted 10 minutes which is 
short of the 11 minutes that is wanted in IELTS.

Marking

The marking of the IELTS Speaking Test is done in 4 parts. Below is how the examiner evaluates 
this student.

Pronunciation

Edit’s Hungarian accent is very slight and in no way impedes communication and understanding.

Grammatical Range and Accuracy

Edit uses a wide range of grammatical structures flexibly and correctly.

Lexical Resource

Edit has a large range of vocabulary which again she uses appropriately in all situations.

Fluency and Coherence

Although Edit did not talk for long enough sometimes, there can be no doubt that her fluency and 
coherence were excellent in every way.

Estimated IELTS Speaking Band:  9



Speaking Practice Test 9

Examiner’s Commentary

The student interviewed was Tess, a Filipino female. The Speaking Test is in three sections. Let’s 
first look at each of these sections in turn to identify the strong points as well as the weaknesses.

Section 1

I found Tess to be a little nervous about the test and I think this was the reason that she was 
somewhat hesitant in her answers. In addition she dealt with some questions with quite short 
answers and sometimes said things which were not completely logical. These were fairly minor 
faults though and in general the hesitations were with her accessing ideas rather than the language. 
The English that she used in Section 1 was accurate and reasonably fluent and she showed herself 
to have a good command of English, speaking with a clear accent.

Section 2

Tess only took about half of the available minute for preparation but this was enough. She 
seemed to have got over her earlier nervousness and gave a really good Section 2. She made the 
occasional verb error but her grammar was generally accurate, she used a good range of relevant 
and appropriate vocabulary and showed her good fluency with a talk of about one minute and three 
quarters with no real hesitation.

Section 3

With the tougher questions of Section 3 Tess had more difficulty in producing the same quality as 
earlier. There were the occasional grammar and vocabulary inappropriacies, short answers and 
some hesitation. As before though these were fairly minor problems and Tess came out in general 
with a good variety of ideas expresed in reasonably clear, fluent English.

Marking

The marking of the IELTS Speaking Test is done in 4 parts. Below is how the examiner evaluates 
this student.

Pronunciation

Tess’s accent was clear and, although there were occasional intonation and stress irregularities, I 
had no problem in understanding her at any time.

Grammatical Range and Accuracy

Although there are occasional errors, they were minor and did not impede communication.

Lexical Resource

Tess has command of quite a large vocabulary in English which she generally uses appropriately.



Fluency and Coherence

Tess showed some hesitation in her speaking but it was not serious. She produced lots of good 
ideas and had no problem in producing long turns in answer to questions and in her Section 2.

Estimated IELTS Speaking Band:  8

An example of speaking test 10 has been left out as we plan to do a video of this test.


