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An Overview of the IELTS Speaking Test

The candidate has an optional 1 minute in order to prepare for his/her talk, and is
provided with some paper and a pencil in order to make some brief notes. After the
candidate’s talk, the examiner will ask 1 or 2 brief questions in order to finish off this part
which takes about 3 - 4 minutes.

Part 3: Part 3 is the most complex part of the IELTS Speaking test. Here, the examiner
will prompt and lead the candidate with a series of questions on the topic spoken about
in Part 2. For example, in Part 2 you may have to describe a favourite teacher, and in Part
3, you may have to discuss education in your country. These questions will be more
demanding and require some critical analysis on the part of the candidate. The examiner
is still in control, but must allow the candidate to produce longer utterances or discuss
the questions. The candidate will be scored on how effectively he/she can develop the
abstract ideas on the IELT' test. These questions and discussions may take 4 or 5 minutes.

Note that in Part 1 of the Speaking test, questions cannot be changed or reworded. In Part
3, there is more flexibility. If the candidate does not understand a word in the question, or the
question itself, it is possible to ask for repetition or clarification.

Overall, try to stick to the topic on this specific part of the IELTS test. This is the section
where the examiner will really want to get an understanding of your knowledge. Be sure to use
proper grammar and accents when appropriate.

2. Examiners and the Test Room

(@) The examiner

The examiner interviewing you during the IELTS test is trained to assess your spoken Eng-
lish against IELTS criteria. Examiners can come from any country where English is spoken as a
native language. They are all professional teachers with advanced degrees. They have received
specific IELTS training to make sure they judge you fairly and honestly.

@ The test date

The IELTS Speaking test might not even be held on the same day as the other parts of the
test. This is because there will usually be a large number of candidates sitting the test, and there
is not enough time for everyone to have their individual speaking test on the same day. Whether
or not your IELTS Speaking test will be held on the same day will depend on when and where
you are sitting your IELTS test. You can find out more information about the dates when you
book your test with the IELTS test centre. You will be informed of the time and place of your
Speaking test by the test centre at least 72 hours prior to the test date.

® The test room

You are not allowed to take anything into the test room — everything you need will be pro-
vided — except that you must remember to take your identification. It has to be the same means
of identification that you registered with. Unfortunately, some candidates have been refused
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Basic IELTS Speaking

admission to the test room because they registered with their national ID card, but did not have
it with them on the test day!

The IELTS Speaking test is in fact an interview in which each candidate is interviewed
individually. In the test room, on the examiner’s desk are test materials, score-recorded sheets
of paper, pens, an audiocassette or a digital recorder and tapes or CDs. The IELTS Speaking
interview will be recorded. Recording the interview has a number of benefits. This is done so
that, if necessary, the Speaking test can be remarked. If the bands for a candidate’s Writing and
Speaking tests, for instance, are very different, then the candidate’s test is re-checked. If the
oral interview was not recorded, then this could not be done. This does not happen very often.

Sample recordings are also sent to the IELTS administration to be monitored to make sure
that examiners are doing a good job and assigning the correct bands. So, try to forget that the
recorder is there and get on with answering the questions.

3. Marking Criteria

When marking the speaking category, examiners use detailed performance descriptors which
describe spoken performance at each of the 9 IELTS bands. Examiners award a band score for
each of the following four criterion areas:

1. Fluency and Coherence

2. Lexical Resource

3. Grammatical Range and Accuracy
4. Pronunciation

Fluency refers to speaking continuously without stopping, and Coherence means organis-
ing speech in a logical way. Lexical Resource refers to using words which are varied and appro-
priate for the subject. Grammatical Range and Accuracy refers to the use of correct grammar
and variation of grammatical usage. Pronunciation refers to speaking in a manner which is
easily understood.

These four criteria are weighed equally. The examiner gives you a whole-number sub-score
for each of these, and then calculates the average of the four.

4. Band Score

The IELTS Speaking test is marked on a scale of 1 — 9. Most universities require a score of
6.0 — 6.5 for entrance; however, this varies according to country and university.

You do not need to be an absolutely fluent speaker of English to get a reasonable IELTS
speaking score. The examiner will be looking for your ability to use a range of vocabulary and
grammar in a way that is clear and understandable. Both whole and half band scores, such as
6.5, are given for the Speaking test. If the average score is not a whole number or a half number,
it is rounded to the nearest whole number or half number.
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An Overview of the IELTS Speaking Test

A band score for each of the four criterion areas is as follows:

Band 9 — Expert user

Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate and fluent with complete
understanding.

Band 8 — Very good user

Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional unsystematic inaccuracies
and inappropriateness. Misunderstandings may occur in unfamiliar situations. Handles complex de-
tailed argumentation well.

Band 7 — Good user

Has operational command of the language, though with occasional inaccuracies, inappro-
priateness and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally handles complex language well
and understands detailed reasoning.

Band 6 — Competent user

Has generally effective command of the language despite some occasional inaccuracies, inappro-
priateness and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly complex language, particularly
in familiar situations.

Band 5 — Modest user

Has partial command of the language, coping with overall meaning in most situations, though
is likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to handle basic communication in own field.

Band 4 — Limited user

Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent problems in understanding and
expression. Is not able to use complex language.

Band 3 — Extremely limited user

Conveys and understands only general meaning in very familiar situations. Frequent breakdowns
in communication occur.

Band 2 — Intermittent user

No real communication is possible except for the most basic information using isolated words or
short formulae in familiar situations and to meet immediate needs. Has great difficulty in under-
standing spoken and written English.

Band 1 — Non user
Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond possibly a few isolated words.

Band 0 — Did not attempt the test

www.nhantriviet.com 11



Basic IELTS Speaking

Unit2 How to Prepare for the IELTS Speaking Test

1. Enhance Your English Communication Skills

Expose yourself to everyday topics as often discussed in newspapers or on radio and TV
programmes. Make it your habit to read newspaper and magazine articles, particularly those
that discuss issues and contain arguments and opinions. Also, listen to radio discussions and
watch TV interview programmes on current affairs. Not only does this give you some excellent
listening practice, but it will build your background knowledge for the issues that may come up
in both the Speaking and the Writing tests. Choose an issue and record all the vocabulary you
will need to discuss that issue — note words raised in the news articles or programmes on TV,
radio, newspapers. Try to do one of these every day. When you consider an issue, decide what
would be your position on the issue, especially the steps you will need to take to reach your
desired position, and how you would overcome any possible problems in discussing it.

Be prepared to use descriptive and comparative language. Practise using conditional sen-
tences to discuss, for instance, hypothetical issues from a broad or world view: “If the world

economy becomes more global, all nations will lose their cultural independence.” or “If the leaders of the
world were to spend more money on the poor, many of the problems of global conflict would be resolved.”

Be ready to use a good range of tenses and a variety of grammatical structures, for instance,

to speculate on what may be possible in the future:

Examiner: What future role do you see for music in society?

Candidate: Well, I'd (or I've) always hoped that all the peoples of the world could benefit by
sharing their common experience of music. In the past, there have been many examples of
musicians joining forces to raise awareness of global issues that result from famine or human
rights abuses.

Or: If different cultures could see the common features of music in other countries, they may
be less fearful of each other and understand one another’s cultures better.

2. Prepare yourself
Look your best

Although people are not supposed to judge the book by its cover’, some people uncon-
sciously tend to do that. If you do not look credible enough, they may not even start listening
to what you have to say. You do not need to wear gowns or tuxedos, but simply wear clothes
fit for the occasion. Your clothes should be neat and free of wrinkles, not too loud that people
would rather stare at it than you. You should be pleasant-looking, not only paying attention to
your clothes but your faces and gestures as well.
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How to Prepare for the IELTS Speaking Test

@) Be humble

You should admit your mistakes during your talk, and apologise for those mistakes. There
are times you may forget a certain term. Instead of pausing for a long time or using a word you
are not sure of, it is better to ask your examiner. The examiner would appreciate your humility,
and even relate to you more because they know you are just like them — a human capable of
making mistakes and forgetting things.

@ Be self-confident

It is understandable that you will be under considerable tension created by the examination
situation. Almost everyone is nervous when they speak in public or in testing situations. High
levels of anxiety can, in fact, affect a candidate’s performance. However, much of this anxiety
can be overcome by good preparation, familiarity with test details and a positive attitude.

You should believe in what you are saying. If you do not sound convinced by what you say,
you cannot expect anyone to believe it. It is important that you are relaxed when taking this
test. Nevertheless, take a deep breath, and try to look self-assured. The examiner is trying to
assess your language communication capabilities. He/She will not be able to assess you unless
you speak up.

3. Commonly-Seen Problems in the IELTS Speaking Test
Giving short answers

If you just give answers with only “Yes” or “No”, which are too short, you cannot convince
the examiner of your ability of English. Here, you should demonstrate your skills in providing
extended answers rather than just an outright YES/NO, or other similar one-word answers.
For example:

E: What do you find most difficult in your studies?
C: English.

E: Have you done much travelling in your life?
C: Yes, I travelled a lot.

Answer in complete sentences! Develop your answers as much as possible. Speak more than
the examiner. For example:

E: What do you find most difficult in your studies?

C: I would say, English. It is very hard for me to memorise new words and I am too shy to
speak out in class. It has always been difficult for me to communicate in English while my
classmates are doing a lot better.

Keep talking until the examiner interrupts you or goes to the next question. If you need
time to think, say something like “That’s an interesting question.” or just repeat the question in a
form like “You’d like me to tell you about (topic).”.
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Basic IELTS Speaking

Using broad generalisations

Some candidates give too many broad generalisations when giving answers. In addition,
some others frequently use the expression such as when listing, which both takes time and
expresses nonsense. Avoid trying to create an impression on the examiner with big words that
you may use incorrectly. Instead, use simple words to discuss complex ideas; try to present your
viewpoint and then explain it; or you can give some specific examples, arguments, or causes and
effects. In brief, you should make use of the time to show your oral ability of English. Speak
with simplicity and sincerity!

This is an example of a broad generalisation:

E: Are you busy with your work?

C: Yes, I am very busy. Every day I have to work in the office for about 13 hours. Sometimes,
I even have to work during public holidays such as the Spring Festival, National Day, May
Day, and so on.

To answer this question satisfactorily, you ought to give specific examples and explain how
busy you are, for example:

E: Are you busy with your work?

C: Yes, [ am quite busy with my work. Every day I have to complete a few tasks like checking
the daily work of our department, writing reports and planning for the market. No one
knows how much time all these tasks take and what else will come up. Most of the time, I
have to work around 13 hours a day.

Use examples from your own life. These you can speak about more easily than stories you
have made up or read somewhere else. Try to relax and enjoy the experience of telling the
interviewer as much interesting information about yourself as you can.

(@ Mentioning complex subjects

When giving answers, you should not try in vain to express ideas or concepts that you do
not really understand. For example, as far as your hobbies are concerned, you may avoid talking
about belly dance — a new form of exercise — even though it is what you actually do in your free
time. The test is designed to give you an ample chance to answer a variety of questions. It does
not matter if all the things that you say are not true. In brief, focus on what you know rather
than on what you do not know while you are doing the test.

Getting stuck on vocabulary

If you get stuck on vocabulary, try to describe what you mean. Do not sit there knitting your
brow and allowing the tension to rise. “Oh, the word I'm looking for has slipped my mind.” is a good
phrase to introduce a description if you cannot remember it. If you get utterly lost, say something
like, “I'm afraid I've talked myself into a corner. Let me start over.”, or better “I don’t think I should
continve with this. Let me say it in a different way.”, and start answering the question in another way.
Sometimes, you can use some fillers like Well, Mm, Let me see, Give me one moment, ctc. You
can also use a phrase or a sentence to express yourself if you cannot find out the right word at the
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How to Prepare for Part 1 of the IELTS Speaking Test

This is also your chance to get off to a good start! So, remember to display your best ability.

What is being tested is your ability to

» provide full and relevant answers to all questions. Avoid giving short, uncommunicative
replies to closed questions. (These are questions beginning with ‘Have you ...", ‘Do you ...’,
Is it ..., etc. which can be answered by a single word, a yes or no, or a couple-of~words
answer.)

« give longer responses to some open-ended questions (an open-ended question beginning
with a Wh-word asks the candidate to give an extended answer); hence, you have the
opportunity to show how good your English is, and give information by describing and
explaining.

3. A Sample of Part 1 of the IELTS Speaking Test
E: Examiner C: Candidate :

(The examiner has been well prepared, and the candidate has just come in.)
Good morning.

Good morning,

I’m John. Can you tell me your full name, please?

My name is Li Juan.

Thank you. How shall I call you?

You can just call me Juan.

May I see your identification, please?

Here you are.

Thank you. Now, first of all, I’d like to ask you some questions about yourself.

OK.

What part of the country are you from?

I am from Chengdu, the capital of Sichuan Province. It is located in southwest China,
famous for many historical sites.

52

What do you like most about Chengdu?

Well, there is so much I like about my home town. What I like the most, probably, is the
food, I think. As you might know, food there is cheap and delicious.

E: Let’s move on to talk about travelling. Do you travel a lot in your life?

C: Well, not a lot although I like travelling very much. Since I just graduated from university a
couple of years ago, I do not make enough money to visit as many places as I wish. Normally
I probably travel once every two years, usually in the summer.

E: What kind of places would you like to visit?
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Basic IELTS Speaking

C: I always prefer nature more to historical places. The most exciting thing for me in travelling is

to be close to nature. So, the places I like the most are usually mountains, beaches, forests, etc.

: OK. We will talk about friends now. How much time do you spend with friends?

: Ilove friends. I don’t have much spare time, but I normally meet once or twice a week with

friends for meals or sometimes at weekends for small trips. I feel so relaxed with my friends.

¢ What kind of friends do you prefer?

C: 1 like friends who share the same interests with me and who can listen and discuss with me

about the problems I have with my work. We can spend time together having fun, and dur-
ing difficult times, we can also turn to each other for help.

: Is friendship very important to you and why?

: Yes, friends are quite important in my life. As the saying goes, “A friend in need is a friend

indeed.”. True friends are really treasures. You will know how important friends are, especially
when you have difficult moments in life. The comfort brought by friends is very essential. At
the same time, you will also realise how important friends are during times of joy and success.

4. Frequently-Asked Questions for Part 1 of the IELTS Speaking

Cities and Countries

Test ©b o1.mp3

Which part of your country do most people live in?

Can you tell me about the main industries in your country?

Is it easy to travel around your country?

Do you think your country has changed a lot since you were a child?
Do you know something about the history of your home town?

Are there any interesting places I can visit?

What do you like the most about living in your home town?

Can you compare your home town with big modern cities like Beijing?
What are the advantages and disadvantages of living in your home town?
Can you describe the city where you live now?

Are there any things you dislike about the city?

How would you improve the city where you live?

What do you do?

Why did you choose this job?

What is your routine work?

Tell me about a typical working day.

What do you like or dislike about your job?

Do you like your job? If you don’t, what kind of job would you prefer?
Do you have any plans to change your job in the future?

20
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How to Prepare for Part 1 of the IELTS Speaking Test

What subject do you study?

Why did you choose this subject?

What do you like most about your studies?

Are there any things you dislike about your studies?

What do you find most difficult in your studies?

What kind of qualifications or certificates do you hope to get?
What do you hope to do after graduation?

Childhood

Where did you grow up?

What is a good place for children to grow up?

Where did you usually play?

Who is the most important person in your childhood?

Is childhood now different from the time when you were a child?

Do you enjoy watching films?

How often do you watch films?

What kind of films do you like to watch?

Do people generally prefer watching films at home or in the cinema?
Would you like to be in a film?

Public Transport

What kind of public transport is available where you live?
What kind of public transport do you use most often?

What problems are there with public transport where you live?
How would you improve public transport where you live?

Do you prefer to use public or private transport?

Tell me about some of the animals in your country.
Which animals do you like?
Tell me some of the ways animals are used in your country (e.g. agriculture).

How do people in your country usually feel about animals?

www.nhantriviet.com : 21



Basic IELTS Speaking

Who does the main food and household shopping in your family?
What kind of shopping do you usually do?

What kinds of shops do you prefer?

What time of day do you prefer to go shopping?

What is the worst thing about shopping?

Housework

Who usually does the housework, e.g. cooking and cleaning, where you live?

How is the housework shared in your family?

What do you think is the most important household task?

Do you have any ideas about how housework has changed in recent years in your country?
Do you enjoy housework and what kind of housework do you like?

Food and Restaurants

What kinds of food do you like?

Is there any food you don’t like?

Do you usually cook at home?

Are there any special occasions when people in your country go to a restaurant?
What are the advantages and disadvantages of eating in restaurants?

When do you have free time?

What do you like doing in your free time?

What activities are most popular in the place where you live?

Do you think that free time is important in people’s lives?

Would you like to spend your free time with friends or with family?

g Sehools

Which middle school did you study in?

Is it close to your home? How did you get to school every day?
What did you like the best about that school?

Is there anything you didn’t like about your school?

If you were the president of the school, what changes would you like to make’
What did you think of the teachers there?
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How to Prepare for Part | of the IELTS Spcaking Test

Hobbies/Entertainment

Do you have any hobbies?

How did you become interested in that?

How much time do you spend on that?

Do you prefer relaxing at home or going out in the evening?
When you go out for the evening, what would you like to do?
Is there any kind of entertainment you dislike?

Why do you think that people have hobbies?

Do you like travelling?

How often do you travel and why?

What kinds of places are you most interested in and why?

What places have you enjoyed visiting and why?

What do you normally do when you are in a new place?

Which do you prefer: travelling by yourself or with friends, and why?
What does travelling mean to yow?

What are the special days celebrated in your country?
What do you think is the most important festival in your country?
In what way do people celebrate the festival?

Do people prepare any special food for the occasion?

Which do people prefer, to spend it with family or with friends?
How did people celebrate the festival in the past?

How has the way been changed and why?

Do you think that it is important to have festivals?

What kind of people can be your friends?
How do you make friends?

How much time do you spend with friends?

What do you normally do with your friends?

Do you prefer to spend more time with friends or with family?
Would you rather have one close friend or many common friends?
How important is friendship to you?

When you have trouble, do you turn to friends or family?
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‘Talking about Home Towns

L: Yes, there are a couple of places I would highly suggest that you visit, but the best time to
come is in the winter time! There’s skiing on the Changbai Mountains, skating along the
Songhua River and a special ice lantern sculpture festival too! Did you also know that Jilin is
known for its deer antlers — you know, for medicinal purposes. Anyway, I could go on and
on about my home town! What about Hangzhou? What are the interesting places to visit? 1
bet there are a lot of tourists each year.

W: Yes, Hangzhou is usually full of tourists. Everybody knows that the area around the West
Lake is really beautiful, and there are a lot of famous sites there, too. You should see the
West Lake during the moonlight! It’s so beautiful! Especially during the Autumn Moon
Festival! I really miss my home town.

L: Me, too. There’s really no place like home! What do you miss the most about your home town?

W: You mean besides my mother’s cooking? Well, I suppose it would be walking along the West
Lake during a misty morning or a beautiful sunset. What do you miss about Changchun?

L: My family! I have a lot of aunts and uncles and cousins living in Changchun. ’'m the only
one who lives outside of Changchun.

W: Wow! I can’t even imagine being on my own like that! That must have been really hard at
first.

L: Yes, it really was. When I first moved to Beijing, my cousins were really envious. They
thought that Beijing was obviously better than Changchun, because it is the capital of
China. In fact, I thought so too at first, but now I don’t think that as much.

W: What do you mean?

L: I mean that there are definitely some similarities, like both are modern capital cities. But as
the centre of education, culture and politics, Beijing is definitely more exciting. There are
many opportunities to grow and learn. Living in Beijing, you can easily watch a variety of
international standard performances and you will be better informed.

W: But it sounds like you think Beijing is better than Changchun.

L: Let me finish. There are definitely more opportunities in Beijing, but I still think that Chang-
chun is a much friendlier place. People are not so busy and their lives are not so hectic. Any-
way, that’s just my opinion. Do you think Beifing is a better place to live in than Hangzhou?

W: No, not really. I think that Hangzhou is much more beautiful than Beijing. In my opin-
ion, Beijing is developing too rapidly, so pollution has become a big problem. You know
how everyone complains about all the cars on the road, too. Traffic jams are so common
that if you don’t meet one when you’re travelling, you feel that something must be wrong!
Another thing about Beijing is that there are many modern buildings, but the city has lost
some beauty. Much of the history of Beijing is hidden now, after lots of the old houses were
demolished, except for some of the tourist sites.

L: That’s a shame. What about Hangzhou? What kind of history does Hangzhou have?
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W: Hangzhou was founded about 2,200 years ago in the Qin Dynasty. It was also the capital
city for the Song Dynasty, and it has always been famous for its natural beauty. Now Hang-
zhou is known as a place for silk and for longjing tea.

e

You’ve convinced me to go! I'll have to visit Hangzhou someday soon! Say, I've got to go.

I’'m sorry, we didn’t even introduce ourselves to each other. 'm Li Chen.

Yes, definitely! Take care!

Bye!

I'm Wang Xiao. I've enjoyed chatting with you.
Thanks, me too. We'll have to get together another time.

Useful Words and Expressions

Locatlon b

close to /’klavs tu/ exp not far in position
next to /'nekst tu/ exp beside

northeast / no:0'izst/ n [U the direction which is
between north and east

northwest / no:0'west/ n [U] the direction which
is between north and west

southeast /,sav'i:st/ n [U] the direction which is
between south and east

southwest / saof'west/ n [U] the direction which
" is between south and west

clear /klia/ adj (skies) not cloudy
cloudy /'klav.di/ adj with clouds
fair /fear/ adj (weather) pleasant and dry

foggy /'fog.i/ adj with fog
humid /'hjus.md/ adj (air and weather condi-

tions) containing extremely small drops of wa-
ter in the air

rainy /'reLni/ edj raining a lot
shower /'favar/ n [C] a short period of rain or
snow

stormy /'stormi/ adj with strong wind, heavy
rain or snow and often thunder and lightning

sunny /'san.i/ adj bright because of light from
the sun

windy /'win.di/ adj with a lot of wind

ambitious /zm'bif.as/ adj having a strong wish
to be successful, powerful or rich

average height /'ev.oridz hait/ n typical or nor-
mal tallness

build /bild/ n [C] the size and shape of a person’s

body
energetic / ,en.a'd3et.1k/ adj having a lot of energy

friendly /'frend.li/ adj behaving in a pleasant,
kind way towards someone

helpful /'help.fal/ adj willing to help, or useful

kind-hearted / kamnd'ha:.trd/ odj kind and gener-
ous

open-minded /,au.pan'main.did/ adj willing to
consider new ideas

. reserved /r1'z3: vd/ adj not talking about or show-

ing feelmgs

club /klab/n iC + singular or plural verb] a group
of people who do something together; the

-  place where they meet

convenient /ken'vizni, ant/ adj near or easy to
get to or use :

service /'s3.vis/ n [C] a system or organisation
that provides for a basic public need

transportation / treen.spo:'terfon/ n [U] the activ-
ity of moving people or things from one place

~ to another, or the system used for doing this

well-equipped / weli'kwipt/ adj with the neces-
sary equipment

26
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8.

9.

10.

the weather/Da Lat/ usually/ most beautiful/spring

Ha Dong/ famous for/silk

Ho Chi Minh City/ more modern/Tien Giang province

2. Complete the following dialogue with appropriate sentences or phrases.

28

A

B:
A:

Hi there! I don’t think I know you! What’s your name? Where are you from?

Oh, I've heard of that place! But I think I might be confusing it with another place. Well, if you
don’t mind, could you tell me a bit about your home town?

: Well, first of all, my home town is located in

What are the people like? Is it true that they are generally quite tall?

No, that’s not true. In fact, most people in my home town are

: Oh, that’s not what I heard. I wonder where I got that idea! Tell me something about the

weather in your home town. If [ want to visit, when is the best time to come?

¢ The best season for visiting is

But, why isn’t it that good to visit during the other seasons?

People do visit it during the other seasons, but

: Are there very many places in your home town? What kind of role did your home town play

1n ancient Vietnam?

In ancient times, my home town was famous for

: That’s really interesting. I didn’t know that before. Are there any other interesting facts

about your home town?
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Basic IELT'S Speaking

Oral Exercises

1. Using the suggested phrases below, make statements about jobs.

L.

10.

I work/multinational company/I’m responsible/marketing

a typical day/includes/ meeting with clients, designing advertisements, and talking with

consumers

I really/dislike my job/I plan to work / only as long as it takes until I find another job

my work is usually/very stressful/ every night/ really exhausted

[ feel most satisfied /I can find new ways to help our company become more efficient

I think that I make a good secretary/I am helpful and organised

I work/my uncle’s company/I'm responsible/selling computers

a typical day/includes/ ordering supplies and helping customers with problems

I really/love my job/I plan to work there for a long time

I think that I make a good kindergarten teacher/I really love children

2. Complete the following dialogue with appropriate sentences or phrases.

34

A:

G O - =

If you don’t mind, I have a few questions to ask you about your job.
No problem. Go ahead.

Well, first of all, what kind of job do you do?

I'ma

Where do you work?

How long have you worked there?

I’ve been working at for
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Talking about Jobs

A: Could you tell me what your main responsibilities are?

B: Sure. I'm primarily responsible for

A: Wow! That’s interesting. I didn’t know that was what your job was all about. Can you tell
me what a typical day is like?

B: A typical day usually begins with

A: Would you say that your job is rewarding?
B: Actually,

A: If you could change one thing about your job, what would it be?
B: That’s a tough question. I suppose I would change

A: How long do you think you’ll continue to work in this job?

B: Probably for another

A: What are your work hours like? How long is your work day? How many days do you work

each week?

A: It sounds like a demanding job. How did you find it? I mean, did you get your job through

a newspaper advertisement, or what?

A: Oh, I see. Say, if you were to give advice to someone who is just starting out in this field,

what would you say?
B: Well, I would definitely tell them to

A: Thanks so much for answering all my questions! I really appreciate it!

B: You're very welcome.
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3. Complete the table below by comparing your present job with your ideal job.

Main responsibilities

What is your job like?
What are you responsible for in your job?

Work hours

What hours do you work?
How many hours do you work each day/week?

Positive aspects

Describe one positive aspect about your job.
What is one thing you enjoy about your job?

Negative aspects

Tell me one negative part of your job.
What is something you dislike about your job?

How to find the job

How did you find your job?
How did you get your job?

Reason for choosing the job
Why did/will you choose this job?

Typical day

Describe a typical day.
What is a typical day like in your job?

4. Role-play: A job interview
A: Prospective employee/job candidate/applicant

You have been referred to a very good nationally-recognised company by your friend. You
have heard many good things about the company, but you don’t know any details about the
actual job itself. Make sure you ask questions to find out more about the following areas:

» main responsibilities
« work hours

o salary and benefits

e holidays

B: Employer
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Choose one of the jobs below without telling your partner.

secretary

manager

journalist
photographer

factory worker

tour guide

accountant

computer programmer
teacher

Prepare a list of questions to find out detailed information about the candidate in the fol-
lowing areas:

» present job

« reason for leaving current job
» previous work experience

» education background

o salary expectations

» interests and hobbies

. health

5. Discussion: Look at the following items and choose the three most important and the three
least important characteristics for you. After ranking them on your own, discuss your choices
with your partner.

a good boss

a well-known company
being responsible
comfortable working conditions
cooperative colleagues
flexible hours

fringe benefits

good pay

interesting work

job security

making decisions
opportunities to advance
opportunities to travel
regular routine

solving problems
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W: Did your friend graduate?

Talking about Studies

L: Yes, eventually. He was put back a year because he didn’t pass enough courses, but he man-

aged to fulfil all the requirements, and graduated a year after I did.

W: What were his plans after graduation?

L: He wanted to get a job, but felt he deserved a vacation first. So, he planned a big trip

to Kunming and Lijiang. Then, he found a job working in an office, which he actually

enjoyed, for a change. Last I heard, he was still in the same job.

What did you find interesting in your studies? Accounting?

No, Accounting was just so-so. I really liked Marketing the best. It’s so exciting just trying

to think of how to draw customers to use your product. If only I could find a job in market-

ing. Well, I'm still looking for another job, you know.

You too! Bye!

Hang in there! You’ll find a good job one of these days.
I really hope so! Thanks for the encouragement! Hey, this is my stop! I'd better get off here.

It was really great to see you again! Take care!

Useful Words and Expressions

arts /azts/ n {plural] subjects that are not scien-
tific subjects

brush up on sth phr v to improve one's know-
ledge of something already learned but partly
forgotten

certificate /sa'tif.Lkat/ n [C] an official docu-
ment which states that the information on it
is true

competitive /kam'pet.L.tiv/ adj always trying to
be more successful than other people

curriculum /ka'rik.jo.lom/ n [C] (plural curricula
or curriculums) the group of subjects studied
in a school, college, ete.

degree /di'gri:/ n [C] the qualification given to
a student who has done a course at university

diligent /'dil.L.dzant/ adj (approving) careful
and using a lot of effort

diploma /di'plov.ma/ n [C] a document given
by a college to show that a student has passed
a particular examination
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distance learning /'dis.tents I3:.nig/n[Ul a way
of studying, especially for a degree, where a
student studies mostly at home, receiving and
sending off work by post

dropout /'drop.avt/ n [Cl a person who leaves
school, college or university before finishing
a course

extracurricular / ek.stra.ka'rik julor/ adj (an ac-
tivity or subject) that is not part of the usual
school or college course

finals /'far.nalz/ n [plural] (UK) the examinations
taken at the end of a university or college course

grade /grexd/ n [C] a level of quality

headmaster / hed'ma:.star/ n [C] (mainly UK) a
male headteacher

major /'mer.dzar/ v
major in sth phr v (US) to study something as
a main subject at university

midterm /'mid.tazm/ n [C] (US) an exam hap-
pening in the middle part of a university or
school term
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10.

Talking about Studies

for a degree in Engineering / one needs / take courses in Calculus, Physics, and Maths each year

I'will be qualified/ working as a tour guide/when I complete my last exam in August

I studied/the same university my father taught in/ majored in Computer

best thing/being a student/learning to live on your own

I will be qualified/banking and finances/when I graduate next year

I am licensed/ professional engineer

for a certificate in Business English/one needs/study a minimum of 3 years and pass 2

exams each year

2. Complete the following dialogue with appropriate sentences or phrases.

A:
B:

=

> % T W

Hi, Brian! You look so busy! What are you studying?
Well, you know, I'm in my last year of high school now. I'm so busy preparing for the uni-

versity entrance exams in June.

Wow! I remember when I took those exams. They were really tough. It took up all my time,
just preparing for them.

That’s exactly how I feel. There’s so much to study and so little time.
Well, don’t give up. Keep it up.

What did you study in university?

[ majored in

What kind of courses did you take for that major?

That sounds interesting. Why did you choose that major?
When I was in high school, I always liked

So, I decided to major in
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A:

: What would you say was the most interesting course you studied in university?

That would definitely be

because

Is it really true that college life is much freer than middle school life? I mean, if college life is
the same as this, I don’t think 'm going to make it through all those years of intense study-
ing.

College life is

: Was there anything you disliked about college?
: Well, yes. One thing I really disliked was

And what would you say was the best thing about being a college student?
For me, the best thing was

Well, college certainly does sound like something to look forward to. I'd better keep on
studying if I'm ever going to make it into college. Thanks for the encouragement. I really
appreciate it.

No problem at all. All the best to you! Study hard!

3. Think back to your high school or university studies. Complete the following sentences by
filling in the blanks with your personal information.

42

L.

Some of the courses I studied in high school were

My favourite course was because

My least favourite course was because

From the years I spent in high school, I would say that my
favourite year was because
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Talking about Schools

Oral Exercises

1. Using the suggested phrases below, make statements about schools.

1. when I was/senior middle school/used to/hate Mathematics class

2. my favourite teacher/high school/ my Chemistry teacher/Mr. Turner

3. Ireally liked/Mr. Turner/he made classes interesting

4. my elementary school years/very carefree

5. Ispent a lot of time/doing homework and helping my classmates with their questions
6. Physics/least favourite subject

7. my school/located/two blocks away from my parents’ house

8. my high school years/especially the last year/very difficult and busy

9. when [ was/late for class/used to/get a stern warning from my teacher

10. favourite teacher/elementary school/second grade teacher/ Mr. Ross

2. Complete the following dialogue with appropriate sentences or phrases.

A: Can you tell me something about your years in school? I'm interested in learning what
people think about their years as students.

Sure, no problem. What do you want to know?

Well, first of all, when did you start attending school?
When I was years old, I began attending

> %P Z

What are some of your happiest memories about your early years in school?
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48

B:

I remember

A: Where did you go to elementary school? Where was it located?

=

w e ® >

W w e

My elementary school was

: Tell me about one of your elementary teachers. Do you still remember them?

Of course! There was one teacher named

That’s interesting! How about your middle school teachers? What were they like?

Most of the middle school teachers were

What was your favourite subject in middle school?

My favourite subject was because
What kinds of activities did you do after school?

When I was in middle school, I used to

Did you continue doing the same activities when you got to high school?

What did you spend most of your time on when you were in high school?

I remember that I spent a lot of time

I have heard that high school students have very little time to enjoy life. They have to study

so hard to prepare for the university entrance exam.

: That’s right. My high school years were

A: Thanks for taking the time to answer all my questions.

You're welcome.
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Talking about Schools

3. Think back to your years of schooling. Complete the following table with descriptive words
and describe the schools you have attended.

Preschool Eleszcr:xgglglary Middle school High school
(under 6) (age 6-12) | (age 12-14) _‘ (age 14-18)

School name

Location

Number of hours per day

Number of hours per week

Number of hours per day of
homework and study

Method of transportation

Favourite teacher

Favourite activities

4. Pair Work: Look at the list below of possible goals of education. Read each statement and
indicate whether you think the goal is very important, important or not important. Explain
your reasons.

Very important Important Not important
Teaching knowledge L] L t
Developing creativity L] Wl L
Developing one’s personality L] ] O
Teaching how to think Wl L] L
Teaching about right and wrong O ] O
Teaching how to get along with others O ] O
Helping to get a good job | O ]
Making parents happy td O U
Keeping one out of trouble O O O

5. Read the following questions and think about your feelings and opinions. Then, talk about
your ideas with your partner.
1. Do Vietnam’s schools do a good job of preparing students for future careers? For life?
How can Vietnam’s education system become more accessible to the poor?

3. What can be done to encourage more university graduates to teach in Vietnam’s elementary
and middle schools, especially in rural areas?

How can teachers/schools and parents work together to improve their children’s education?

S. Think of one thing you disliked about your elementary and middle school years. Brain-
storm ways to solve the problems you have identified.
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Talking about Holidays/Festivals

L: You know, Frank, dumplings are also very special, too. During the Spring Festival, most
Chinese families will make dumplings.

R: What’s the Spring Festival?

L: That’s probably the most important festival in our country. Some people call it the Chinese
New Year. It’s a celebration marking the end of the old year and the beginning of the new
year, according to the lunar calendar.

W: It’s usually held sometime between mid January to mid February, depending on the lunar
calendar.

R: So, in addition to dumplings, what else is special about the Chinese New Year?

W: Most people clean their houses from top to bottom, put decorations, usually red ones, on
their doors and in the homes, and eat a lot of good foods.

L: During the Chinese New Year, it’s also important to be with your family and friends, so
many people will travel to their parents’ home, even if they live very far away.

W: Yes, and they also pay a lot of visits to their close friends.

R: It sounds a lot like Christmas! We decorate our homes with Christmas trees, stockings, and
coloured lights. We eat a lot of good food, and most people spend Christmas time with
their families or good friends. Oh, and we also buy Christmas presents for each other.

L: Chinese families will give red envelopes, or “hong bao”, to their children or friends’ chil-
dren. The red envelopes contain money, so it’s like giving a present to the children. Also,
people buy new clothes and shoes to wear for the New Year, so it’s also another kind of a
present. Many people also light firecrackers and fireworks to celebrate!

R: Wow! Spring Festival sounds really great! Whoever thought of the idea, sure had a good
one!

Hmm, how long has China been celebrating the Spring Festival?
It must be for at least a few centuries.

What was it like in the earlier days? Is it celebrated in a similar way these days?

There are many similarities still, but over time, some traditions have disappeared. I think
that dumplings have always been a big part of the Spring Festival.

e

As well as giving money to children and buying new clothes.

W: And also things like decorating one’s home and going back to your parents’ home. All of
these things have been around for a long time.

R: So, have there been any changes at all?

L: Well, nowadays, firecrackers are illegal in most of the cities. So this tradition has changed.
And, people don’t have as much time to stay at home as before, usually because they are too
busy with their work.
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9.

10.

Talking about Holidays/ Festivals

Liberation Day/a very important holiday/ Vietnamese people generally celebrate the unifica-

tion of the nation

people used to/eat moon cakes under the full moon/celebrate the Mid-Autumn Festival

2. Complete the following dialogue with appropriate sentences or phrases.

A:
B:

-

I can’t believe our exams are almost over.

Yes! We'll soon be heading home to spend the winter holidays with our families.

A: I'suppose this is true for almost everyone, but I just love the Spring Festival.
B:
A

: Yes, in many ways it is very similar. Yesterday, my friend from Canada was asking me ques-

I think it’s similar to Christmas in Western countries. Don’t you think so?

tions about the Spring Festival.
What did he want to know?
He asked me what people do during the Spring Festival, so I told him that most Vietnamese

families

In my family, we celebrate the Spring Festival a bit differently. We

: Yes, I did tell my friend that there were some differences in tradition depending on where

you were,and also depending on each family. Then,he wanted to know where the trad-
itions came from. For example, why we clean our homes before the new year, and set off
firecrackers on New Year’s Day.

So, you told him that the tradition of cleaning our homes came from the ancient times when

, and the tradition of lighting

firecrackers came from
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A:

A:

Yes, I told him the history of those traditions. He also asked me what I liked the most about
the Spring Festival. So, I said that I enjoy

What about you? What do you enjoy most about the Spring Festival?
For me, the best part about the Spring Festival is

: Oh yes, I enjoy that, too. Actually, there are so many fun things about the Spring Festival

that it’s hard to choose just one. The last question my friend asked was about why the Spring

Festival was so important in Vietnam.
Did you tell him that it was because

Yes, and also because

Well, 'm excited to go home and celebrate the Spring Festival. Hope you have a good holi-

day! I'll see you next semester!

Thanks. Take care!

3. Use descriptive words and phrases to complete the chart below. Try to use as many different
words as you can, and then, talk about how you spend the Spring Festival. Compare between
the Spring Festival and Christmas.

Christmas is always held on December 25%. Students

the New Year.

!
Date of holiday | usually get two weeks’ holiday during Christmas and
g

Importance : presents to family and friends, and to spend time

It is a time to celebrate the birth of Jesus, to give

with loved ones.

Food love to eat Christmas cookies and candy canes, too.

Most families eat a big Christmas dinner. Children

Everyone usually eats a lot!

Family and friends Day together. Close friends buy gifts for each other,

Many families spend Christmas Eve and Christmas

Acquaintances give Christmas cards to each other.

Favourite memories { time with my family and friends, and opening Christ-

My favourite memories of Christmas are spending

' mas presents as a child.
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Talking about Travels

Oral Exercises

1. Using the suggested phrases below, make statements about travels.

1.

10.

I enjoy travelling/I can see a lot of new and interesting things

the best thing about travelling/ meeting people and making new friends

my favourite thing to do/go out in the evening and walk around the streets

one thing I dislike about travelling/ getting lost

the places I am always attracted to/busy and hectic

I am not so keen/beaches and lying under the sun

I dislike travelling/I find it very tiring

one thing I enjoy about travelling/ trying out new foods

the places I am always attracted to/not full of tourists

I am not so keen/visiting historic sights

2. Complete the following dialogue with appropriate sentences or phrases.

A:

I'm planning to take a trip, and I'm looking for a partner to come with me. Are you
interested?

I'm not sure. Where are you planning to go?

Well, 'm not exactly sure yet. Do you have any ideas?

I would like to go

That’s an interesting place to visit, but I've already been there. How about ?
Have you been there before?

No, I haven’t. What can we see there? What’s there to do?
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3.

Exciting holiday Boring holiday
Location

A: T heard that the famous sites are

B: We could do that. How long do you think we should stay?
A: I think we should stay for at least

B: That sounds good to me. You know, for me, my favourite thing to do on a frip is

A: Me too! I also like to

B: There are also some things that I dislike about travelling. One thing I dislike is

A: Really? How can you dislike that? What I dislike about travelling is

B: It seems that we have some differences of opinion. Do you think we could really be good
travel partners?

B: Well, let’s find out how much the trip will cost, and think about when we can go. Then, we
can both decide if we want to go.

A: Okay. That’s fine with me. But don’t forget that one of the best things about travelling is

B: Yes, you're right. I almost forgot. Maybe we should go ahead, and plan to take a trip together.
What do you think?

A: There’s an old saying “Nothing ventured, nothing gained” which means that if we don’t
take a chance, we will not gain anything at all. We should go for it.

B: Okay! I'm with you.

Write words and phrases in the table below to talk about what makes an exciting holiday and
a boring holiday.

J

R -

Scenery |

Food

62
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\ Exciting holiday Boring holiday
Hotel ‘

Travelling

People

Weather

4. You are planning a two-week holiday, and you consult with a travel agent to find out which
holiday would suit you best.

A: Customer

Choose who you are:
a single person, aged 24
a newly-wed couple
a married couple with a young child
a retired couple

Without looking at B’s part, first, think about what holiday you would like to take. Then,
think about the following areas:
* location
* length of holiday
« type of holiday
o goal of holiday
o travelling to/from destination
« food, etc.

B: Travel agent

First, find out what kind of holiday your customer would like to take. Then, offer your client
some of the holiday options listed below.
* A one-week trip to the beach — relax on the beautiful beach and get a nice suntan
* A two-week driving holiday — explore the countryside and enjoy the beautiful scenery
* A one-week trip to Europe — visit famous sites and learn more about their historical
significance
* A ten-day cycling trip — ride your bicycle around the countryside and experience real
country life

5. Discussion: Think about the following questions and make a list of points to talk about with
your partner.
L Why do people take holidays?
2. What do people want from a holiday?
3. How restful and relaxing are holidays?
4. Why can some holidays be quite tiring?
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10.

Talking about Interests/Hobbies

I love to paint/so relaxing

jogging/ favourite hobby/keeps me healthy

whenever I am working on my stamp collection/ feel so excited

I started/ dancing/age of 4/when I was.in kindergarten

I think /°d rather spend time listening / music/ watching TV

whenever I am singing/ feel so happy and peaceful

I enjoy/ play/ computer games/they are fun and challenging

travelling/ favourite hobby/helps me get some R and R

I started playing chess/age of 6/when I was just starting elementary school

2. Complete the following dialogue with appropriate sentences or phrases.

A:

Hi there, Katie! We're going swimming. Do you want to join us?

. Sure, I'd love to. Swimming is one of my favourite things to do.

B
A:
B

I didn’t know you were so interested in swimming. What other things are you interested in?

: I enjoy

Really? I enjoy that, too. Whenever I , it makes me
feel

Me too! I first started to when I was

What else do you like to do in your spare time?

I’'m also very fond of
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You have a lot of hobbies! Which one is your favourite?

My favourite hobby is because

How about you? What are your hobbies?

: I like

: And which one is your favourite hobby?

: Tsuppose I enjoy the best because

I think hobbies are really important. If I didn’t have any of these things to do after working
and studying, my life would be so boring.

I couldn’t agree with you more. Whenever I am )

I feel very

Yes! That’s how I feel, too!

We'd better get going to the swimming pool. Do you have everything?

No. I'll just run home first to get my swimming stuff. I'll meet you at the pool.

Okay! See you soon.

I'll see you.

3. What do you look for in a hobby? Look at the characteristics below and identify which are the

68

most important to you in your hobbies.

the chance to become an expert
a challenge

competition

expressing creativity
excitement

exercise

fun

learning a new skill

relaxation

spending time with friends
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70
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€ w0 x 8

I'm stuffed! I can’t believe I ate 28 dumplings!

I'm so full I could burst! I can’t believe you ate 28 dumplings too! How did you manage to
fit them all in your stomach? I think I only ate about 23!

Oh, 1 ate at least 28! I just stopped counting after I got to 25!

I just love this! Good food! Good friends! It doesn’t get any better than this!

Thanks so much for lunch! It was really great, but I have to go now.

Wow! So soon? We'll have to have another meal together sometime soon.

Yes, definitely!

Okay! T'll give you a call! Thanks again!

Hey, Wang Xiao, I was just thinking how good it is to have friends like you and Frank.
You can’t live without friends, can you? I'm really fortunate to have some very close friends.

Me too! Actually, my friends are all a bit different from each other. Some of them I like
to study with. Others are great for going out to have a good time. I have a few groups of
friends, and I do different things with each group. Why? What are your friends like? What
do you normally do with them?

My friends are more like one big group. We like to go out together and have a good time.
We eat good food together and laugh together. If any one of us has a problem, we help each
other out.

Do you prefer to spend time with a group of friends or with just one close friend?
It doesn’t really matter to me. I like both types of friendship.

Hmm, I think I prefer to spend time with just one friend at a time. Perhaps that’s why my
friends don’t even know each other.

Most of my friends have been friends since middle school!

That’s amazing! How did you manage to keep such close ties with your middle school
friends? How much time do you spend with your friends?

Well, some friends I see once a month or so. My closer friends, I probably see them every
other week, if I can.

: Friends are never too busy for friends. If my friend comes to visit me, then I usually drop

everything and spend time with my friend.

Yes, I do that too, but I usually like to plan ahead and make sure my friends are free before
I go to visit them.

: My parents tell me that in the old days, they didn’t have to call ahead to ask their friends

if it was okay to visit them. It was always okay to visit your friend. You didn’t even have to
make an appointment.

I heard that too. But things have changed a bit these days. Though if the person was my
very close friend, I would be glad if they visited me, even without calling me first.

Well, that makes you a true friend to them too. What else do you think a true friend is?
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Talking about Friends

Someone ... I look for a friend ... I am a friend ...

who is happy

who is helpful

who is honest

who is loving

who is loyal

who is nice

who is patient

who is rich

who is smart

who is a good listener

4. Read the following sets of characteristics. With your partner, identify the advantages and
disadvantages of having a friend with these sets of characteristics. Of the following types of
friends, which friend would you most like to have?

Jennifer IS helpful, kind, easy-going, patient
IS NOT ambitious, honest

Joe IS active, fun to be with, happy
IS NOT generous, helpful

Jane IS smart, beautiful, ambitious, rich

IS NOT happy, patient, easy-going

Jerry IS honest, a good listener, happy
IS NOT loving, loyal

5. Discussion: Read through the following quotation, saying, and proverbs about friends, and
talk to your partner about what they mean to you.
1. You can’t choose your relatives, but you can choose your friends. (Oscar Wilde)
2. A friend in need is a friend indeed. (proverb)
3. Opposites attract. (common saying)
4. There’s no friend like an old friend. (proverb)
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Talking about Transportation

W: The biggest advantage is that an electric bike is faster than a regular bike, and it’s easier than
pedalling a bicycle. Compared to a car, an electric bike is cheaper and easier to park.

R: What are the disadvantages of electric bikes?

W: For one thing, I'm always worried that someone might steal it. Also, I need to recharge the
battery often.

R: How often do you take a taxi to work?

W: Rarely. A taxi is too expensive to take every day. What kind of transportation do people use in
Canada, Frank?

R: Most people prefer to drive their own car to work. Some people save gas and carpool. And,
there are also some people who take public transportation every day.

W: It’s my dream to buy a car one day, Frank.
Really? Why?

W: Why? Well, driving a car is much more convenient than taking the bus or subway, or riding

a bike.
R: Yes, that’s true most of the time.
W: What do you mean?

7

o

Sometimes driving a car is more tiring than taking a bus. If you’re driving during rush hour,
it can be stressful. And, if there’s an accident, then there’s usually a big traffic jam too. It’s
also much more expensive to have a car. You have to pay for gas, parking, regular mainten-
ance, insurance, and repairs.

Hmm... I haven’t thought that much about the disadvantages of owning a car.
It’s good to think about both the advantages and disadvantages.
You're right, Frank. Hey! It looks like the meeting is about to begin.

x & ® &

Yes, let’s find some good seats.

Useful Words and Expressions

accident /'zk.sr.dant/ n [C] something bad 2. a group of cars owned by a company or an

which happens that is not expected or intend- organisation which can be used by any of its
ed, and which often damages something or employees
injures someone car-pooling /'’ka:.pu:.liy/ n [U]

avenue /'zev.a.nju:/ n [C] a wide road, with trees carpool /'kazpu:l/ v {I]
or tall buildings on both sides crowded bus n [C]

car pool /'ka: pu:l/ n [C + sing/pl verb] crowded /'krav.did/ adj containing too many
1. a group of people who travel together, espe- people
cially to work or school, usually in a different bus /bas/ n [C] (plural buses or US also
member's car each day busses) a large vehicle in which people are

driven from one place to another
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B:

® P w e

i

There was
It took me longer than usual to get to work, too! How far do you travel to work each day?

That’s far! How do you usually get to work?

I usually . If the weather is very bad,
How about you? How much time does it usually take you to get to work?

If there’s no traffic,
But if the traffic is bad,
How do you usually get to work?

If the weather is good,

: Ifyou ride your bike, how long does it take to get to work?

. One advantage of riding a bike to

work is

You're right! Even if the traffic is heavy, or there’s an accident, you can
Yes. That’s the main reason why I ride my bike to work each day.
What if there’s gridlock? Can you still ride your bike through traffic?
What’s gridlock?

Gridlock is

It usually looks like there’s no way for anyone to move.

: If there’s gridlock, then, I usually wait for a traffic policeman to come, and clear up the

tangle.
Gridlock usually looks impossible to untangle, but sometimes it just takes one or two cars to

move back a little, and then, the rest of the traffic can flow smoothly again.

A: Well, let’s hope that traffic tomorrow will be

80

Yes, I hope so, too.
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Dialogue Study

W: Wang Xiao; L: Li Chen; S: Susan Roberts
(Wang Xiao has invited Susan Roberts and Li Chen to his house for a farewell dinner before Susan

returns to Canada.)

82

W

L:
S:
A\ 4

€ v € o

Li Chen, Susan, glad you could make it. Please come in. Welcome to my home!
You have a beautiful place, Wang Xiao!

It’s very nice! How large is your apartment?

: 150 square metres. There are 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, a kitchen — say, why don’t I just

give you a tour?
That’s a great idea!

Follow me. On the right is the living room, and the dining room is on the left. There are
two bedrooms on this floor, and another bedroom on the second floor.

: Very nice, very nice.

The master bedroom has a private bathroom.

: 1It’s quite large!

You have a nice bathtub!

Yes. There’s a full-size bathtub, which is getting more and more popular among Chinese
families.

You're right, Wang Xiao. My parents’ place doesn’t have a bathtub, but my friends all plan
to have a bathtub when they buy an apartment.

Over here is another bedroom and bathroom. And the kitchen and a small enclosed balcony
are back here.

Wow! You have an oven too!
How many appliances do you have?

Three — a washing machine, refrigerator and stove. Chinese apartments usually have three
appliances, isn’t that right, Li Chen?

: Yes, that’s true. We don’t have a dishwasher and clothes drier like most apartments do in Cana-

da.

Now, let me show you the second floor. This way, please. The second floor has a bedroom
and another room which I call the music room.

I can see why. There’s a piano, guitar, violin, and drums. I didn’t know you were a musi-
cian, Wang Xiao!

Me either! Wang Xiao, you've been hiding your musical talents from us. Would you play

something for us?
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Talking about My Home

W: Maybe another time. It’s almost time for dinner. Let’s go downstairs.

S: This is a very spacious apartment, Wang Xiao, and you’re still a bachelor. Why did you

choose this place as your home?

€

Well, there are two main reasons. One reason why I bought this apartment is to provide my

parents with a place to stay when they visit.

How often do your parents visit you?

And the second reason?

About two to three times a year. They usually stay for about a month each time.

Well, Susan, it’s true that I'm still a bachelor, but I hope to marry some day and have a

family. This apartment is big enough for a small family, and the neighbourhood is really

friendly and safe.
So, you're planning ahead.

That’s right, Li Chen.

special dinner in honour of Susan.

Good thinking, Wang Xiao. You never know when you’ll meet that special someone.

Well, I definitely know it’s time for dinner. Let’s sit down at the dining table and eat a

Useful Words and Expressions

apartment /2'pa:t.mant/ n [C] (mainly US) (UK
usually flat) a set of rooms for living in, espe-
cially on one floor of a building

bookshelf /'buk.felf/ n [C] (plural bookshelves) a
shelf in a bookcase

central heating /,sen.tral 'hivtig/ n [Ul a system
of heating buildings by warming air or water
at one place and then sending it to different
rooms in pipes

carpet /'kaz.pit/ n [C or U] (a shaped piece of)
thick woven material used for covering floors

closet /'kloz.it/ n [C] (mainly US) a cupboard
or a small room with a door, used for storing
things, especially clothes

condominium / kon.da'mm.i.am/ n [C] (US) an
apartment building in which each apartment is
owned separately by the people living in it, but
also containing shared areas

cosy /'kov.zi/ adj (UK) (US cozy) comfortable
and pleasant
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beautifully.decorated exp
decorate /'dek.a.reit/ v [T] to add something to
an object or place to make it more attractive

detached /dr'teetft/ adj (a house) not connected
to any other building

semi-detached / sem.i.di'teetft/ adj (UK) (a house)
joined to another similar house on only one side

dining room /'damiy rumm/ n [C]l a room in
which meals are eaten

dining table /'daniy terbl/ n [Cl a table at
which meals are eaten

dishwasher /‘difwof.ar/ n [C] 2 machine for
washing plates, cups, forks, etc.

dormitory /'dormutar.i/ n [C] (informal dorm)
(UK) a large room containing many beds,
especially in a boarding school or university

down payment / daon 'per.mant/ n [C] a first
payment that you make when you are buying
something and are going to pay the rest later
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downtown / davn'tavn/ adj [before noun], adv
(US) in or to the central part of a city

electric heater /1 lek.trik 'hiz.tar/ n [C] (UK also
electric fire) a device which uses electricity to
produce heat

enclosed balcony n [C]
enclosed /in'kloozd/ adj surrounded by walls
balcony /'baelka.ni/ n [C] an area with a wall
or bars around it that is joined to the outside
wall of a building on an upper level

furnished /'f3:.n1ft/ adj containing furniture
unfurnished /an'f3:.nift/ adj (a room, house or
building) without furniture in

garage /'geer.a:3/ n [C] a building where a car is
kept, which is built next to or as part of a house

kitchen /'kitf.on/ n [C] a room where food is
kept, prepared and cooked and where the dish-
es are washed

lease /li:s/ v [T] to make a legal agreement by
which money is paid in order to use land, a
building, a vehicle, etc. for an agreed period
of time

lease /lits/ n [C] a legal agreement in which you
pay money in order to use a building, piece of
land, ete. for a period of time

living room /'hv.iy ;rom/ n [C} (UK also sitting
room, Australian also lounge room) the room
in a house or apartment that is used for relax-
ing, and entertaining guests, but not usually for
eating

master bedroom /'ma:.star bed.ru:m/ n [C] the
largest bedroom in a house

modern /'mpd.an/ adj most recent

monthly payment n [C or U]
monthly /'mant.8li/ adj, adv happening once a
month
payment /'per.mant/ n [C or U] an amount of
money paid

mortgage /'mo:.gidz/ n [C] an agreement which
allows you to borrow money from a bank, es-
pecially in order to buy a house or apartment;
the amount of money itself

mortgage /'mor.gidz/ v [T] to borrow money to
buy a house or apartment

oven /'av.an/ n {C] the part of a cooker with a
door, which is used to cook food

refrigerator /1 fridz.ar.ertor/ n [C] (US) (UK
formal for fridge) a piece of equipment, using
electric, which keeps food cold, but not frozen
newly renovated exp
renovate /'ren.a.vert/ v [T] to repair and improve
something, ¢specially a building

rent /rent/ n [C or U] a fixed amount of money
that you pay regularly for the use of a room,
house, car, television, etc. that someone else
owns

the suburbs n the outer area of a town, rather than
the shopping and business centre in the middle

suburb /'sab.a:b/ n [C] an area on the edge of
a large town or city where people who work in
the town or city often live

verbal agreement n [C]
verbal /'va..bal/ adj spoken rather than written
agreement /'griz.mant/ n [C] a decision or ar-
rangement, often formal and written, between
two or more groups or people

sofa /'sav.fa/ n [C] (UK also settee) a long soft
seat with a back and usually arms, on which
more than one person can sit at the same time

spacious /'speLfos/ adj (approving) large and
with a lot of space

stove /stavv/ r [C] a piece of equipment which
burns fuel or uses electricity in order to heat
food

study /'stad.i/ n[C] a room, especially in a house,
used for quiet work such as reading or writing

villa /'vil.a/ n [C] a house, usually in the coun-
tryside or near the sea, which people can rent
for a holiday

washing machine /'wof.im ma fim/ n[Cla machine
for washing clothes, sheets and other things
made of cloth
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How 10 Prepare for Part 2 of the IELTS Speaking Test

2. Preparing for Part 2 of the IELTS Speaking Test

First, read the task on the card. Do not waste time reading anything outside this card as it is
the information only repeating what you have already been told by the examiner when giving
you the card.

Once you have read and understood the task, you can start thinking about what you are
going to say. Some candidates prefer not to make notes, but we would recommend you do.
Do not write long sentences as you will not have time; just write brief notes or phrases to help
remind you of what to talk about. These notes do not have to be in English, and they will not
be used for assessment. Some candidates draw mind maps, and these seem to be very effective.
If you feel you do not want to make notes, and do not need the full minute to think about it,
tell your interviewer who will let you start talking,

3. A Sample of Part 2 of the IELTS Speaking Test
E: Examiner C: Candidate

E: Now, I'm going to give you a topic and I’d like you to talk about it for one to two minutes.
Before that, you will have one minute to think about what you want to say. You can make
some notes if you wish. Do you understand?

C: Yes, I understand.

E: Here’s some paper and a pencil and you can make notes if you wish. I'd like you to de-
scribe your favourite food.

(Candidate takes one minute for preparation.)

E: Are you ready?
(or C: Should I begin?)

C: There are many foods I like, but my favourite one, I think, is dumplings. Dumplings not
only look nice, they are delicious too. Normally they are salty, with meat, vegetables and
spices inside. People can eat dumplings whenever they want, but the most popular time to
have dumplings in China is the Spring Festival, on New Year’s Eve. Since my childhood I
have learned how to make dumplings. First of all, you need to make the dough by mixing
water into the flour. Next, mince the meat and vegetables you like and add some spices to
it. The third step is to make the wrappings by rolling the dough. After that, put the filling
in the middle of each wrapping and press it tight. The last step is to boil them and then
they are ready to serve! I like dumplings very much for two reasons, I suppose. First, they
are so much fun to make. Making dumplings can bring people together and provide people,
especially family and friends, an opportunity to chat in a relaxed way. Secondly, of course,
as I mentioned before, they are quite tasty. You can put whatever meat or vegetables you
like as fillings.

E: Well, do you often make the food yourself?

C: Not really. Most of the time I eat fast food because I am too busy.
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Oral Exercises

1. Using the suggested phrases below, make statements describing people.

1.

10.

she/tall and/has long, black hair

she/very honest and reliable

she/a big nose/ glasses

he/across/strong and opinionated

he/impression/ confident and ambitious

he/seems/friendly at first

she/most honest person/I have ever met

he resembles his brother/the way he smiles

he/kindest person I have ever known

she resembles her father/the way she talks

Describing People

2. Use the sentence structures, words and expressions you have learned to talk about the follow-
ing people. Describe both their physical features and their personality characteristics.

Your boss:

Your boyfriend/girlfriend:

Your mother’s friend:

Your work colleague:

Your classmate:

Your grandfather:

Your middle school teacher:
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3. Describe the appearances and clothes of each person in the picture.

96
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Describing Past Events

Oral Exercises

1. Using the suggested phrases below, make statements describing past events.

1. I can still remember/time/I took my first violin lesson

2. Tl never forget/ day/ my grandfather died

3. spent/my entire 4 years in university trying to win a scholarship

4. at that time/still/ quite young and not very mature

5. it all started/ morning/I went to the library to study

6. the most exciting time/1 recall/when my friends and I took a trip to Mount Lang Biang
7. I can still remember/time/I realised my parents made mistakes

8. spend/my entire summer working as a salesperson for a juice company

9. it all started/evening/I met a friend at a party

10. most exciting time/recall/ when/I was on my own and/have/my own money to spend

2. Think of each of the following time periods of your life. Think back about each period and
describe it as fully as you can, using the sentence structures you have learned.

— Exciting activities Favourite memories

Childhood

i
i
i
i
i
i

Adolescence

Young adulthood
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Oral Exercises

1. Using the suggested phrases below, make statements describing places.

1.

10.

it looked beautiful/ first visited / my last year in high school
it is the place/I feel the most at peace
the reason/I/attracted/it/so much/because it reminds me of my carefree days as a child

the place/give/me/fond memories/the hill behind my grandparents’ home/I used to play
with the children in my neighbourhood

it looked/a bit shabby/1/first visited/in autumn of last year

it is the place/I/go when I am feeling a lot of pressure from school

the reason/I/attracted/it/so much/because it has beautiful gardens

the place/give/fond memories/ the park where my boyfriend and I used to go on Sundays
it is the place/1/used to go when I was a young child

the reason/I/attracted/it/so much/because it makes me feel like everything is going to be

okay

2. For each of the places listed below, fill in the information as completely as you can, and then
describe it.

A famous historical site

106

Name:
Location:
Description:

Best thing about it:
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10. by the time I returned/ my cousin’s home town/being away for 4 years/ many things

looked exactly the same

2. Compare and contrast the changes over the past 20 years in each of the following areas. Dis-
cuss with your partner what was important 20 years ago compared with what is important
now. What has caused these changes? Have these been changes for the better?

20 years ago [ Present

Family
Work

Education

Standard of living
Salary
Globalisation

Economy
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10.

Describing Books

the book didn’t come out/ 3 years after the author died

comparatively speaking/biographies/interesting/leave out many of the negative details of

the person’s life

I enjoy reading/ mystery/ my favourite subject

the author mainly wishes/deal with the social inequality of poor people

comparatively speaking/ dictionaries/ useful/should be used in the proper way

2. What kinds of books does each of the following people like? Describe the type of book that
would best suit each person.

LA

A young child who is just starting kindergarten

A teenage gitl who doesn’t enjoy reading

An elderly professor who still loves to learn

A working man/woman who is very busy with work but enjoys reading for relaxation

A university student who wants to improve his/her English
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3. it was moving/hear about it/because I was in a similar situation before

4. what happened to the little boy/very fortunate

5. at the end of the story/everyone wanted to find ways to help more children

6. the story started/a man became very angry with his wife

7. 1 was really impressed/ the strength that the students showed to overcome their problems

8. it was heartbreaking/hear about it because it was such a sad story

9. what happened to the elderly professor/really unfair

10. at the end of the story/I understood better the difficulties that the poor peasants face

2. For each of the news categories listed below, think of a recent news story. Complete the details,

and then describe in detail what the stories are.

World news
Source:

Summary:

Your thoughts and feelings:

National news
Source:

Summary:

Your thoughts and feelings:

City news
Source:

Summary:

Your thoughts and feelings:
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9. always been keen/working hard to get what I want

10. I am sure that one day/I will own two or three homes

2. You are a real estate agent. Show your partner the apartments and houses for sale and rent,
and try to persuade him/her to buy or rent one of your properties. Be prepared to answer ques-
tions about the apartments and houses (e.g. size, number of rooms, monthly rent/mortgage,
neighbours, location, surrounding area, cost, etc.). Make up any information that is not in the
advertisements.

For sale:

* 3-bedroom apartment just north of the city, 24-hour security, available immediately,
500,000 USD

% New 2-3-bedroom apartments southwest of the city, very convenient, 76-108 square metres,
700 USD/square metre, mortgaging available

* 2-bedroom apartment near the zoo, recently renovated interior, 200,000 USD non-
negotiable

For rent:
§ 2-bedroom apartment near university area, monthly rent 1,000 USD
§ 1 room to share with a business professional, downtown, 700 USD/month

§ 3-bedroom town house near west end, near restaurants and bars, 1,500 USD /month
negotiable
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Topic Card Practice for Part 2 of the IELTS Speaking Test

The following topics are said to have been used in the past years.
Describe a classmate of yours
Describe a happy person
Describe a colleague
Describe a neighbour
Describe your own personality
Describe a successful person
Describe a character in a TV programme or a movie
Describe a historical place
Describe a place you always go for shopping
Describe a restaurant you always go to
Describe a club or pub
Describe a hotel
Describe your favourite room in your house
Describe your accommodation
Describe a newspaper or magazine
Describe a wild animal
Describe a dish you like
Describe a website you often visit
Describe a way of transportation
Describe an important decision in your life
Describe a birthday celebration
Describe a short course
Describe a bad weather
Describe a difficult thing
Describe your favourite music
Describe your ideal job

Describe an ambition of yours
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ess or the host. The hostess or host cannot relax before and after the meal. So, sometimes
inviting people to eat out in restaurants is a better choice. Of course, normally it costs more
to do so because service is part of the cost, but you may enjoy a more relaxing time with the
people invited. And, what is more, you can choose from a variety of dishes, which are not
easily cooked at home.

E: What is the difference between meals people have today and in the past?

C: Yeah, what we eat today is different from what people ate many years ago. The difference
is, I think, the food is a lot better in terms of variety and abundance. We have more choices
these days while in the past, we could only eat whatever we had. And people eat more
sensibly too. They will consider more about nutrition and try to have a more balanced diet.

E: What do you think of science in food production?

C: Science in food production? Personally, I don’t like it so much. I think that all those chemi-
cals they use to preserve foods must be extremely harmful to humans although you cannot
tell the immediate effect right now. When I buy food, I prefer the 100% natural ones with-
out any artificial flavours or other additives.

E: In what way do you think people will change their eating habits in the future?

C: Well, it is hard to say. Give me one second for this, em, the only change I can think of
right now is people may be more picky about food. For example, they may be more worried
about the chemicals contained in the food or on vegetables or meat, so they may become

more interested in organic food.
E: Thank you very much. This is the end of the interview,

C: Thank you. Nice talking to you. Bye.
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4. Taichi/basically supposed/ provide exercise and relaxation

5. generally speaking/women enjoy very deep friendships

6. main function/examinations/ check how much students have learned
7. in the first place/ marriage provides love and companionship

8. in addition/children learn much faster than adults

9. good friends/basically supposed/help each other

10. on the whole/living in the city/provide/ many opportunities for learning

2. For each of the topics below, write down your ideas about the main function/ purpose, and
one or two examples to illustrate your ideas.

T o) uros

Sports
Watching TV

Vacations

Computers

Books

3. The following passage is about accommodation in Britain for overseas students. Read it and
in your own words, answer the questions below the passage.

Accommodation

Before you leave your home country, make sure that you have arranged for somewhere to live in
Britain, even if it is only temporary accommodation. .

Do not come to Britain hoping that you will be able to find accommodation when you arrive.
Accommodation is not easy to find, especially in September when thousands of other new students
are also looking for somewhere to live. It can take weeks to find suitable accommodation, or ac-
commodation that you can afford.

As a student, there will be a variety of different types of accommodation available to you. The
types of accommodation can be divided into two main categories:
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Description

Accommodation owned and maintained by the college where you will be studying, Universities
and polytechnics are more likely to have this type of accommodation than smaller colleges.

Private accommodation, unconnected with the college but which the college may find for you,
or help you to find.

Ifyou are coming to Britain for the first time, it is probably a good idea to use the college accom-
modation. It is difficult to organise private accommodation if you are not in Britain. Also, college
accommodation provides a comfortable base from which you can get to know the town or city where
you are studying and discover the type of accommodation you might want to move to later on.

Most colleges which have their own accommodation give priority to new students. Some col-
leges will guarantee accommodation to students from overseas for the duration of their course.

As soon as you know that you have a place at a college:

A. Find out whether the college provides accommodation.

B. If the college does provide accommodation, they will ask you to complete a form requesting
accommodation. They will normally send this form to you along with the offer of a place on
a course. There will be a closing date for application for accommodation, so return the form
before this date.

C. If the college does not provide accommodation, find out whether there is an accommoda-
tion office, or somewhere at the college that helps students to find accommodation.

D. If not, you must begin to look for your own accommodation.

application / @p.l'’kerfon/ n [C or U] an official
request for something, usually in writing

available /a'verlo.b]/ adj able to be bought, used,
or reached

category /'kaet.a.gri/ n [C] a group of things that
have similar gualities

guarantee / geer.an'tiz/ v [T1to promise that some-
thing will happen or exist

maintain /mem'tein/ v [T] to continue to have

offer /'pf.or/ n [C] a statement in which you are
willing to give someone something if they
want it

polytechnic / pol.i'tek.nik/ n [C] (informal poly)
(especially in Britain before 1992) a college
where students study for degrees, especially in
technical subjects, or train for particular types
of work

private /'praivet/ adj only for one person or
group and not for everyone

temporary /‘tem.par.ar.i/ adj not lasting or need-
ed for very long

variety /va'rais.ti/ n [C, singular] several differ-
ent types of people or things

1. What does the passage suggest you do before you come to Britain and why?

2. What are the two categories of accommodation you might find as a student?

3. Why is the college accommodation a better choice for those who are coming to Britain for

the first time?

4. What are the things you should do after you know that you are accepted by a college?
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C

No, I wouldn’t say so. Although my grandparents love us very much, they wouldn’t choose to
live with us. Back in their city, they have lots of friends and former colleagues to talk to. It is
easier for them to have a life there. [ myself also stay in my own apartment although my parents
live very close. My family is kind of loose geographically although we do care about each other.

Does the government have any policies to deal with family relationships?

Any policies? [ am not sure about it. Some policies are to encourage people to improve family
relationships. For instance, some families are chosen to be model families and sometimes they

even get a bonus for that. But, as for some big policies to improve family relationships, no, I
don’t think so.

That is all for the interview. Thank you. You may leave now.

C: Thanks. Good-bye.
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: Examiner C: Candidate

Good morning. I am Susan.

Good morning. I am Li Jianxin.

What shall I call you?

You can call me Jianxin. That’s what my friends call me.

OK. Now, first of all, I'd like to ask you some questions about yourself. Can you tell me about
your study?

Right now, I am a freshman in Beijing University, majoring in English. I attend classes every
day during the weekdays and they include compulsory courses like intensive reading, writing,
oral English and some elective courses as well.

Why did you choose English as your major?

Actually, I didn’t do well in English when I was in middle school. Later while catching up, I
gradually found English quite interesting. My English teacher in high school was a great help
too. At the same time, English is getting more and more important to China. So I decided to
choose it as my major.

What do you hope to do after your studies?

I will see what will happen later. But if everything works out, I want to be working in a travel
agency, mainly dealing with international travel so I can travel constantly from country to country.

Let’s move on to talk about your childhood. Where did you grow up?

I grew up in a small town called Baoxin. I spent my entire childhood there with my family until
later I went to high school in Chengdu at the age of 14.

Where did you usually play?

Luckily we lived by a small river and to the north of our home there was a hill. I used to play
with the kids — swimming in the river and climbing the hill. The river was clean and the hill
was covered with beautiful trees.

Let’s move on to talk about housework. Who usually does the housework in your family?

My parents share the housework. My mother usually does most of the cooking while cleaning
is normally my father’s responsibility. But it also depends on who is busier.

What do you think is the most important household task?

I think cooking is the most important one. Eating is one of the biggest parts of our lives. It is
hard work especially when we need to do it every day. Cooking skills are involved.

Now I’'m going to give you a topic and I’d like you to talk about it for one to two minutes. Be-
fore you talk, you’ll have one minute to think about what you want to say. You can make notes
if you like. (The examiner hands the candidate a candidate card, a pencil and spare paper.)
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E: How do you see sports in about 20 years’ time?

C: It is hard to imagine that. I guess that sports at that time will be even more important than it
is now. People will need less and less physical power for their daily living, and technology is
developing fast with inventions which will replace people for all kinds of work. Then, people
will absolutely do more sports to keep fit. And there could also be new ways of doing sports.

E: Thank you very much. That is the end of the interview. Good-bye.
C: Nice talking to you. Bye.
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Chapter 2 Unit2

Talking about Home Towns and Jobs
1. Talking about Home Towns

L.

My home town, Hue, is located in central Vietnam.

It is a beautiful place with many famous historical sights.

The weather in Ha Noi is usually quite cold in winter.

Da Nang is famous for handmade kites and the kite festival.
Ho Chi Minh City is hotter than Nha Trang.

My home town, Dong Nai, is located in the south of Vietnam.
Da Lat is a beautiful place with lots of hills.

The weather in Da Lat is usually most beautiful in spring.

X0 N N R Wy e

Ha Dong is famous for its silk.

...‘
i

Ho Chi Minh City is more modern than Tien Giang province.

Hi there! I don’t think I know you! What’s your name? Where are you from?
My name is Lan. 'm from Phan Thiet.

Oh, I've heard of that place! But I think I might be confusing it with another place. Well,
if you don’t mind, could you tell me a bit about your home town?

I

B: Well, first of all, my home town is located in the southeast, along the coast. Phan Thiet
used to be a very quiet fishing village, but it has become more popular as a tourist destina-

tion recently.
A: What are the people like? Is it true that they are generally quite tall?

B: No, that’s not true. In fact, most people in my home town are of average height. Actually,

there are both some tall people, and some rather short people.

A:  Oh, that's not what I heard. I wonder where I got that idea! Tell me something about the
weather in your home town. If I want to visit, when is the best time to come?

B: The best season for visiting is summer time. During summer, you can go to visit the

beaches, and swim in the ocean. We have some beautiful scenery, too.

But, why isn’t it that good to visit during the other seasons?

B: People do visit it during the other seasons, but it’s really a shame if you don’t see Phan

Thiet during the summer time.

A:  Are there very many places in your home town? What kind of role did your home town

play in ancient Vietnam?
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B: In ancient times, my home town was famous for being one of the fishing villages. Later,
it was open to foreign trade around the late 1990s. It was also a summer resort for many

of the foreigners who lived and worked in other areas of Vietnam.

A: That’s really interesting. I didn’t know that before. Are there any other interesting facts
about your home town?

B: Of course! Most people don’t know that my home town is one of the most famous cities
producing “nuoc mam”, a kind of sauce made from fish, which is typical of Vietnam.

A: What are the special products from your home town? Any special foods or clothes, or arts
and crafts?

B: Phan Thiet is famous for seafood, green dragon fruit, and “nuoc mam”.
A: What do you think is the biggest difference between your home town and Ho Chi Minh
City?

B: Personally, I think that Phan Thiet is far more beautiful than Ho Chi Minh City. Of
course, it is also much less important in culture, education and politics than Ho Chi
Minh City.

A: Hey! Thanks for all the information! I think I'll go visit your home town on my next
vacation! Would you mind giving me your e-mail address so that I can keep in touch with
you?

B: No problem at all. Let me write it down for you.

A: Thanks so much! I hope to see you again soon!

2. Talking about Jobs

1.

1. I work in a multinational company. I'm responsible for marketing.

2. A typical day for me includes meeting with clients, designing advertisements, and talking
with consumers.

3. Ireally dislike my job. I plan to work there only as long as it takes until I find another job.
4. My work is usually very stressful. Every night, I come home really exhausted.

':J!

I feel most satisfied in my job if I can find new ways to help our company become more
efficient.

I think that T make a good secretary because I am helpful and organised.
I work in my uncle’s company. I'm responsible for selling computers.

A typical day for me includes ordering supplies and helping customers with problems.

Y o0 N o

I really love my job. I plan to work there for a long time.
10. I think that I make a good kindergarten teacher because I really love children.
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Oh, I see. Say, if you were to give advice to someone who is just starting out in this field,
what would you say?

Well, T would definitely tell them to study hard and learn as much as they can while they

are still studying. Then, to just try to learn as much as they can from their first job, as this
will help them in other jobs, too.

Thanks so much for answering all my questions! I really appreciate it!

You're very welcome.

1. Talking about Studies

1.
1. Istudied at a small university near Melbourne and majored in Business.
2. Tam certified as a chartered accountant.
3. The best thing about being a student is making friends with people from all around the
country.
4. For a degree in Engineering, one needs to take courses in Calculus, Physics, and Maths
each year.
5. T'will be qualified for working as a tour guide when 1 complete my last exam in August.
6. [ studied at the same university my father taught in, and majored in Computer.
7. The best thing about being a student is learning to live on your own.
8. I will be qualified in banking and finances when I graduate next year.
9. @am licensed as a professional engineer.
10. For a certificate in Business English, one needs to study a minimum of 3 years and pass 2
exams each year. '
2.
A: Hi, Brian! You look so busy! What are you studying?
B: Well, you know, 'm in my last year of high school now. I'm so busy preparing for the
university entrance exams in June.
A: Wow! I remember when I took those exams. They were really tough. It took up all my
time, just preparing for them.
B: That’s exactly how I feel. There’s so much to study and so little time.
A: Well, don’t give up. Keep it up.
B: What did you study in university?

Talking about Studies and Schools
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A: 1 majored in English and International Trade.
B: What kind of courses did you take for that major?

A:  Alot of English courses — Conversational English, Writing, Listening, Reading; and also

courses in Economics, Finances, Politics, Marketing, and Accounting,

B: That sounds interesting. Why did you choose that major?

A: When I was in high school, I always liked English, and I was also very interested in Busi-
ness. So, I decided to major in something that could combine my two interests.

B: What would you say was the most interesting course you studied in university?

A: That would definitely be Conversational English because my teachers were always very
interesting and lively. We only had foreign teachers for this class, and it was interesting

B: Isit really true that college life is much freer than middle school life? I mean, if college life
is the same as this, I don’t think 'm going to make it through all those years of intense
studying.

A: College life is much freer than middle school life. I really enjoyed having more time to do
things that interested me, and more freedom to choose elective courses.

B: Was there anything you disliked about college?

A: Well, yes. One thing I really disliked was having to get up early each morning for morn-
ing exercises. Actually, I think many students disliked this part of college life.

B: And what would you say was the best thing about being a college student?

[ also liked how teachers treated us as adults and gave us a lot of responsibility to do our
homework.

B: Well, college certainly does sound like something to look forward to. I'd better keep on
studying if I'm ever going to make it into college. Thanks for the encouragement. I really
appreciate it.

A: No problem at all. All the best to you! Study hard!

2. Talking about Schools

L.
1. When I was in senior middle school, I used to hate Mathematics class.
2. My favourite teacher in high school was my Chemistry teacher, Mr. Turner.
3. Ireally liked Mr. Turner because he made classes interesting.
4. My elementary school years were very carefree.
5. Ispent a lot of time doing homework and helping my classmates with their questions.

186 www.nhantriviet.com






Basic IELTS Speaking

B: That’s right. My high school years were very busy and full of pressure. I'm glad that I got
through high school!

A: Thanks for taking the time to answer all my questions.

B: You're welcome.

1. Talking about Holidays/Festivals

1.

1. During the Spring Festival, most Vietnamese families gather/get together to eat, drink,
and entertain themselves.

Talking about Holidays/Festivals and Travels

2. The Spring Festival is a very important holiday because it’s the start of a new year and
the Vietnamese feel that having a good start is essential to having a good year.

3. What I enjoy the most about the Spring Festival is seeing my cousins again.

4. The tradition of having many red things during the Spring Festival comes from the
ancient times when people believed that evil spirits were afraid of the colour red.

5. Special food like square cakes (glutinous rice cakes) is served during the Spring Festival.
6. People used to serve a very expensive meal to celebrate the Spring Festival.

7. During the Spring Festival, most Vietnamese families eat square cakes, a kind of glutinous
rice cake wrapped in banana leaves, in order to honour our ancestor, King Hung, who
himself made them to present to his respected father.

8. What I enjoy the most about the Spring Festival is seeing the beautiful flower displays in
the city centre.

9. Liberation Day is a very important holiday because the Vietnamese people generally
celebrate the unification of the nation.

10. People used to eat moon cakes under the full moon to celebrate the Mid-Autumn Festival.

I can’t believe our exams are almost over.
: Yes! We'll soon be heading home to spend the winter holidays with our families.

2

A

B

A: I suppose this is true for almost everyone, but I just love the Spring Festival.
B: I think it’s similar to Christmas in Western countries. Don’t you think so?
A

: Yes, in many ways it is very similar. Yesterday, my friend from Canada was asking me
questions about the Spring Festival.

B: What did he want to know?
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A: Heasked me what people do during the Spring Festival, so I told him that most Vietnam-
ese families go back to their parents’ homes and spend several days together eating square
cakes, watching the annual Tao Quan — king of the kitchen performance on New Year’s
Eve, talking, catching up with each other, and visiting other families and close friends.

B: In my family, we celebrate the Spring Festival a bit differently. We go on holidays, and
have a Spring Festival celebration wherever we are. Sometimes we go to Mui Ne, Binh

Thuan province, enjoying the sunshine and the beach.

A: Yes, I did tell my friend that there were some differences in tradition depending on where
you were, and also depending on each family. Then, he wanted to know where the tradi-
tions came from. For example, why we clean our homes before the new year, and set off
firecrackers on New Year’s Day.

B: So, you told him that the tradition of cleaning our homes came from the ancient times
when it was considered unlucky to do any cleaning or washing during the Spring Festival.
People thought that all the cleaning should be done before the beginning of the new year,
so that no sweeping or washing away of good fortune would happen in the new year, and

the tradition of lighting firecrackers came from long ago when people believed that evil

spirits would be scared away by fire and loud noises.

A: Yes, [ told him the history of those traditions. He also asked me what I liked the most
about the Spring Festival. So, I said that I enjoy getting together with my family, espe-
cially my cousins, and also close friends. What about you? What do you enjoy most about
the Spring Festival?

B: For me, the best part about the Spring Festival is the chance to rest from a busy work
schedule, watch TV, and eat good food!

A: Ohyes, [ enjoy that, too. Actually, there are so many fun things about the Spring Festival
that it’s hard to choose just one. The last question my friend asked was about why the
Spring Festival was so important in Vietnam.

B: Did you tell him that it was because the Vietnamese people believe that a good start at the
beginning of the year will mean a smooth year ahead.

Yes, and also because starting the new year well will also bring good luck.

B: Well, 'm excited to go home and celebrate the Spring Festival. Hope you have a good
holiday! I'll see you next semester!

A: Thanks. Take care!

2. Talking about Travels

1.

1. I enjoy travelling because I can see a lot of new and interesting things.

2. The best thing about travelling is meeting people and making new friends.

3. My favourite thing to do is to go out in the evening and walk around the streets.
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A: There’s an old saying “Nothing ventured, nothing gained” which means that if we don’t
take a chance, we will not gain anything at all. We should go for it.

B: Okay! I'm with you.

Talking about Interests/Hobbies and Friends

1. Talking about Interests/Hobbies

H|
-

I enjoy watching TV because it helps me to unwind after a hectic day.
I love to paint because it’s so relaxing.

Jogging is my favourite hobby because it keeps me healthy.
Whenever 1 am working on my stamp collection, I feel so excited.

I started dancing at the age of 4 when [ was in kindergarten.

I think I'd rather spend time listening to music than watching TV.
Whenever I am singing, I feel so happy and peaceful.

I enjoy playing computer games because they are fun and challenging.

R R R S

Travelling is my favourite hobby because it helps me get some R and R.

-
@

I started playing chess at the age of 6 when I was just starting elementary school.

Hi there, Katie! We're going swimming. Do you want to join us?

Sure, I'd love to. Swimming is one of my favourite things to do.

Pow o

I didn’t know you were so interested in swimming. What other things are you interested
in?

B: I enjoy tennis, badminton, and volleyball. And I love painting, too.

»

Really? I enjoy that, too. Whenever I am painting, it makes me feel so relaxed and happy.

&

Me too! I first started to paint when I was a little girl. My parents just wanted me to try
some painting lessons, and I soon fell in love with painting.

What else do you like to do in your spare time?

I’m also very fond of cooking and reading,

You have a lot of hobbies! Which one is your favourite?

® = = >

My favourite hobby is swimming because it helps me keep fit, and also makes me have
more energy to handle anything that comes my way! How about you? What are your

hobbies?

A: 1 like painting, of course, and also running, reading, and surfing the Internet.
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B: And which one is your favourite hobby?

A: Tsuppose I enjoy reading the best because I can jump into another world just by picking
up a book, Sometimes, I'm so into a book that I spend a whole day reading it.

B: I think hobbies are really important. If I didn’t have any of these things to do after work-
ing and studying, my life would be so boring. '

I couldn’t agree with you more. Whenever I am reading, I feel very satisfied and peaceful.
Yes! That’s how I feel, too!
We’d better get going to the swimming pool. Do you have everything?

No. I'll just run home first to get my swimming stuff. I'll meet you at the pool.

Okay! See you soon.

o E WP

I'll see you.

2. Talking about Friends

1.

I prefer friends who are funny and entertaining,

My ideal friend is someone who is easy-going and laid-back.
He is much admired for his good looks and modesty.

I can talk with him when I am upset about things at work.
As everybody says, there’s no friend like an old friend.

AN I e

When I was going through a rough time, my friends helped me to keep going and not
give up.

=

I prefer friends who are good at keeping secrets.
8. My ideal friend is someone I can talk to without being afraid of being criticised.
9. I can ask her for advice when I'm not sure what I should do.

10. When I was almost going to fail my exam, my friends helped me to study harder.

b

A: Today, we will talk about our friendship. Please think about your friends for a moment,
and each student can tell the class something about the kind of friend they like best. Who
would like to start?

B: I'll begin. I have a lot of friends from middle school and university. I like friends who are
loyal, dependable, and responsible. Some of my friends I enjoy because they are fun and
exciting. But my closest friends are the kind of people who will never let me down, and
who are always there for me.

A: Thank you for sharing that with the class. Who will speak next?
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It’s already after 9 a.m.! Why are you so late?
The traffic was very heavy this morning,

Why was the traffic so heavy?

There was an accident, so it took (me) longer than usual to get to work.

It took me longer than usual to get to work, too! How far do you travel to work each day?

1 travel about 22 kilometres each way to work.

That’s far! How do you usually get to work?

w e W wmorow >

I usually take the bus. If the weather is very bad, I have to leave home earlier. How about
you? How much time does it usually take you to get to work?

>

If there’s no traffic, it can take as little as 20 minutes. But if the traffic is bad, it can take

twice as long.
How do you usually get to work?

If the weather is good, I will ride my bike. But if the weather is bad, I will take the bus.

If you ride your bike, how long does it take to get to work?

W e w

It takes about 30 minutes. One advantage of riding a bike to work is I don’t have to worry

w

You're right! Even if the traffic is heavy, or there’s an accident, you can ride your bike
around the problem.

Yes. That’s the main reason why I ride my bike to work each day.
What if there’s gridlock? Can you still ride your bike through traffic?
What’s gridlock?

Gridlock is when many cars are blocking each other at an intersection. It usually looks

w P W

like there’s no way for anyone to move.

>

If there’s gridlock, then, I usually wait for a traffic policeman to come, and clear up the
tangle.

B: Gridlock usually looks impossible to untangle, but sometimes it just takes one or two cars
to move back a little, and then, the rest of the traffic can flow smoothly again.

A: Well, let’s hope that traffic tomorrow will be better than today.

B: Yes, I hope so, too.

2. Talking about My Home

L

1. He has a modern and beautiful home.

2. There are 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, an open-concept living and dining room, and a
kitchen.
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Owning a dishwasher is becoming more and more popular.

I hope to buy a big fridge in the next two years.

One reason why I like this home is because it’s in a safe neighbourhood.

You have a beautifully-decorated home.

There is 1 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 1 living room, and 1 kitchen but no balcony.
Modern style homes are becoming more and more in demand.

I hope to move into a three-bedroom apartment some day.

One reason why this apartment is not too expensive is because it’s far from downtown.

Hi Richard! I heard you are looking for a place to live.

Yes. My lease finishes next month and I'd like to find a new apartment. I'm interested in
a place like yours. Do you mind if I ask you a few questions?

Not at all.

Thanks. How large is your apartment? And how many bedrooms?

a kitchen, and an enclosed balcony.

Why did you choose this place to be your home?

One reason why I chose this apartment is because it’s close to work. Another reason is
because I like its modern design.

What is one drawback about the place where you live?

The rent is very expensive.

Could you tell me about the neighbourhood?

Sure. It’s really very convenient. There’s a grocery store nearby, as well as several nice
shops and restaurants, There’s also a bus stop right at the front gate.

That sounds great! Could you describe some of your neighbours?

Most of my neighbours are middle-class Vietnamese families with a few foreigners, too.
They are very friendly and helpful, and we watch out for each other.

I have just one more question, if you don’t mind.
Go ahead.
What do you like best about your home?

The thing I like best about my home is it is very convenient — close to work and close to

the shopping centre.

Thanks so much for your time. You’ve been very helpful.

A: You're very welcome.
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2. Describing Past Events

A

=~

8. Ispent my entire summer working as a salesperson for a juice company.

10.

Answer Key

I can still remember the time when I took my first violin lesson.

['ll never forget the day when my grandfather died.

[ spent my entire 4 years in university trying to win a scholarship.

At that time, I was still quite young and not very mature.

It all started the morning when I went to the library to study.

The most exciting time I can recall is when my friends and I took a trip to Mount Lang
Biang.

I can still remember the time when I realised my parents made mistakes.

It all started the evening when I met a friend at a party.

The most exciting time I can recall is when I was on my own and had my own money to
spend.

L.

1. Describing Places

L
2.

3. The reason why I was attracted to it so much is because it reminds me of my carefree

L =N

10.

Describing Places and Changes

[t looked beautiful when I first visited it in my last year in high school.

[t is the place where I feel the most at peace.

days as a child.

The place that gives me fond memories is the hill behind my grandparents’ home where 1
used to play with the children in my neighbourhood.

It looked a bit shabby when I first visited it in autumn of last year.
It is the place where I go when I am feeling a lot of pressure from school.
The reason why I was attracted to it so much is because it has beautiful gardens.

The place that gives me fond memories is the park where my boyfriend and I used to go
on Sundays.

It is the place where I used to go when I was a young child.

The reason why I am attracted to it so much is because it makes me feel like everything is
going to be okay.
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2. Describing Changes

1. More parks and trees have been the biggest change I have noticed.
2. Great changes have taken place in recent years in making this city cleaner.

3. The change I predict for the next 10 years is there will be more private cars and fewer
bicycles.

4. lam still not clear what caused the changes.
5. To my surprise, it looks much better than I thought it would.

6. By the time I returned to the city where I went to university, after only one year’s ab-
sence, many things were difficult to recognise.

7. Fewer factories have been the biggest change I can see.

8. The change I predict for the next 10 years is there will be more highways between cities
and towns.

9. To my surprise, it looks completely natural even though I know it is man-made.

10. By the time I returned to my cousin’s home town, after being away for 4 years, many
things looked exactly the same.

Describing Programmes and Books
1. Describing Programmes

L.

Watching TV makes people fat and lazy.

My favourite show is a movie about Emperor Quang Trung.

It is a waste of time to watch TV unless you watch news or documentaries.

What attracts me the most about the programme is the amazing pictures of animals.
The programme is on TV on Sunday at 2 p.m., and then repeated on Tuesday at 1 p.m.
Prime time for me is when I get off work, which is about 6 p.m.

Watching TV makes children quiet and attentive.

‘What attracts me the most about the programme is its interesting plot.

W W N RN =

The programme is on TV every morning at 6 a.m., and then repeated every evening at
10 p.m.

s
pnd

Prime time for me is late at night after everyone else has gone to bed.
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2. Describing Ideas

1‘

The perfect home to me is one that has a beautiful view.

I have always been thinking of moving to my own place.

What I used to dream about was to have my own home and my own car.
I have never been keen on noisy neighbours.

I am not sure whether one day I will have my own happy family.

The perfect apartment to me is one that is close to my work.

I have always been thinking of living near the mountains.

What I used to dream about was having a separate room for all my books.

A= R A o o o

I have always been keen on working hard to get what I want.

[
e

I am sure that one day, [ will own two or three homes.

Describing Shopping Experiences and Movies

1. Describing Shopping Experiences

(S
.

1 went to a grocery store late Friday evening.

There were instant noodles on sale.

The quality of the toys is not very good.

He bought an English-English dictionary and a new backpack.

In fact, at one point, I almost changed my mind and didn’t buy anything.
I went to a drugstore yesterday.

There were vitamins on sale.

The quality of this brand of vitamins is excellent.

Nl T o o b

He bought some dog food and a leash.

Pk
fd

In fact, at one point, I almost spent all my money.
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2. Describing Movies

Last night, we saw a DVD called “Star Wars”.

We watched the movie at a downtown movie theatre.

f—ry
-

The movie is basically about a young boy who learns to be brave.

I liked the movie because it was very suspenseful.

There were also many surprising moments in the movie.

This afternoon, I saw a movie called “The Bondage Breaker”.

- T'watched it at my brother’s home. '

The movie is basically about how many people try to achieve success.
We liked the DVD because it was very meaningful.

There are also many funny moments on the DVD.

b A A

,__.
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Comparison and Contrast

1. Dogs are better pets than cats because they are more loyal.

2. The main difference between sending an e-mail and phoning a friend is that sending an
e-mail is more convenient to do, but it is not as personal as phoning a friend.

3. There is no comparison between the living standard today and the living standard 50
years ago.

4. The main difference between owning your own home and renting an apartment is that
you take more care with your own home.

5. The food in central Vietnam and the food in south Vietnam are completely different
because one is very spicy and the other is not.

6. There’s no comparison between studying English in Vietnam and studying English
abroad. It’s much easier to study English in an English-speaking country.

7. Men are more easily employed than women because some companies believe that men
will contribute more to their company than women.

8. Comparatively speaking, children are more optimistic than adults.

9. Despite the fact that English is becoming the world’s common language, Chinese is still
spoken by more people than English is.

10.  On the contrary, traditional Chinese medicine is better for the body than Western medicine.

All things considered, I think it is hard to do well in one’s career and also take good care
of one’s family at the same time.

ot

From my point of view, advertisements have changed over the past 10 years.

Personally, I think that young people too easily change jobs nowadays.

I don’t find children these days particularly respectful of their elders.

One of the advantages of studying English is that you can get a better job.

The main problem with high school is (that) there is too much pressure to study for exams.

A further advantage of learning Taichi is that it is good for your body.

HalE RS AN O i

To summarise, living in the country provides us with fresher air and a healthier lifestyle
than living in the city.
9. One of the disadvantages of being overweight is poor health.

10. The main drawback with putting money in the bank is that you can’t take it out after the
bank closes for the day.
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Basic IELTS Speaking

2.

Topic 1

Advantages: b,e, £ h kI, m
Disadvantages: a,¢, d, g 1,j,n
Topic 2

Advantages: ¢ eljkmn

Disadvantages: a,b,d, f, g h,1

It’s quite likely that elderly parents will need someone to take care of them.

There’s a good chance that this winter will be extremely cold.

There’s no doubt that the employees will be unhappy about the pay cut.
Our standard of living may very well reach a new high.

It’s possible that marriage will change him for the better.

Studying English will definitely be very useful in the future.

It’s quite unlikely that teachers will give students less homework.

It’s impossible that she will make a lot of money from that small business.

I - R SN O S

Advances in technology may very well eliminate further jobs.

—
I

It’s possible that working full-time will help her settle into a routine.
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